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Ani I therefore become your enemy becauſe 1 tell you 
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the truth. Gal. iv. 16. 
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C245 ; — . He. mr k 5 
I is almoſt as difficult to get an handſome Apolo Fi 
1 gy for writing, or publiſhing Books, as to finldba J, 
ſubject to write upon. The Author of the following 


Sermon, if he had pleaſed, or could have been pr: 
vailed with to have publiſhed it, needed to have been bY 
in no ſtrait about an apology for his ſo doing, conſide- 
ring the unacountable treatment he has met with ſince 
it was preached : hut whether be has been more trou- 
bled for the Sermon's ſake, or the Sermon for his 
fake, it is a queſtion I will not anſwer, 55 


i 
— 


The ſtrange hiſtory of this affair, if folly written. 
and ſet it in a clear light, would ſcarcely be believed 
by poſterity : And if a fair account were given otthe-: 
methods of Procedure, Remarks, Anſwers, Speeches, 
and other papers relative thereto, it would far exceed. - 


: 
1 


the bulk of the Sermon itſelf. But whether the 
public ſhall ever have the Hiſtory of theſe. things, 
or if it ſhall be thought more advifeable to. bury them 
in everlaſting ſilence and oblivion, Iam not concerned 
to tell at this time. Mean while, the reader mult _ 
know that the Author has now ſtood a pannel be- 
fore four Synods, and as many Committees of that 
Synod, and yet they have not judicially found the 
Sermon guilty of any error, or erroneous expreſſions: 
It was brought before the Commiſſion of the Church 
in November laſt, by ways and means, which, to the 
conviction of all that heard of them, were not fo very 
laudable. The Commiſſion, at that time, did nothing 
in it, but committed it to ſome for its further ripening 
againſt March: that Committee did as little in it, but 
referred it back to the Commiſſion. When March came, 
the Commiſſion, without giving any judgment on it; 
left it entirely inits firſt ſoutherndreſs, andtran{nitted 
the whole proceſs to the next General Affe nix, as 
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it came from the Synod of Merſe and Tiviotdale; and 


the Author is cited to the Aſſembly. 


And thus, per 'varios caſus, the Sermon is to be 


before the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scot- 


land, a court, a greater than which Chriſt, as king and 
head of his Church, hath not this day upon earth ; 
a court where juſtice in belialf of truth, her friends 
and votaries, is expected, and, I doubt not, will be 
had, and that will wot ſuffer themſelves to be-impoſed 
upon after this. Now, that every member of that 
venerable and honourable body, may fee with his own 


eyes, without taking things on truſt, at ſecond hand, 
and ſo may not vote from the report, or upon the 


faith of any Committee whatſoever, is, fo far as I 
know, one of the deſigns of -publiſhing the Sermon 


at this time, and which the Author himſelf has no hand 
im; and therefore whatever errors or miſtakes of the 
preſs may be found therein, they are not to be, in 


the leaſt, unputed to him, 
No perſon needs to queſtion the genuinneſs of the 
Sermon: for the Committee of the Synod, appointed 
to collate the copy with the notes, reported they had 
a faithful tranſcript of them; nor was it ever {ure 
miſed by its greateſt adverſaries, that there was any 
thing a zniſſing in the copy given in, that was deliver- 
ed in the Sermon. 4 8 | 
That the reader may the better underſtand what 


is before him, he would know, that the Committee of 


the Synod of Mer/e and Tiuiotdale, after they had got 
the Author's. papers from him, did drop their calum- 


nious condeſcendence, and drew up a charge conſiſt. 


ing of Twelve remarks, Twelve queſtions, and Twelve 
{landers: for you mult know, by the bye, that the 
number Twelve is what ſome wanton Kirk-men have 
taken pleaſure to ſport themſelves with of late ; tho? 
ſome of them have diſcovered how ridiculoully ſtrait. 
ned they have been to find their account, Now the 

| | | | reader 
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reader has theſe paſſages upon which the remarks; 
queſtions and flanders are founded, exactly marked 
and pointed out to him with a dagger, [+] thus, at 
the beginning, and cloſe of the paſſage. Know 
alſo, that ſeveral paſſages were reduced' by the Com- 
mittee to one and the ſame remark ; and hence it is, 
that the ſame number of the remark will be found | 
affixed to ſeveral places of the Sermon. 
The Author being far from ſuſpecting that kis n notes 
would be demanded of him, the thing being ſo rare 
and unprecedented, no wonder he was ſecure, and 
that the reverend Synod came upon him napping, 
and that his papers were not every way ſo well pre. 
pared for ſeeing the, light, as otherwiſe they might 
and would have been; neither was he at liberty to al- 
ter any INaccuracy « of ſtile or phraſe that might be here 
and there in the diſcourſe, he having engaged, as he 
was required, to give in a faithful copy of his notes, 
2 as they ſtood when he preached the Sermon, which 
{ was accordingly” done: therefore the reader would 
be informed, that ſeveral pieces of the method that 
. were blank in the notes, and are here filled up, that 
[ all the enlargements, and even the ſupply of deficient .. 
words, the Author had {lip'd in writing his notes, are 
diſtinctiy marked with inverted Comma's at beginning 
q and end; and with all theſe helps, every one is left 
f to the beſt improvement of his talent of invention, 
to ſpy and ſpell out the imaginary hereſy of this: 0 
a much toſsꝰd and perſecuted Sermon. | 
' Reader, the book is yet to be written, and he: 
Sermon to be preached by any, not ;nfallibly inſpir'd, 
that can eſcape the cenſure of every man. It is eaſier, | 
by far, to find fault with other mens works, than for 


d 
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> | ourſelves to perform any thing that deſerves com-... 
| mendation: One would think, a due lenſe of our own; | 

5 weakneſs ſhould make us: bear with that of others, 

| EET where 


- . 


[ vi. 2 


where no wickedneſs is intended: But we ſee it other. 
wie, and that every man's underſtanding has its own 
peculiar taſte, whereby it both cenſureth other men 


and valueth itſelf. And, therefore, it needs not ſeem 


ſtrange; that this ſermon has met with ſuch treatment 
trom ſome, who would do well to conſider whether 
they have accuſed the author more falſly, or themſelves 


molt juſtly, by their conduct in this affair from firſt to 


laſt. The grievous oppreſlion in body, being toſſed 
from. Synod to Committee, and from Committee to 
Synod, from thence to the Commiſſion in time of win- 
ter, and again in March; the vexation and grief of 
foul, for a man to have his good name as it were poſt- 
ed up and pillorized before the world, without the 


leaſt regard to his ſacred function and character, or 
to the hinderance it gave him. in the exerciſe of his 


miniſtry, beſide what advantage the devils intereſt 


has got thereby, are things that cannot well be ac 


counted for, either to God or his. people. For, tho? 
the world is, and will ſtill be like itſelf, in dealing its 


blows.and benefits at random, and frequently giving 


the worſt entertainment to the beſt deſerving; yet 


the Churches of Chriſt ought to have no ſuch cu- 


ſtom 5 . "od 


It is none of my province to commend-the author, 
or recommend his performance; and, I am lure, it 
is as little my delign to claw the reader with the titles 
of candid, courteous, or gentle, thereby to procure 
his good acceptance of it: Yet this I may fay, the 
| ſermon has already met with more ungentle and un- 


courteous readers than it can ever meet with again, 


if it keep out of the hands of profane and avowed ene. . 
mies to truth and godlineſs. 


There remains a queſtion or two that I would 
gladly be reſolved in, before I bid the reader farewel. 


& 3 
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One is, If a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt be bound by ; 


any law to deliver up his papers, which he knows 


are required in order to be improved againſt himſelf? 


The reaſon of the queſtion is, becauſe I have heard 
it ſaid, that judges are to proceed ſecundum allegata 
et probata, and what they hear not they are not to 
judge of: For, put the caſe, That a miniſter's mali. 
cious enemy ſhould turn dull and heavy-headed in time 


of ſermon; and, half ſleeping half waking, he fhould 


dream that he had heard ſome things that do not agree 
with his way of thinking, —1s the preacher obliged 
to gratify that man's humour, by refreſhing his me- 
mory with his notes, and to let them be toſſed and 
teazed by every ſaucy dominus fac totum? The rari- 
ty of the demand ſeems to prove the abſurdity of it, 


But I would willingly hear the ſentiments of unbiall; © 
ed lawyers and divines on the head: And I believe, 
as our times are like to go, there may be as imperti- 
nent and uſeleſs quellions, not only in Summa T has © 
ma, but even among our aſtronomical divines at-home, 
who. teach the probability of a world in the moon, 


and the like Junatic jucubrations. I 
Another queſtion is, What would our worthy and 
zealous reformers ſay, if they were to ſee this ſer. 
mon brought in a pannel before a General Aﬀembly 


of the Church of Scotland, and the preacher accuſed - g 


of hereſy and ſlander? What would theſe honeſt men 
lay, who made that Act, Auguſt 3. 1648, for cenſur. 


Synod of Merſe and Tiviotdale have got the thanks 


of that houſe in thoſe days, for the great pains. they 


have put themſelves and others unto in the-whole of 
this affair? The reaſon why I propole this queſtion 
is, becauſe I read in a ſermon of that eminent ſer- 
vant of God, Mr Robert Bruce, preached about nine 

| years 


ing miniſters for their ſilence, and not ſpeaking to the 
curruptions of the times? Would ſome men in the 
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years after he enter'd the miniſtry in he dry of 


Edinburgh, and neither doting by reaſon of old age, 


nor carried away by that which ſome would call the 
intemperate heat of young zeal, but in the Forty. 
ſecond year of his age, or thereby, preaching upon 
the 51 P/alm, among other things, he ſpeaks in theſe 
words, as they are recorded by Calderwood”s Hiſtory, 
P. 306. 367.—— It putteth on the copeſtone, that 


„ ſo many of our own brethren ſhould not be ſo faith- 


« ful, as their worthy calling, and the dignity of this 
© cauſe craveth. Fy upon falſe brethren, to ſee them 
dumb now, ſo faint-hearted, when it comes to the 
& choke. Not only are they aſhamed to ſpeak the 
ce thing they think, which is a ſhame in a paſtor, but 
«ſpeak directly againſt their former doctrine, oath 
# and ſubſcription. We have ever been praying for 


0 5 never for good planting, I had rather 
ve one ſincere heart planted, that is brought out 


60 
& of nature, by the work of the ſpirit of Grace, than 
cc twenty, or an hundred of theſe fine counterfits, 
&« for all their learning. Theſe men are the wrack 
ce of our Kirk. They will ſpeak the truth a while, 
ce till they be put at, but incontinent they will turn, 


e and make their gifts weapons to fight againſt Chriſt 


& and his kingdom: for there is none ſo malicious as 
& an apoſtate, when he begins to ſlide back, G. 
Another inſtance of faithful and plain dealing, 
which was in uſe among the honeſt minifters of this 
Church in the days of old, I ſhall give from Mr Row's 
manuſcript hiſtory, concerning Mr Patrick Simſon, 


- miniſter at Stirling, a learn'd, holy, and ſtraight man, 


L oy 
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of whom ſome extraordinary things are recorded in 
the Fulflling of the Scriptures: being a man very 
meek and modeſt, the court profeſſed a greater re- 
ſpe& for him, than for any other of the men, who 
bore teſtimony againſt their declenſions and corrup- 


tions, He happening to preach before King James, 


Ann 


a0 — — rod. — * 1 * * 1 


. a oe 


Lane 


Co ix 1 
Aim 1592, after the vile murder of the Earl of 
Murray by Huntly, who, to ſay no worſe, was con- 


nived at by the king, in that affair. When Ar 
Simſon, came to apply his text, Cen. iv. 9. Where 


ie Abel thy brother ? He ſaid to the king publicly, 
Sir, I aſſure you, in God's name, the Lord will aſk. 


at you, where is the Earl of Murray your brother ? 
Unto which the king anſwered, Mr Patrick, my 
Chamber doom was never ſtecked upon you, you might 
have told me any thing you thought in ſecret. To which 


Mr Simſon replied, Sir, the ſcandal is public. And 


being ſent for to the Caſtle after Sermon, he went 
with his Bible under his arm, ſaying, that would 


anſwer for him. _. | 


Now, what for ſlanderers would theſe, and many o- 


thers like them, eninent for faithfulneſs and honeſty, 
be reputed, if they were alive, and ſpeaking or acting 


ſo in our day? what iinprudence, at beſt, if not ins- 
pudence, would ſome ftatterers judge them guilty of? 
but, wiſdom will at length be juſtified of her children. 


As God's bleſſing on honetly and plain dealing brought 
this church from very ſmall beginnings to a higiy 
and honourable pitch of reformation; fo we have 


n to fear, that unfaichfulneſs in the matters of 
God may, at length, bring us back to little better 
than nothing. 1 , 
Tho? the reader may think the Sermon long, as it 
now ſtands, yet he is not to imagine, that it was all 
delivered; for ſeveral things in the notes were palt, 
for the ſake of time, The Author's inclination was, 


that church judicatories fhould firſt have ſaid all their 
Pleaſure of it, before it ſhould be printed; others 
thought that modefly was culpable, iu regard it could 

be no diflatisfaction or diſpleaſure to the members of 


Aſſembly, but good fervice rather, to have under 


their view what they are to judge of: and therefore 
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a way was at length found for publiſhing 1 it, vithour 
aikin his conſent, 


Now, with reſpe to all that has followed, or may 


follow upon the ſermon, I ſhall conclude with a ſen- 


rence of the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scot- . 


land, in their ſupplication to King Charles I. dated 
21/t November 1638: — But our comfort is, That 
Truth is the daughter of time; and although calumny 
often ſtarteth firſt, and runneth before, yet verity fol- 
I"weth her at the heels, and poſſeſſeth herſelf of noble 
and royal hearts, where baſe calumny cannot long Ju 


place, 


If any ſhall think my Queſtions and the Reaſons of 
them impertinent for ſuch learned, wiſe, and prudent 


times as theſe we now live in, I cannot help it: Only, 


I'm afraid the anſwers to them, from ſome, will be 
as impertinent, till the times grow better than they 
are like to be, Mean while, Reader; as long as we 
are good friends, I crave pardon for what is wrong 
ſaid in this Epiſtle; and ſo, till a new occaſion 
ofer, FAREWELL, | 
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A SERMON at the opening of the 
Synod of MERSE and TrvioTDALEs 
October 17. 171. | 


J Timothy, vi. 20. 0 Timothy, keep that which is 
committed tn thy Truft, OE profane 4 vain 
Bablings, &c. 


un 


Tu Apoſtle having, iu the entry 7 of this is Epiſtle, 


Verſe 18. in words of a like weighty import 


with theſe, addreſſed the Man of God he was writing 
to, and having frequently, in the courſe of it, renewed 
the ſame intimation, he comes the more deeply to 
imprint the matter on his heart, to conclude the 
whole after the ſame ſort; giving him, in a few 
words, the ſum and import of all he had been lay- 
Ing. 0 Timothy, keep, &c, Which he appends as 
a ſeal to his Letter, the better to izcure all . it con- 
tains, as ſacred and inviolable. 

In theſe words, we have, 1. A warm and very 
pathetic addreſs made the Man of God. O Timothy, 


keep that which is committed to thy Truſt.—2. K 


neceſlary caution given him, as ever he would fulfil 
the former demand, to beware of, and avoid what 
he is here advertiſed of: Namely, profane and vain 


| Bablings, and oppyſitioas of Science, falſly {+ called. 


In the former part of the words, namely the ad- 
dreſs, we have, Four things plain enough.” 
1. A deed of Truſt alledged or ſuppoled : That 


which i is commuted to thy truſt: All which 1s, in the 


e- 
% 


original, 


EE my 
original, comprized in one word, The Latin alſo 
has a word that anſwers to it, viz. Depoſitum : Bur 
our Language has not that I know of, any one word 
expreſſive and ſignificant enough to tranſlate it by, 
that which comes neareſt to it is a TRUST. Scarce 
any body but they know what a Truſt in the general 
is, namely ſomething put into the hands or cuſtody 
of another, to be ſecured and improved, 'as the na- 
ture of the thing requires, and to be returned in due 
time, when it ſhall be called for. It ſuppoſes a con- 
fdence of the perſon's fidelity, to whom we commit the 
ſame ; that they will deal honeſtly by us, not embezzle 
nor ſuffer toperiſh, but preſerve it ſafe and entire. 

Neither is it hard to find what that particular Tru/? 
is, the apoſtle here means. It is not Timothy's 
c own Soul, nor the Gifts and Talents beſtowed on 
& him, nor any particular Flock committed to him, 
& much leſs was it unwritten Traditions, as ſome of 
ce the Popiſh writers alledge; none of theſe, I ſay, 
« are the Truſt here pointed at.” But it is, we 
+ need have no doubt of it, the ſame that was com- 
mitted to the Apoſtle's own Truſt, Chap. i. 2. The 
glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God, which was committed 
to my Truſt: the fame he had committed to Timothy, 
verſe 18, under the name of a Charge, 3 or 
denunciation; the word being one with that rendered 
Commandment, verſe 5. the end of which is Charity 
(all which is meant not of the Law, but of the Co/pel- 
for the Greek word PARAGGELI1A, ſignifies all ſuch 
orders or commands, as one receives from a ſuperior, 
to deliver them in his name to others.) It is the 
ſame Tru/?, he puts him again in mind of, 2 Tim. 
i. 13, 14. Where the word, in the original, is one 
with this in the text, 

Yea his meaning (according to an uſual ſaying of the 
Jeu, Nulla eft ohjectio, in lege que non habet ſolu- 

tity Remark I, | 3 
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tionem in latere, 4. e. whatever difficulty attends a p7 
phraſe conſidered alone, it may be reſolved by obſerving . 
what borders upon it) is evident from the words im- 


mediately following : for it is ſome what, to which the 
profane and vain bablings, &c. were contrary, and 
which they tended to corrupt, undermine and make 


of none effect: which could be no other, than the 


Goſpel of Chriſt, particularly the docrrine of it; thele 
divine, glorious truths, revealed by our Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and by them preached and pub 
liſhed to the world. This Truſt was the mark they, 


who gave heed to and profeſled theſe vdin bablings 
and oppoſitions of ſcience, miſled or erred concerning: 


which the following Yer/e tells us was the Faith. + | 


The Zews ſpeak of two great, facred Depoſitums, 


or truſts, God has committed to the ſons of men; 
namely the Lamp which is in us, or the Soul, and 


the Lamp without us, which is the LAW, or, as one 
of themtelves expreſles it, the depo/ttum of the dine 
myſteries: for they commonly uted the word Lau, 


to exprels the whole of the divine revelation by. Of | 
theſe two, they bring in God ſpeaking to man thus, 
My Lamp is in thy hand, and thy Lamp, which is thy 


Soul, is mine : If thou ſhalt diligently keep my Lamp, 


T1 will keep thine - If thou extinguiſh mine, I will put 


out thine. Whether the Apoſtle here alludes ta this 
their way of ſpeaking, which did not wanta foundation 


in the Scriptures, I will not determine: but both 
theſe Depeſilums we find him making mention of, in 
his epiſtles to Timothy, and expreſſiug them by one 
and the ſame word, namely, PARACATATHEKE; the 
ſame the Zews, © wheu they wrote in Greek,” made 
uſe of to that purpoſe. The Soul, or the lamp with. 
in us, he ſo expreſles, 2 Zim. i. 12.-That he 1s 4. 


ble to keep © my Depoſitum, or that which 1 have 
committed to his Truſt, &. The lamp without us, 
or the Depoſitum of the divine myſteries, we have, 
| called 


5 
g 
| 
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called by the ſame name, here in the text; and like- 


wiſe 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. Hold faſt the form of ſound 


words, —That good thing, which was committed to thy 


Truſt, keep, &c. © And thus indeed it is, not only 
cet wixt Chriſt and miniſters, but between him and 
cc every believer; they mutually truſt one the other, 
e they him with their fouls, and he them with his 
te truths.” A great and goodly [ruſt indeed, as e- 
ver the ſons of men could have been honoured with. 
II. To whom this Truſt is committed: namely, 
to Timothy, tho? not to him ſingly and alone: for 
Timothy is pitched upon, and ſingled out by the wit- 
dom of God, to be a pattern and example unto, and 
inſtructions given him in name of all goſpel minitters, 
in ſucceeding generations. The Spirit of God con- 
tinues to ſpeak to us the {ame thing, and by the ſame 
words that were at firſt directed to him: Yea, by 
theſe words will the holy Ghoſt be ſpeaking to every 
one that bears office in the houſe of God, to the end 
of the world. Jo him then, and to every miniſter 
of the New Teſtament, is this 'Trult committed. 
There are beſides Chriſt himſelf, in whom dwell all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Three re- 
poſitories, as one obſer ves, of divine truth, or of the 
myſteries of the Goſpel; namely, the holy Scriptures, 
the minds or hearts of believers, and the giſpel mini- 


ſtry of the preſent age.— 


In the fin ſt, God preſerves goſpel truth by his pro- 
vidence + there they have been and ſhall be kept ſafe, 


- againſt all the oppoſitions of. devils and men, to the 


end of the world. The Lord will never leave his 
church to the uncertain conduct of unwritten fradi- 
tions, or private enthuſiaſm, deititute of this pillar of 
cloud and fire, while the. fojourns in a wilderneſs. 
The Word and Spirit ſhall never leave her, till the is 
fairly entered Emmanuel's land, where the glory of 
God and the Lamb, ſhall be her light for ever and ever. 

| | And 


N 


And ſince this well of living water ſhall never run m dry, 


whatever loſſes, with reſpect to truth, the church may | 


otherwiſe ſuſtain, they may from hence be, all of the 


well ſupplied : whatever decays or corruptions the 


church may fall under, this mean and rule of refor- 
mation ſtill remains. And accordingly, by means of 
it, has the faith of the church, when almoſt quite ex- 
tinct, been often brought again as from the dead: 


by means of it, have the profeſlion and power of 


godlinels, when jolt from among the fons of men, 


been recovered to life again. . From this well of al- 
vation, men, uſing the appointed means, may. draw 


living water abundantly, and with joy, go matters in 
the world as they will. » 
| In the /econd, God, according to his promiſe (a), 


prelerves the precious I rult by his Spirit and grace: 


even ſometimes in the caſe of great and general a- 
poſtaſies, or under the defect of a public miniltry : 
as it was in the days of Elijah, when ſeven thouland 
hidden ones were preſerved in the faith and fear of 
God, without bowing the knee to Baal. 

In the third, he preſeryes his truth, as in a ſacred 
_ ordinance of divine inſtitution, for that very purpole. 
2Tis committed to the miniſtry, with reference main- 


1y to the great ends of public profeſſion, manifeſta- 


tion, and eaification. And, on the faithful diſcharge 
of their office, do the glory, power, and purity of it 


in the world, much depend. The precious treaſure 
and Truſt is, 85 a time, put into theſe earthen vellels þ 
not to-be hid and concealed, but even as a candle 1s 
put into a candletlick, to be by them carried and diſ- 
perſed up and down the world ; to ſhine and flow 


forth of their lips and lives, for the relief aud comfort 


of loſt ſinners of Adam's family. 


(a) John vi. 45+ and xiv. 16, 26. and XVI, 13. 1 John 2. 20. 
III. The 
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III. The charge or injunction that's given con- 
cerning it. They are to keep it; to obſer ve, watch, 
guard and defend it, as the ſhepherd does his flock, 
as the ſoldier does his poſt; for all theſe the word 


ſignifies, This Truſt is committed to miniſters, not 


to be by them refined upon, embelliſhed, rew model- 
led, or perfected, but only to be kept, uſed and im- 
proved, as they received it. The laweof a Trat, 


bars all adding to it, or taking from it, all disjointing 
or new. framing of it; and biads with care and ex- 


actneſs, to preſerve it inviolable, as a thing moſt fa. 


cred, in the ſame condition it was delivered them. If 


they keep what is delivered them, and as it was de- 
livered, they have acquit themſelves, difcharged 
their duty,” and ſhall be approven: but if they once 
imagine the doctrine of the goſpel ſtands in any, the 

jeaff need of being moulded a new by human wilom, 


or of receiving any thing from men, be they of what 


fort they will, Councils, Fathers, &c. inſtead of do- 
ng him ſervice, they are guilty of one of the greateſt 
affronts and indignities againſt the Son of God, the 
glorious Author of it, and fo of mal-adminiſtration 


and treachery in their 'I ruſt. 
This charge to keep the Truſt, ſuppoſes, ( 1.) That 


it is valuable and well worth looking to. (2.) That, 


on many accounts, it needs looking to. is of ſuch 
a ſpiritual and ſublime nature, that we may. eaſily loſe 
ſight of it, let it ſlip from us, and then take up with 
fomewhat elſe in place of it. Devils and men will be 
way-laying us, to rob us of the Truſt: fraud and 
force will, both of them, be employed to make ns 


quite of it, or unfaithful in it. (3.) The keeping of 


It requires, as we may fee afterwards, much wiſdom 


and knowledge, care, watchfulneſs, diligence and in- 


tegricy wn ae Ire. © 
IV. The manner of addreſs, or way of giving this 


charge, deſerves our particular notice. The more 


thoroughly 


C % J 


thorougulily to waken his attention, and that he might, 
with both ſoftneſs and efficacy, bear what he was to 
ſay home into his very heart, he calls him by his name; 
and not only ſo, but, O Timothy, eep, &c. What 
a vehemence of affection and concern we have here! 
He, by theſe words, breathes forth the moſt tender 
affection, together with the greateſt of ear neſtneſs. 
+ They are words not of mere authority, terror or 
ſeverity, that being none of our Lord's way with his 
children and ſervants; without they have ſought it 
fore at his hand: but words of intimacy and fainilia- 
rity; they are words of expectation and confidence; 
they are words of great weight and ſolemnity. -' 
Nov, this folemnand pathetick manner of exhorting, 
and laying upon Timothy, and every one of us, this 
charge, intimates to us theſe fo things. | 
1. The great moment and importance of the Truſt _ _ 
committed, together with the great ee 
ful diſcharge of what is required, with reference to it. 
The glory of God in tlie world, and the ſalvation of 1 
Souls, are both of them much at ſtake, being ſo cloſely r 
conjoinꝰd with Timothy's keeping of this Truſt. With. — 
out this Truſt be duly minded, a church will ſoon ceaſe 
to be the pillar and ground of truth. © Timothy, &c. 
2. The great difficulty there is in this matter. 
It is what will require the greateſt induſtry and 
watchfulueſs: it will be a labour, a hard labour, yea, 
a warfare to a man all his days, to keep the 1 rult in 
the ſenſe of the text. However common and eaſy a 


matter ſome may ſuppoſe it, and others make it to |; 


_ themſelves, it was, we ſee, a great and difficult mat- 
ter, in the Apoſtle Paulis, yea, in the Holy Ghoſt's. 
account, 0 Timothy, keep, &c. — 5 185 
3. A proneneſs and readineſs even in the beſt (to 


* 


ſay nothing of others) thro? inadver tency, floth; the F 


influence of various luſts and temptations, to fail in 
| the 


. 
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the diſcharge, to prove anfaichful. inthe management 


of this Truſt. Timothy was not only himſelf a real 


believer, but ſingled out by the Holy Ghoſt, pointed 
out by particular prophecies to the work of the mi- 
niſtry ; endowed with extraordinary gifts, privileged 
with an extraordinary preſence and aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God: yet was there need, not only by word, 
but alſo by writ, to ſtir him up, warn, exhort, beſeech 
and charge- him again and again, as to this matter. 
Which might be a ſufficient; apology, if one was nee d- 
ful, for reading ſuch; a text before mnißkers. 0 
Timothy, keeps, Kc. | 
4. The great danger of a miſcarriage here. Great 
danger to the man hunſelf, who has the Truſt in keep- 


ing; A danger to others, for whaſe ſake it is com- 


mitted to his keeping. 
In the ſecond part of the verſe, MOLLY is diſſuaſive, 


the man of God is warned to avoid, I. Some kipg | 


of words. 2. Some ſort of things. FX 
1. The words, he is to avoid, are vain and Fs 


Fane ones; the ſame. that he is again, 2 Tim. i, 16. 
adviſed to ſhun. By vain bablings (© which make 


© but one word in the original, viz. KENOPHONIA,. 
« and, by the variation of little more as one letter, 


2 KAINOPHONIA; and ſo ſome have inclined to read 
© it, tho? without either warrant or neceſſity, eſpe- | 


N cially ſince the former includes the latter,”?) noily 


and clamourous ſounds in ſpeaking are not ſo much 


meant, as words empty and inſignificant ; words of 
mere ſound, without a real meaning, or any edifying 


uſe; new and unuſual terms and forms of ſpeech, un- 5 


known i in holy language, and unmeet for the expreſling 


the ſenſe of the words of the Holy Ghoſt. I hele are 


likewiſe called prafane, that is, common and unholy: 
becauſe they are none of the holy words, neither in 
ſound nor ſenſe; becauſe they are neither the ſame, 


nor pee | to the words of our r. Kora Jeſus Chriſt, 
nor 
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nor of his ſpirit in the holy ſcriptures and therefore, | \ 
being coined in the mint-houſe of man's wiſdom, for 4 
carnal ends and purpoſes can, never be fit for ſan- 


war Bobs gf a | FS 
Quary-ſervice, nor bleſt to the uſe of edifying in di- — 
vine things. Two things, it ſeems the man of God H 
is cautioned againſt. ER BI K 


(i.) © He muſt avoid” all dark, dubious, meaning- 
lels, new, uſeleſs, litigious words; words alſo that _— 
have not things nor ideas anſwering to them in the 5 
holy ſcripture, of which ſort many one is to be found, if E 
m Popery eſpecially : (as, to inſtance maſs, tranſub- 


JStatiation, unwritten traditions, dioceſan biſhop, arch- 4 
biſhop, patriarch, vicar of Chriſt, Juſtification. before - 14 
God by works, merit, ſeven. Sacrameuts, &c.) He 4 
is cautioned, I ſay, againſt the uſe of all ſuch in reli» |} 
gion, particularly in his diſpenſing of the myſteries . 
8 of God. He muſt not mingle them with, far leſs 14 
ſubftitute them in the place of God's words: for they 64 
will, inſtead of edifying, but ſubvert the hearers, and | 


corrupt the faith. | 8 ö 
words of the Holy Ghoſt into vain words, For tho!!! 
the words of ſcripture can never become profane, yet . 

may they © be profaned; they may,” by denying or N 
evacuating them of their proper value, ſenſe and 


( 2.) He is no leſs cautioned againſt turning the * | 
meaning, be made empty vain worde: which the words | 


/ of God in themſelves vever were, nor never can be - 8 
(4). The proud mind of man, unwilling to be cap- {8 
tivated to the faith of Chriſt, that it may bring the ” | 
truths of the goſpel into. bondage to its own reaſon 8 
and fleſhly conceptions of ſpiritual things, will force, " - 

rack and torture the words, terms and forms of ſpeech, _ TH 
wherein they are expreſt, putting upon them imper-- — | 
tinent, falſe or abſurd ſenſes, deſtructive to the faith, 18 
and contrary to the ſcope of the place and tenor of = 

? the ſcripture. Thus Hymeneus and Philetus made re- I 
ſurrection a vain word by holding it was paſt already (b). 

e) peut. xxxil. 47. — 00) 2 Tim. i. 18. The | 
| : . . 


, 


E 
The deity, ſacrifice, ſatisfaction of Chriſt, the righ- 
 teouſneſy of faith, are made vain words by Socinians 
and others. Faith in the Lord Jefus Chriſt, being 
by many turned into a work, and held to juſtify as 
ſuch, is made a yain word: free grace, and the be- 
liever's freedom from the law as a Covenant, are no 
better. uſed by others: God, Jehovah, Son of God, 
eternity, and proper diviniiy, when given to Chriſt, 
are by the new Arians made yain words, empty and 
deluſive ſounds. of + ARR > | 
Now, every ſuch ſort of words the man of God 
muſt avoid, ſhun and “ turn aſide from;“ That is- 
(1.) He muſt not, aſe, but abſtain from, yea, loatli 
them himſelf. (2.) He muſt not admit or countenance, 
but diſprove, rebuke and condemn them, when uſed 
by others; charging them not to teach otherwiſe, but 
to hold by the 2 words, even the words of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
2. The things, he was to ſhun, are held forth un- 
1: der the character of the oppoſitions of ſcience falſly 
1 Fo called. The word tranſlated ſcience, ſignifies know- 
J ledge, ſuch as is certain and ſolid; anc ſo it is reindered 
' ih elſewhere in the New Teſtament. Now, it is evident 
| the Apoſtle here points at a certain ſort of knowledge 
wiſdom and learning about divine things, which was 
really no true knowledge or wiſdom at all: therefore, 
it having the name, pretence and appearance of ſpi- 
ritual wiſdom and learning, but no more, it was mi- 
call*d, or wrongly called by that name. By the op- 
poſitions of this ſcience fallly fo called, are meant, nor 
ſo much the objections and ſophiſtical reaſonings of 
enemies againſt the truth, as the diſputes, litigations, 
bandyings, contradictions, of the different ſects and par- 
ties, who went under the ſame general name, and pro- 
fels'd the fame ſcience falſly ſo called, among themſelves, 
In all which the Apoſtle has his eye, not as ſome 
learned men have thought, upon the Cngſtics, es 
2 Ince 


t 2 1 


ſince they ſprung up not before the beginning of the 
ſecond century, were not yet, in the Apoſtle's days, 
in being; neither do ſeveral things the Apoſtle ſays 
of this fort of people, in this and other of his epiſtles, 
agree to the hereſy of the Cnoſtice, as might be ſhown - 
particularly if it was needful. J he Apoſtle, I ſay, 
has his eye not upon them, but on the eus, the 
Judaizing Chriſtians and falle teachers : for they, not 
the Gnoſtics, were ſtrenuous aſſerters and teachers of 
the law (c), and that believers in Chriſt alſo were 
under It Cd). They pretended above all men to be 
{killd in the knowledge of. the will of God, having a 
form of knowledge, (or ſcheme of ſcience, “ As the 
words may be rendered,” and of the truth in the lau 
{e). They were great admirers and promoters of the 
cabaliſtical learning and traditions : they, flighting 
the plain literal ſenſe of ſcripture, contrived myſtical 
allegorical ones, even in the moſt plain paſſages, and 
found out myſteries in words and letters: they were 
alſo addicted to, and ſtudied in fables and genealogies 
H. All which miniſtered many gue//ions, diſputes, and 
vain wranglings about words (g Hence they 
turned aſide from the faith to vain janglings (h), 
This their falſly named knowledge, or /cience, they 
preferred to the knowledge of the goſpel-doctrine in 
its ſimplicity, as taught by the Apoltle, and taught - 
therwiſe than he did, as is intimated by him [7 ). Now, 
they being of different parties and opinious, they con- 
tradicted and oppoſed one the other; each ſupport- 
ing his own, and overthrowing his antagoniſt's opinion 
the beſt he could: tho” oftentimes, thro” the obſcurity 
and nncertainty of the things themſelves, as well as 
of their reaſonings about them, they neither knew 
what they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed Cm). 


(c) 1 Tim. 1.7.—0 0) Gal. throughout. (e) Rom. ii. 18. 20. 
f) Tit. i. 14. and iii. 9.— (g) 1 Tim. i. 4. 6. and vi. 4. 5. 2 
Tim. ii. 23. Tit. iii. 9.— (h) 1 Tim. i. 6. — (i) 1 Tim. i. 3. and vi. 
3. Tit. i. 13.— (m) 1 Tim. i. 7, „ 

The 
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The general characters, however, given of them, 
of their fcience, and of their management of it, were 


really, and, no doubt, in the deſign of the Holy Ghoſt, 
fore - deſcriptions exact and pat enough of the Gno/tics _ 


and their ſcience falſly ſo called; as alſo of the /cho- 
laſtic diuines in after ages, and their ſcience of theo- 
logy falfly fo called who, inſtead of coming to the 
ſtudy of holy things, with an holy humble Babe of 


heart, praying and waiting for divine illumination and 


teaching, that they themſelves might be made wiſe 


in the myſteries of the goſpel, and able to inſtruct o- 
thers in the knowledge of God, (a method which, a- 
las! never came into their minds) they came puffed 
up in their fleſhly minds, with a conceit of their own 
ability, ſagacity and penetrating faculty, and provided 
with philoſophical notions and conceptions, with ſyl- 


logiſms, ſophiſins, diſtinctions, ſolutions, and other 


crafty windings of mau's ferpentine wit: and, thus 
accoutr'd, they fer boldly upon divine reyelation, 


- framed the goſpel to their own imaginations, by dreſ- 


ſing it up in the fooliſh attire of their metaphyſical 
ſubtilties and terms of art, or rather their profane 
and vain bablings, thereby wholly corrupting and 
debaſing it, and drawing off the minds of men from 
the ſimplicity of the truth, as it is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus they, with their vain, ſenſeleſs and unhallowed 


bablings of terms and diſtinctions, and with the op- 


poſitions, bandyings and bickerings of their different 
ſes and parties one againſt anotber; thus, I ſay, 


they, waxing vain in their imaginations, miſled the 


mark of the faith, betrayed the precious Truſt, and 
made the goſpel of none effect. F 
Near akin to theſe are all they alſo, DH come 


not to the wholeſome words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


to the doctrine which is according to godlineſs, as 
diſciples to learn, but as maſters to ſeek counteriance 
and ſupport to their pre-conceived opinions; and WHO 

| handle 
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handle ſpiritual things not in a ſpiritual manner, not 


in the words 1vhich the Holy Ghnſ? teacheth, not with 


that evidence and plainneſs which is ſuited practically 
to affect the minds and conſciences of men and which 


the ſcripture gives us both example and direction for, 


but with the enticing words of man's wiſdom, or 
with curious, ſubtile reaſonings, or in a cold, dark, 
abſtruſe, unecifying way; and n deal iu divine 
things by way of conjecture, opinion, hypotheſis. and 
curious ſpeculation ; diſputing more fiercely for 
theſe, than for the ſure and ſubſtantial truths of God; 

or WHO defend the truth. itſelf with ſlight and inſuf- 
ficient arguings, with carnal weapons fetcht forth of a 
man's own, and not from the magazine of the holy 


ſcriptures; and in a word, all VH O in any fort cor- 


rupt the word of God, or handle it deceitfully;: all 


ſuch fall juſtly under the character of © being” profeſſ- 


ors or teachers of a Ipiritual./ci#nce falſly 2 called. 
And, leſt any ſhould think there could be little dan- 


ger to 'poſpel miniſters from ſuch vain bablings. and 


oppoſitions of /cience, &c. the Apoſtle tells Timothy, 
that, how weak ſoever theſe ſort of ſnares may ſeem, 
none vught to be ſecure, or too confident in med- 
dling with them. * For the words and the inventions 
of ;van's wiſdom are, both of them enticing. the 
« offspring of his brain are commonly to himſelf, if 
* not to others likewiſe, no leſs pretty and charming 
« things than theſe of his body.” People come to a- 
% bundauce of years, may be fo far chi 


even of this ſort, may **'filly women. be led captive 
(ſor it is this "ſort of men the Apoſtle' points at, 
2 Tim. iii. 6.”) the hearts of the ſimple bewitched 


and deceived, ſo far as to diſguſt the plain ſaving truths 
of the polpel, and to prefer the leaves to the fruit, 


the ſhadow to the ſubltagce. And accordingly, ſays 
the. Apoſtle, ſome, who once aimed right 7 the 
aith, 


ildren fl, as 
* 10 be pleaſed and taken with nicknacks and ge wgaws 
Hef this kind :” yea, by good words and fair ſpeeches 
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Faith, and were fair to have reach'd it, by taking 
heed to theſe; have inſenſibly been ſo intangled, that 
they turned aſide from, and quite miſs'd that mark, 
and ſo loſt ſalvation; which it is not poſſible to ob- 
tain without a belief of the truth, which ſome profe/- 
fing. have erred concerning the faith. Diſmal and 
fatal are the effects of curioſity, pride and vanity of 
mind. From the firſt part of the text, O Timothy, 
keep, &c. I offer this | . 
Doct. Our Lord Feſus Chriſt is very earneſt and 
importunate with every one of his 3 that they 
would faithfully keep the Truſt he has committed to 
them, It is his commiſſion, 'tis his command, ?tis his 
requeſt to them and every one of them, that they may 
ſo do, © Timothy, keep that which is committed, &c. 
It would be next to an indiſcretion, in ſuch an au- 
dience, to ſpend time in ſhowing the foundation of this 
. doctrine; or to be telling, that theſe, tho? delivered 
1008 by the hand of a ſervant, are Chriſt's words to Tim 
10 | thy, aid every miniſter in particular, 
| 64 Ihe method of diſcourſing this ſubject ſhall be, fi /? 
To explain; ſecond, To confirm; third, To apply it. 
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f For EXPLICATION it will be neceſſary to con- 
1 ſider,—I. This Truſt, with the committing of it.— 
1 II. Timothy and every miniſter's duty with reference 

1 to it, or the keeping of it. And to begin, 

155 FIRST, with the Truſt, It would not, I con- 
wt ceive, be wide to the purpoſe, to ſay, if time did allow, 

I. Some things of it in the general; as, 1. That 

1X it is a //eward's Truſt; Miniſters are ſtewards of 

| 1 Cod (n), intruſted with the affairs and concerns of 
EE: the houſhold of God. The order and proviſion of 


© = — - — > A wo — as was 


his houſe is, in a ſenſe, committed to their management; 
i they're empowered, with conſent and concurrence of 
| theſe concern'd, to receive into and turn people out 


SO 5 — 


(n) Tit. i. 7 
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o the family: they as ſtewards of the bread of life, 


ſtewards of the myſteries of God C/, are appointed 
to rule and feed the family; by giving every one His 


portion of meat, and giving it in due ſeaſon. And if 
the dogs be ſuffered to eat of the childrens bread, and 


to devour that which is holy; if the children be ne- 
glected and let ſtarve, or if they be ſo much as ſtrait- 


ned with ſhort allowance, or fed with unwholeſome 


food ; the ſtewards muſt anſwer for it. Now, of u 
ſteward it is chiefly required that a man be found 


faithful; therefore it is of great conſequence to ſuch, 


to know how to behave themſelves in the - houſe of 
God, which is the church of the living God /p ): and 
bleſſed is that ſervant whom his Lord, when he com- 
eth, ſhall find ſo doing, as he left him orders. But 
wo unto that cuil ſervant, who, becauſe his Lord delays 
his coming, begins to ſmite (whether with tongue or 
with hard) his fellou. ſervants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken : the Lord of that ſervant ſhall come 


in a day when he looketh not for him, and fhall cut | 


him. aſunder, and appoint him his portion (q), &c. 
2. It is an Ambaſſadur's Truſt ſr), they're im- 

ployee and. ſent by Heaven, on an errand of peace, 

and on | 

baſly of peace, to rebel ſinners, revolted from their 


rightful and natural Lord, and taking thelter under. 


Satan the prince of darkneſs and arch-traitor againſt 


Heaven. And ſince to them, gs ambaſſadors, ſo e. 


a Truſt is committed as the word, the mini 


ry of 


reconciliation (/, this treaty of peace they ought to 


negotiate with the utmoſt fidelity, tenderneſs and 


ear neſtneſs; proclaiming the glad ridings, the good 
news of Heaven, viz. Peace on earth to the worſt. 


of ſinners; +and per ſuading them to believe and accept 
of it, every one for himſelf ;4 and, in one word, be- 


* 


(o) 2 Cor. iv. 1.— 0p) 1 Tim. iii. 1 5.—00 Matth. xxiv. 46, 


to 49.— (r) 2 Cor, v. 29,—(1) Ver. 18, 19. f Queſt, II. 
* B 


ſecching 


on an errand of love; they're ſent with an em- 
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ſeeching and praying them in Clriſ”s ſtead that they 


would be reconciled to Cod. Te X 
They are likewiſe ſent on an errand of love, to 


negotiate a treaty of marriage *twixt the Son of God 


Emmanuel, and the wretched outcaſts of Adam's fa. 
mily. They as ambaſſadors, and likewiſe as friend: 
of the bridegroom, are ſent to ſpeak good of Chriſt 


to ſinners, to carry the tidings of his love and good. 


will to them, and to perſuade them to believe and en- 
tertain it, to woo and win their hearts to him; and 
in one word, to eſpouſe them unto one huſband C19, 
in order to all the privileges and duties of a married 
relation. 5 | 

This is an honourable but a weighty Truſt ; where. 


fore they have much need to be well acquainfed with 
and carefully to heed their inſtructions, leſt in caſe of 
not ſucceeding, or miſmanagement, they endanger 


not their heads only, but their Souls. | 
3. It is a Workman, a labourer's Truſt, They have 
the charge of God's huſbandry, they are workers 


under him, and together with him (). Having 


done their utmoſt to break up the fallow. ground, 
they are to ſow God's ſeed; even the incorruptible 


ſeed of goſpel truth, ſkilfully dividing the ſeed, ac- 


cording to the condition of the ſoil (x)- After which 


they are to watch and herd the field, leſt the enemy 
ſow tares; and to weed it alſo in caſe of briars, 
' thorns or other roots of bitterneſs ſpringing up. 


They ace workmen Builders, employed to build 


God anhouſe. And accordingly, as wiſe maſter - build- 


ers, are they carefully to lay firſt the foundation, 


namely, the doctrine and perſon of Chrilt (y); and 


thereupon to build, not hay andiſtubble, but gold and 
precious ſtones : For every one's workwill be tried (2). 


[t ] 2 Cor. xi, 2. Cu) I Cor. Bi. g==15, 2 Cor. vi. 1.— [LX 
2 Tim, it, 15. — [Ly] 1 Cor, ii. 11.— [z] Verſe 13 
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44. lt is a Watchman's Truſt. Sen of man, ſaith the 


Lord to Ezekiel, I have made thee a watchman unto 


the houſe of Urael {a}; Therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me. | Miniſters 


are given' for eyes to the Church, to. watch for her, 
and to watch over her; to watch for and to watch 
over Souls {b)- They are to warn of danger from 


within, aud of danger frem without; guarding equal- 


ly againſt the giving of falſe alarms; whether on de- 
{1gn, or through precipitance and un{kilfulneſs (which 


may ſometimes be of very dangerous and diſmal con- 


ſequence) and againſt failing, thro? negligence, or 


worſe, to give theſe that are needful and true, When, 
there is juſt ground or occaſion, they muſt ſet the 
Trumpet to their mouth, cry aloud and not ſpare, 


tho? they ſhould get no thanks for their diſtur bing 
people, when they are diſpoſed to reſt: On all ſuch 
occaſions, however it may be taken, they muſt give 


the alarm faichfully, timeouſly and diſtinctly, and that 


under an awful certification. f the watchmen ſee the 


uord come, and blow not the Trumpet, and the people 
be not warned: Jf the ſivord come and take any per- 
Jon from among them, he is :taken-away in his iniguiy-— 


But his blood will 1 require at the watchman's hand 


(c. Therefore they need to be men of knowledge, 


jpiritual wiſdom and diſcerning, wakerife men, of 
public Spirits, men of zeal, courage and reſolution. 
Bad is that character of the watchmen which we have, 


T/a.'lvi. 10. His watchmen are blind, they are all ig- 
norant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; fleep- 
ing (or dreaming, talking in their ſleep) Hing dum, 


laving to ſlumber, . 


a) Exek. iü. 17,—(b) Heb. xiii. 17=-(0) Ezek. xxxiil. 6- 
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5. It is a Shepherd's Truſt. They are ſet over 
the flock of God, to take heed to it and overſee it, 
to know the ſtate of it and to feed it (4), with know- 
Ldye and with underſtanding ge): to lead them into 
green paſtures and by the ſtill waters, to rule, and to 
defend them from the lion and the wolves, to ſeek and 
bring home the ſtrayed, to heal the diſeaſed, and after 
the example of the chief Shepherd, to carry the lambs 


in their boſom, and gently to lead thoſe that are with 


young {f ). | nit 20 15 
Now, to be a Shepherd of Souls, is, doubtleſs, a 

great 1ruſt, and weighty ; particularly, becauſe of 

the account they are to make: for, if through their 


neglect, or unfaithfulneſs otherwiſe, any of the flock 


conmitted to their charge, be loſt or devoured, their 
blood will the Lord require at the Shepherd's hand. 
And therefore, bleſſed is that Shepherd, who, in mak- 


ing his accounts, will be able to ſay with his Lord, of 


all thou haſt given me, I have loſt none: when the 


chief Shepherd appears, he ſhall receive a crown of 
glory, that fadeth not away(g). But wo to the fooliſh 
Shepherd Ch), to the Shepherds that cannot under- 
ſtand Ci, to the idol Shepherd (H: for the ſword ſhall 
be upon his amn, and upon his right eye; his arm ſhall 
be clean dried up, and his right eye ſhall be utterly 
darkened. Wo to the paſtors that deſtroy and ſcat- 
rer the ſheep of my paſture, ſaith the Lord I). 


6. It is a Soldiers —a warrior's Truſt. The war is 


principally betwixt Jeſus Chriſt the captain of the 
Torqd's hoſts, the captain of falvation; and Satan the 
common enemy of God and man, In this war, and 
under this captain, every Chriſtian is called to be a 


ſoldier; but miniſters are commiſſioned officers, 


clothed with a ſpecial Truſt : each one of them has 


bis poſt aſſigned him by his general, which they are 


(4) acts, xx. 28. I Pet. v. 2.—(e) Jer. iii. 15 f) Iſa. xl. 
11.— (3) 1 Pet. v. 4.— (h Zech. xi. 15 i) Ia. Ivi. 11.— 00 
Zech. xi. 17.— 0) Ezek. xxxiv. 2. Jer. xxili. 1. 


to 
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to dand faſt, be valiant and quit themſelves like men 
rm), on the hea.l of thoſe committed to their leading. 


They have to fight againſt Foreign enemies, prin- 
cipalities and powers, the rulers of the darkneſs of 


this world, ſpiritual wickedneſſes in high places (u). 


againſt domeſtic inteſtine enemies, fleth and blood; 
their own, as well as the luſts of other men, their own. 
carnal affections, car nal reaſon, and wiſdom, their own 


unbelief, &c. againſt neighbouring enemies, the things, 
namely, and the men of the world, Gallios, tyrants, 
perſecutors, hy pocrites, ſeducers ſometimes, and falſe 


brethren; and in one word, Satan's militia, in all 


their denominations; ; againſt the world, as well ſtorm- 
ing andraging, as fawning and dealing ſubrilly ; ; againlt 
all, whoever they be, that in any caſe ſide. with the 
enemy, in ſo far as they do ſo. 8 

They are to fight for Chriſt their Lord and ling, 


his intereſts and glory, his truths, his ordinances, 


his. people, for holineſs, againſt ſin, for their own ſouls, 
Ge. Therefore mult they, even as he did before them, 
emlure hardineſs, as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt C . 
war a good warfare, holding faith and a good conſcience 
{p); fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on 
eternal life, whereunto they are called (9); relilteven 
unto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin: And in order to this, 
they, of all men, have moſt need to put on the whole 


ar mour of God, that they may ſtand; and to beware 2 
of intangling themſelves in the affairs of this life, 0- 


therwiſe they cannot pleaſe him who. has called the em 
to be ſoldiers Fr. Iheir fidelity in this Truſt, will, 

when they are to be diſimiſt from the ſer vice, be mate 
ter of joy unſpeakable; as it was to Paul in the like 
caſe; I have foup bt the good fight, ſaid he, henceforth 
there i 15 laid [uf for me 4 12 0 FL): * or whoever 
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is faithful unto the death, ſhall go off more than con. 
queror, and receive the crown of life, righteouſneſs 


and glory; the victor's crown, the triumphal crown, 


"I" 


But, bl . 
II. If we would have a more particular view of 


this Truſt, we may, I conceive, according to the text 


and context, take it up in theſe three, The Myſtery 


of the Doctrine of Chriſt; the Inſtitutions of Chriſt ; 
and his holy Commandments. 

1. The Myſtery of the Doctrine of Chriſt. The 
Doctrine, to touch on a few, of the kindneſs and love 
of God our Saviour towards man Ct). even of his 


| . love, and the exceeding riches of his grace in 


indneſs towards us rouge Jeſus Chriſt /#); the 
Doctrine of the grace of God that bringeth ſalyation, 


teaching us, That, denying ungodlineſs, &c. Cx). 


The Doctrine of God manifeſted in the fleſh Cy) 


coming in our place and room, and as our ſurety, 


making full and complete ſatisfaction to divine juſtice, 
offended by man's fin 177 anſwering, in all points, 


the demands of a broken law, by not only dying to 


redeem us from the curſe of it, being made a curſe 


for us Ca); but by doing, perfectly, all the firſt cove- 
nant required of us in order to ſalvation, or life ra- 


tber Ch. The Doctrine of Chriſt's glorious perſon, 
offices, under taking, all. ſufficient inexhauſtible fulneſs; 


as being made of God unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 


ſanctification and redemption ; + The Dod@Frine of 
Chriſt's market of free grace in the goſpel, viz. Of 
no price or qualification being required of loſt un- 
done ſinners, as a condition in onder to their believing 
in the name of the Son of God, “ in order” to their 
being made welcome to Chriſt, aud intereſted in him 


(tj Titus iii. 4. [u] Eph. il. 4, 7- [x] Titus ii. 17, 12. 
[y] 1 rim. tit. 16. 2 2 Peter ii. 24, and iii. 18. 2 Cor. v. 21. 
[a] Gal. iv. 4, 5, and iti» 13. [b] Rom, v. 19. f Remark 
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« by faith Cc. + The Docrrine of Juſtification by 
the active and paſlive righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed 


to us as our whole and ſole righteouſneſs, in and by 


the act of believing on him as the Lord our Righteou/ſ- 
nete The Doctrine of repentance from dead works, 
as the gift of an exalted Saviour, and as flowing 


from faith in his blood; the Doctrine of the ſoul's in- 


diſſoluble union with Chriſt, and of everlaſting deli- 
verance from the curſe of the law, upon one's firſt. 


believing ; of living, while we are in the fleſh, by the 


faith of the Son of God; of receiving all, doing all, 
enduring all in the way of truſt, confidence, and de- 
pendence on him in the promiſes; the Dod7rine of ſal. 
yation, not by works of righteouſneſs done or to be 
done by us, but by free grace from firſt to laſt. I do 


not dittinguiſh between the doctrines and the promi- 


ſes of the goſpel; the doctrine being much of it con- 
tained in the promiſe. . „ 
This Doctcine is what, in the language of the Holy. 
Ghoſt in ſcripture, goes by the name of the goſpel r 
the grace Cod Cd, the word of faith ce), the word 


of life HY, the word of truth, the goſpel of our ſalva- 


tion (g, the goſpel of peace (h), the wiſgom of Cod, 


the manifold wiſdom of God (i), the wiſdom of Gt 
in a myſtery (H, the myſteries of the kingdom (1), 
the revelation of the myſtery kept ſecret ſmce the world 
began (7 ), the myſtery of the will of God Cn), which 
from the beginning of the world had been hid in God 
(9), the my/tery of Chriſt (p), the myſtery of the 
goſpel {q), the myſtery of the faith Cr), the myſtery 
of God the father, and of Chriſt (/, this is thatglaſs, 
wherein, with open face, we behold the glory of 


([e] Ifa. lv, 1 John vi. 37 Rev xxii 17.— (d) Acts, xx. 24.» -. 
(e) Rom. x. 8.— (f) Philip. ii. 16.—(g)Eph. i. 13-—(b) Eph. vi. 
15.— fi) Eph. ili. 10.— (k) 1 Cor. it. 6.—(1) Mark, iv. 171.— 
(in) Rom. xvi. 25.— (n) Eph. i. 9.— (o) Eph. iii. 9.— (p) Eph. 
il. 4.— (J) Eph. vi. 19.— (r) 1 Tim. ili. 9.— [L Col. ii. 2. 
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the Lord t), even the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus. Chriſt Tu). + 

- This doctrine is a bleſſed emanation from the eter. 
nal fountain of wiſdom and truth; and being a raviſhing 
matchleſs diſcovery of the divine goodneſs, wiſdom, 
conſideration, grace, love, and of all the divine per- 
fections, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, “it? has more 
impréſlions of the divine glory and excellency on it, 
by much; than has the whole creation of God beſides, 
The deſign, and native effect of which © goſpel,” when 
it is believed and entertained, when it is allowed to 
have its due operation on-the minds of men, is their 
recovery from their ori ginal apoſtacy, their deliverance 
from a late of miſery, darkneſs, bondage, into a ſtate 
of glorious liberty, light and peace; their filial acceſs 
to, and communion with God now, and their imme- 
diate, full, never · ending enjoyment of him afterwards. 
Their holineſs, their uſefulneſs in the world, yea e- 
very thing that is truely good, holy, juſt, benign or 
beneficial among men, is derived from it, or influenc- 
ed by it. This glorious doctrine, is what is commit- 
ted to the Truſt of miniſters, to be by them carried 
and proclaimed through the world, as good and true 
neus from Heaven; to aſſure the ſons of men of their 
infallible certainty and to perſuade them to believe the 
ſame and to venture their all upon them; for to a 
carnal world they are fooliſhneſs, they look on them 
as an unlikely, unfeaſible ſtory, and therefore are they 
by them, if not utterly rejected, entertained with a 
eold indifference and diſregard : but to them that be- 
lie ve, are they found to be the 1wi/dom of God, and 
the power of God. | | . 5 
I Theſe truths of the goſpel have, of all other, the 
higheſt certainty, as coming immediately from Heaven, 
and with-all the nobleſt tendency, as was ſaid, in that 


t)] 2 Cor. iii, 33, —{u} Chap. iv. 6, 
| they 
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they lead all, who believe and . then, qirectiy 
home thither, no leſs than the pillar of cloud and of 
fire. did old I{ract to the typical Canaan, © It was 
this doctrine, when the warld was wrapt up in darneſs, 
thicker than that in the beginning on the face of the 
deep, let down the day<ſprin 17 from on high upon us, 

and brought life and immortaſity to light again. Theſs 
are pearls and jewels of Heaven, more precious than 
rubies, and that all things to be defired here below, 

are not to be coinpared with: No wonder then, chat 
to believers, they, be dearer than the apple of there 


eye, yea, than their very lives, | 
This divine, heavenly doctrine, revealed by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and by them, or 


1 the holy 90 it in 1 f erg to 


10 Church, 5 A beiog: no other than a Society of 


believing men and wowen, by faith united to Chriſt, 
and one to- another. in love; where the doctrine of 


faith 1 Is not, there believers cannot be. Without this, 
antiquity, long ſucceſſions, pomp ahd magnificence of 


: Churches, and of outward adiminittcations i in religion 
frequent and fervent devotions, ſtrictneſs and auſte- 


rity of life, bearing a ſemblance of holineſs, can no 
more make a Church, than a well drawn picture does 


a man. An union of multitudes in the ſame ſentiments 
and opinions, is no other, without it, than a conſpi- 
racy of error againſt, the truth: Which, by how much 


it is the more itrait and cloſe, is fo much the more 


dangerous : : all which have, for matly ages paſt, been 
verified of the Church of Rome, fallly lo called. What- 
ever diſorders or corruptions may creep into a Church, 


among the officers or the members of it, if the doctrine 
of the goſpel! remains found and intire, they will be 
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the eaſilier remedied by much: But if that is no more 
to be found, the foundation is razed : In which caſe, 
all the reparations that can be made, will be to little 
purpoſe, without that be laid anew. Further, the doc- 
trine of the goſpel being, as the dawning of the eter- 
nal day, when it, in any material points, once falls 
under an eclipſe, night and the ſhadow of death over- 
ſpreads a Church or land, the path of life is loſt, Souls 
* bewildered, and can no longer find the way into 
the city. : | , . 

There are tuo things further I ſhall take notice of, 
anent the truths or docfrine of the glorious goſpel; 
one is, the reaſon why ſo frequently in the New 77% 
tament, it goes by the name of THE FAITH, name. 
ly, becauſe the firſt and main thing required of us, 
with reference to it, that we may be ſaved, + is, that 
we believe it; not in a general and hiſtorical way on- 
Iy, but cordially, firmly, particularly, and with ap- 
plication to our ſelves. It is of the laſt importance 
to ſinners, both ourſelves and others, and therefore 

deſer ves our particular notice and regard, viz. That 
the doctr ine of the goſpel, the myſtery of God in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world-to himſelf, the good news from 
Heaven, of ſalvation and eternal life in Chriſt, to loſt 
ſinners of Adam's race, that whoever of them all will 
believe in his name, ſhall. not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life; that this, I ſay, is the great ordinance of 
God, appointed, bleſt and made effectual, as well for 
begetting of faith, as for building us up in faith and 
| holineſs : This therefore“ of believing the goſpel is, 
bx any means, to be opened, and preſt upon loſt ſin- 
ners, as that without which the goſpel will be of none 
effect, as to them. And here great wiſdom, experi- 
ence and inſight inte: the myſtery of Chriſt, is need- 
ful: All I ſhall take upon me to ſay of it at the time, 
+ Que on Its 


, 


is, That it is ſomewhat removed, as far as can be, 
from the nature of a work, that it is faith and belicv. 
ing in the moſt native and genuine ſenſe of the words, 
which the Lord requires of us, that we may be fav- 
ed: For if we carefully heed not the proper ſenſe of 
the words of the Holy Ghaſt, we'll be in danger of 
looſing the faith 4. e 2 an 


The next is the neceſſary connexion there is, be- & 
twixt the ſanckification of the Spirit, and the belief 


of the truth, between the glorious truths of the goſ- 


pel, believed and embrace 
life. That theſe doctrines of the goſpel, believed as 


, and holineſs of heart and 


faithful and good, with application to one's ſelf (other. 


wiſe they're not believed as they ought : For to be... 
lieve they are faithful, good and true in the general, 


and to ſome, is no more than what, hypocrites and 
reprobates may. and do. believe) are and will, accor- 


ding to the meaſure of faith, be a mighty and never 


failing mean of ſanctification, is evident from 2 C. 


vii. i. compared with: the laſt ver/es of the former 


2 Theſſ. ii. 13. Tit. ii. 11, 12. For the grace of Cu, 
that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared unto: all men: 


teaching us, that denying ungadlineſs, —we ſhould live 


ſoberly, &c. + The law, tho? it taught the ſame thing, 


many a. day, yet could it never, for all its authority 


and feverity, make one ſinful creature learn the leflon : 


But the grace of God revealed to faith, in the doc- 


trine of the goſpel, teaches it effectually, and to pur- 


poſe J. That it muſt be fo, and cannot be other - 


wiſe, might, if it were neceſſary, or time did allow, 


be made as. evident, as the moſt demonſtrable propo- 


ſition is. | ; 


For the ſame. reaſon it is that the. doctr ine of the 
goſpel is called, the doctrine which is according ts 
Cdalineſs (x), the great my/tery of Codlineſs {y). 


u. Queſtion I. f Rem. I1,—{x] 2 Tim. yi. 3-—{y]-1 Tim. 
| Ul, 106. | | ; 
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The heathens had their religious myſteries in their 
idol temples, theſe miſerable idolaters were, by their 
prieſts, the devil's miniſters, ſecretly initiated and in- 

ſtructed in; which were no other, generally, than 
myſteries of impurity and ungodline/s: thg Apoltles 


ſpeak alſo of another myſtery, which was even in their 


days begun to work, and has fince been revealed, 
namely, the my/tery of Antichriſt, directly oppoſite 


to the myſtery of Chriſt; but it alſo is a myſtery of 
iniquity, of abominations and filthineſs, much a-kin to 


the former (z). A myſtery which is yet at this day, 


alas! working mightily in theſe lands: but behold, 


ſays tlie Apoltle, here is another fort of myſtery, e- 
ven a my/tery of Godline/s; a myſtery that renounces 
the hidden things of diſhoneſty, that abandons all man- 
ner of ungodlineſs, a myſtery that teaches godlineſs, 


effectually works, and produces godlineſs in all, who 


are once initiated in the knowledge and belief of it. 


he obedience of faith, that we read of, Rom. xvi. 
256. is of the ſame import; namely, the obedience 
that's inſeparable from faith, that natively flows from 


faith, that is produced by faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by a faith of the glorious truths of the goſpel : 
and beſides this obedience of faith, their is not, nei- 
ther can there be any evangelical obedience, Sinners 
- out of Chriſt, it is true, muſt be preſſed and encou- 
raged to the uſe of all means appointed for the work- 


ing of faith, and for their coming to acquaintance with 
. Chriſt and God in him: (for without they hear, to 


Inſtance, how can they believe.) + But till once a 


Soul be ſaved by believing, there will not, nor can 


there be any, whither comfortable or acceptable, 40. 
ing ; for without faith, it is impoſlible to pleaſe God 
(4). From all which we may learn, + that the preach- 
ing of the doctrine of free grace (however the cor- 
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ruptiouof may's nature be diſpoſed to abuſe it, which 
the Spirit of God was aware of, and which he has 
ſufſiciently cautioned, us againſt in the New Teſtament) 
will never of itſelf lead people to looſneſs of life : yea, 


o far from it, it is the great mean appointed and bleſt | 
to the quite contrary purpole, namely, the produce 


ing of real holineſs : therefore, all fears of that {ort 


are equally vain and ignorant T4. l 


Now, this miſtery of God and of Chriſt, this myſtery 
of Godlineſs, this doctrine of faith, is commitred in 


Truſt unto miniſters, to be, by them, :kept./ound and 


intire to be kept pure and diſtinct; to be kept not 


only the ſame for ſubſtance, but the ſame in point of 


Hunplicity. 


Fir ſe, this Truſt is committed to chem, to be kept | 


ſound and intire. Of the whole myſtery of faith re- 


vealed, nothing may be loſt; The very fragments of 


goſpel truth, if any of them may be ſo compared, are 
to be gathered up and preſerved. As even the filings 
of gold, becauſe gold as well as the whole piece; are 


not to be loſt, fo it is here: and much the rather, be. 


cauſe of that neceſſary connexion there is among 'pof- 


pel truths, that one of them cannot be loſt or want. 
ing, without prejudice to the others. Wherefore, 


minifters muſt keep, and, as they have opportunity, 
declare all the counfel of God Cb). As Maſes would 


not, ſo neither muſt they conlent, that one hoof of 


what is committed to their charge, 'be detained or cut 
off from the reſt. None who bear the name of Chriſt, 


but they will be content, yea, zealous to keep ſome | 


part of this Truſt: but ſinoe the doctrine uf the goſ- 
pel is committed in Truſt, without it be kept whole 
and intire, it is uot 'kept in the ſenſe of the text; Led 
the Truſtee, will otherwiſe be found in mala 
yea, a thouſand to one, but he ſhall be e A 
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1 ful and unprofitable ſervant, and ſentenced accord. 
ingly. For, however we may come and go, and 
compromiſe in our own matters, we, by no means, 
may uſe a like freedom in reference to what is com. 
mitted to us in Truſt, with expreſs orders to the 

contrary. What our Lord ſays, Matth. v. 19. in re. 
ference to. the Law, is equally applicable to the Doc. 
trines of the Goſpel, namely, Mhaſo therefore ſhall 
break one of theſe leaſt commandments, (or betray one 

of thefe leaſt truths) and ſhall teach men fo, he ſhall 
be called leaſt in the kingdom of heaven; but wheſo- 

_- ever ſhall do and teach them, the ſame, &c. O 

Secondly, This part of the T ruſt is. committed to 

be kept pure and diſtinct. No additions, no mixtures, 

no alterations. may be made here: Hay and ſtubble. 
may not be interlaced with -the gold and precious 
ſtones to be Huilt on the foundation; they mult not 
adulterate the wares of heaven with their own ſtuff, 

the better to get it vended off. The Lord complains, 
Fer. xxiii: That the prophets gave forth their own 
dreams and lies in his name-: Wherefore he fays, 
' The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; 
| and he that hath my word, let him ſpeak my word 

| faithfully: What is the chaff to the wheat ? ſaith the 
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Lord (c). '| hey muſt not deliver any thing as the 
Lord's Saying, but what they are ſure they have re- 
| ceived at the Lzord's mouth, in his holy oracles; Thus 
| ſaith the Lord mult not be heard-when the Lord hath 
| not ſpoken. it. But more” particularly, they muſt 
[ keep the Doctrine of Chriſt diſtin from, N 


1. The Docttrines of Men, their own or of others; 

| In vain do they wir ſhip me, teaching for doctrines the 

| | commandments of men d]. Why are ye ſubjed to or- 
dinauces after ——the dodtrines of men (e)? It 

| - mult, by any means, be kept diſtin& from the vazr 
1 babblings and oppoſitions of {ſcience in the text (J). 
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The doctrine of the goſpel being a Truſt, there is 


no room left for engine or witty invention, in point 


of new things : There is place for prayer, meditation, 


and ſtudy indeed, in order, not to any new invention, 
but to the diſcovery of the things of the Spirit of God. 


The g9/pel not being as philoſophy is, the product of 


human reaſon, minifters muſt content themſelves with 


being truſtees, without affecting to be authors in the 


needs be a Freethinke;: and an author in divine things: 
But, alas ! by their. waxing vain in their imaginations, 


their fooliſh heart is darkened; and by profeſſing 


themſelves to be wiſe, they become fools (g). How 
much, not only in former days, but at this preſent 
time, even in Britain and Ireland, Chriſt in his goſpel 
is ſuffering from this ſort of men, this audience, I 
preſume, needs not be informed. But what is moſt 
lamentable, ** next to the diſhonour done to our glo- 


© rious God and Saviour,” ſuch divines, fallly ſo call- 
ed, po never to deſtruction alone; yea fo far from 
it, they lead ſhoals of filly fouls (who call themma/ter, 


and are willing ina ſenſe to be baptizedin their name} 


along with them, and after them; ſo fond are we na- 
turally of the divinity deviſed and taught by men, ra- 


ther than of that divinity which has glorious Chriſt 
for its author, who brought it from the boſom: of the 
Father, the ſeat © and fource” of counſel and affec- 
tion, and revealed-it unto uss. 
But this goſpel being committed to miniſters in 
Truſt, as an “ ineſtimable” pearl out of heaven's 


treaſure, they muſt keep it clear of every thing 


2 Rom i 27, 22 3 
„ that's 


The vain and preſumptuous mind of man, finding 
itſelf ſo hedged up here from inventing or adding an 
thing of its own, becomes impatient of the reſtraint, _ 
breaks through the bounds God has ſet him, and-witt— 
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that!s man's: they mult! baniſh from their faith and- 
preaching, every doctrine, be it ancient or modern, 
that calls man fathen. I a doctrine can inſtruct its 
pedigree no otherwiſe, thao by the ſubtilty of the 
ſchools, the authority of councils, the characters of 
ſuch godfathers or adopters, or by its own good 
features and complexion,?? as being probable, fine, 
witty, rational, well proportioned, it is but a ue 
| Cibus brocd ; and therefore not to be owned as any 
part of the Truſt: ſince it was not tranſmitted to us 
from Chriſt, by his Apeſlles, it belongs to the vin 
babble and baſtard ſcience of the text. It was well 
ſaid by Baſil, one of the ancients, that miniſters arc 
not to be adthors f any doctrine, but guardians e that 
which is committed to tbeir Truft (hi and that the 
work of councils, aſlembled-for- the cauſe of truth, is 
not to make new articles of faith, but to- preſerve, 
explain and defend the doctrine of faith delivered from 
the beginning, againſt ſuch errors and hereſies as rife 


* in oppolition ther eto 

1 | 2. + They muſt keep it diſtin. from the Law, which 

[ tho” it may be called the doctrine of God, yet, being | 
of a nature and deſign quite different from this, and 
f God hnaſelf having ſeperated aid kept them diſtinct, | 


ve mult not offer to unite or conjoin them 4. The 
one is called the miniſtration of the /etfer of death, | 
= and of condemnation; the other a miniſtration of the 
| | Spirit, of life, and of 'righteouſne/s (i). The con- 
| founding, jumbling, or blending of theſe two after any 
fort, this fame Apoſtle was, we find, as much afraid 
| of, as one would be of mingling the rankeſt poiſon in- 
to the moſt ſovereign meuicine. ' What care and pains 
he was at, to keep miniſters from teaching, and 'peo- 
ple from expecting ſalvation, in whole. or in part, by 
the lau as an inſtrument” or mean of riphteoutneſs 
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and life, his epiſtles, particularly theſe to the Romans 
and Galattans, do and will bear teſtimony to all ge- 
nerations. The difficulty. is great here, becauſe of a 
ſtrong propenſion in all men, by nature, towards the 
way of the old Covenant; and therefore much need 
has the man of God, in this bufineſs, of ſpiritual judg- 
ment and underſtauding from above; eſpecially when 


the danger is conſidered : for if herein he miſtakes, 


let him mean never ſo well, he kills, inſtead of curing. 

Tis certain, there is need of the lau as a ſchook-maſter 
to bring us to Chriſt; anch it is as certain, they who 
are once brought to him by means of it, tho* they 
continue to need both diſcipline and inſtruction, are 


never to be ſent back to their old School-maſter, + - 


the law as a Covenant I mean, for either the-one-or 


the other. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt being a divine 


prophet and king, both of them, wants neither wiſ- 
dom nor authority for inſtructing and governing his 


children: and as he needs not, fo neither will he truſt 


them with any ſuch governors or tutors. This 
Truſt therefore miniſters are to keep fo diſtinct and 


pure from the lau, as not only to teach people not 
to look for ſalvation neither for works nor by works, 
but only for Chriſt and by Faith. in him j but alſo 
carefully to caution them againſt the ſeeking of ſalva- 
tion, as it were by the works of the lap. 
The difficulty and importance of this point, with 
the ſpiritual {kill that is neceſſary to it, made Luther; 


that third Elijab, often ſay, he who had learned rights 


ly to diſtinguiſh between the lam and the gepel, was 
a good divine. It is “ like wiſeꝰ a judicious obſerve 
of the great Ouen on that text, 2 Cor. xi. 3. I fear 
leſt—as the ſerpent beguiled Eve ſo your minds ſhould 


be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt ; vis. 
That the tenor of the Covenant of works being pro- 


1 Queſt, VI. | Rem, IX. . 
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poſed to our firſt parents in a prohibition with a n 
threatning annexed thereto, and the Covenant of / 
Grace being propoſed to us principally inthe promiſes L 
of the goſpel; as Satan beguiled Eve, by corrupting 9 
the threatning with his falſe interpretation; ſohas he 7 
ever ſince, by all means endeavoured to beguile her 
poſterity, by cor rupting the promiſes of the new Co f 
venant with one falle interpretation or other, pang : 


poſition to the wiſdom and grace of God diſplayed - 1 
therein, | | — | 1 
have inſiſted the longer on this, that I take it to 7 

be the main of the Truſt intended in the text; tho? p 
not excluſive of, but rather as including, the other fe 
two, namely, | | t⸗ 


II. The In/titutions of Chriſt. For, ſince. he, as d 
the alone king and head of his Church, has, in and by. b 
this goſpel, changed and aboliſned theſe ſolemn ordi- b 


nances of worſhip and government, which God him. 5 
elf, by Moſes, ſet up under the old, Teſtament, there- 4 
by rendering it criminal for any one whoever, to ſerve tl 

God any longer according to theſe; it is not to be U. 
| thought, either that he would leave his Church deſ- * 
titute of ordinances, or that he removed theſe which 

had their riſe from the wiſdom of God, to make room tl 

for the wiſdom of man to diſplay its witty, but vain bs 

inventions in the matters of. God's glory and of his tf 

own eternal felicity. No ſure; he who is ſet over G 

the houſe of Jacob, to rule it for ever and ever; he 1 

who lits a Prioſt upon his throne, with full authority 10 

as well as ability to build the temple of the Lord; X 

he who is a ſon over his own houſe, has been. no d. 

leſs faithful to him who appointed him, than was = 


Moſes in all the houſe of God: The Apoſtle and high FF ., 

Prieſt of our profeſſion has completely furniſhed his * 

nouſe with ordinances, with officers and rulers. of or- 0 

der; and has committed all in Truſt and charge to 

his miniſters. As tlie laſt words of the old Teſtament 
| | run, 


\ 
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run, remember the lau of Moſes my ſervant=with the 

ſtatutes and the judgements (k); ſo our Lord's laſt 
words to his minifters, when he was leaving the earth, 
were, teaching them to obſerve all . whatſtever | 


I have commanded you (I). 


They are appointed and fer in the houſe of God, F 


for this very thing, to ſee thar all things, command- 
ed by the God of Heaven, be diligently done for the 
hou 


rupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, the divine 


preſence, bleſſing and acceptance, are in 'fo far for- 


feited. And therefore, if they be in ever ſo little 


tainted or blended, immediately from their own wiſ. 
dom or other luſts, or from the luſts of other men, 


be they of what character they will, without their 
bearing due teſtimony againſt the ſame, they will have 


it to anſwer for: For none may in the leaſt add to or 
diminiſh from divine inſtitutions, without they ſhew 


their commiſſion under the broad - ſeal of Heaven for 
that effect; and likewiſe inſtruct their power to bleſs 
and make effectual what they appoint. - - 

The ordinances of Chriſt, as they have no need of 
the meretricious paint, attire or embellithments of 


man's wit, their glory being of another nature; ſo 


they being Heaven's appuinted means for glorifying 
God in the world, and for our ſanftification, as well 


as a ſacred Truſt, miniſters have need to be very jea- 


lous over them; and ſo much the more, that God has; 
in reference to the ordinances of his houle eſpecially, 
declared himfelf a jealous God.  Will-worſhip and 
voluntary humility are an abomination to the Lord ; 
and all one with pride, rebellion and irreligion, 
in his accouut : The cutting off a Dog's neck, 


or the offering of Swines Bod, for eri, 


[k!] Mal. iv. 4.—{1] Matth. xxviii. 2. 755 55 
were 


of the God of Heaven: For if the ordinances, 
whether of worſhip or government, be in the leaſt cor- 
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were not more loathſome and deteſtable under the old 
Teſtament than human inventions annext to, or ming. 
led with divine inſtitutions, are to him under the new. 
As Parphar and Ahana, rivers of Damaſcus, might 
be as good water for waſhing away the filth of -the 
fleſh, as Jordan was, yet the former wanting that 


word, of divine inſtitution, which the latter had, they 
could not be uſed in faith in order to healing; nor 


was any bleſſing from God to be expected on them 


for that end: even fo, tho? it were granted; that c 
ſing, kneeling, praiſing of Goch uith pipes and whillles,; 
religious kiſſmg af biblesin folemn worſhip, jouſing at 
words and ſounds, making of religious curteſies to Tu- 


ble, or to the ſun-riſmg, Cor the eaſt) reading of 
prayers to God, and reading of them word about, &c. 
were as good in themſelves as. the. doing other wiſe; 
yet theſe being deſtitute of ſo much as a ſhadow of di- 


vine inſtitution, they can never be uſed in faith of the 
divine acceptance or bleſſing. Yea; ſar fart from it, 


that God, Who knows,”and never; fails tg call things 
by their right names, calls corruptions in the ordi-: 
nances of his worſhip, like unto-thefe:;/ he calls them, 


Ifay, ſpiritual whoredom, adultery, playing the harlot, 


and committing of lewdneſs with ſtrangers, &c. 

If mays wiſdom be once allowed to add or alter fo; 
much as one loup or pin, it will never be eaſy, or at: 
reſt; without the! whole tabernacle he new modelled, 


according to the pattern in his own head. And one 


cannot tell Hat may be the conſequences of, nor how 


much the Lord may be diſpleaſed with a very ſail 
yariation from the pattern ſnewed in the mount. Ihe 
bearing of the ark upon a neu cart, was as harmleſs 


and extrinſic ian innovation, as people could readily 
fall upon, in reference to the houſe of God; yet, 
Was it met with a very ſenſible token of the divine 


jealouſy, Nor will good meanings and defigns be 


ſuſtained as any whit of an apology for ſuch * 
; | | able 
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able.medlings : the maſt kindly return any is to-ex- 
pect; for ſuch officious ſer vices, is but a cold one; 
namely, who has required theſe things at your, hands? 


For 1 commanded them not, non came it fo much as ins 


to my mind, | 

As the zeal of Gods houſeconſumed our Lond Try 
ſelf, and the typical David, both of them; ſo ought 
the ſame Spirit to be in all his miniſters ſpecially : 
they ought to do what in them lies, by reformation 
and” a ſpiritual impartial exercile of diſcipline, to 


purge the houſe of God (m/: and to watch andwirh- 


lang, from entring into it, all fuch perſons and things, 
as, in the hook of 

warrant to be there. For to them has the Sox, who 
is over his own houſe, committed in Truſt, the or- 
dinances aud order of it, with a ſolemn charge to 


keep them pure and intire, without ay the leaſt ad- 


dition or ſubſtraction, mixture or exchange of one 
thing for another Therefore, all ſuch, be who they 
will, tho? they were ev'n kings or parliaments who 
would ſer up their poſt by God's poſt's, or their threſh- 
old by: his threſholds, to 1 defilingj of his houſe, and 


of his. holy name, they muſt withltand ug. Obſervea- 


ble is-that word. For if thou lift up thy taal upon it 

(viz. the ſtones of God's Altar, to hew, poliſh, or 

make them more ſightly) thou haſt polluted it (9). | 
The ordinances are alſo committed to their Truſt, 


to be by them, in a believing dependence on him, kept 
up and maintained in their power and ſpiritual glory ; 


without which, they'll prove but ineffectual to the great 
ends of their inſtitution, and will fall under the con- 
temptof acarnal world. This was the ACE Paul's . 


great care {p). 


F e he has committed in Truſt to their keep- 4 


* 


Im 1 Tim. v. 20, 21. Tit. i. 13. and ii. 15. — Ezek. 
xlui. 0] Exod xx. 25,—[p] I Cor. ii. 4 5. 


the manner of the houſe; have no 


ing 
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ing, his own royal rights, prero atives, dignities in 
and about his houſe, as king of Zion; 10 be by them 
aſſerted, maintained and defended againſt all preten- 
ders and invadors whatſoever: Theſe are they 
in no caſe, be the coſt and peril what it will, to ſur. 


render, part with, or drop, ,by ceaſing to claim 
and own them, if they would not be found, and ac. 


cordingiy treated as traitors to their Truſt, and againſt 


his crown and dignity, as the alone king and head of 
His Church. 
To them likewiſe as guardians; bas he committed 


in Truſt, the rights and privileges of: his children and 


people, the Church of believers, to be for them pre. 
ſer ved and maintained from the invaſions and encroach. 


ments of all ſuch as will, by deceit or violence, oppreſs 


rob, or make a prey of them. 

To them has he alfo committed in Truſt, their own 
office, as Truſtees in his houſe, that they may diſcharge 
it, and maintain it with the rights and privileges there. 
unto belonging, againſt all luch as would enſlave, or 


bring them into bondage. The power and authori. 


ty, their Lord has inveſted them with, they are to 
keep and hold themſelves well contented with, ufing 
it for ediſication, and not for deſtruction ; without 


thirſting, catching, or clambering for more, whether 


under the notion of negatives, or poſitives: And all 
this as they would be approved and found faithful by 
their Lord at his coming. All this, and much more, 
belongs to the ſecond branch of the I ruſt above- named, 
viz, The inſtitutions of Chriſt. But Leome to the 
third branch of che Truſt; namely, 

III. His holy commandments. I he goſpel of Cheil 


is a holy goſpel; the doctrine of it is a doctrine of ho- 


linels ; the inſtitutions of it are the means of holinels; 
the promiſes of it are * Iweetelt and ſtrongeſt mo. 
avez 


Ae 


\ 
— 8 — — 


224082 


ma a — 4 22 & 


——— — 


£ a 7 
ives to holineſs ; the grace of it diſpoſes and enables 
to holineſs; the Spirit whereof it is the miniſtration, 


_ 


is a Spirit of holineſs; the glorious author of it is te 


great exemplar of holineſs; and the commands of it 


require, and are the rule of holineſs. . | 
So, tho? believers be not under the {aw in the ſenſe 

of the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking by the Apoſtle Paul, yer 

are they not therefore children of Belial, walking 


without yoke. It is true, the moſt eminent of orthodox 


divines, have held, that the gepel taken properly and 
ſtrictly (for the good news from Heaven, of help in 


God thro? Jeſus Chriſt, for loſt undone ſelf-deſtroying 
ſinners) had neither precepts nor threatnings belong= 


ing to it: Yet there's no doubt of it (nor did they 
ever ſpeak or mean otherwiſe) the law of God is in 


the goſpel. e e 

+ In no ſenſe indeed conſiſtent with the words of 
the Holy Ghoſt in ſeripture, (and what is not ſo, is 
no other than the vain bablings mentioned inthe text; 


let men colour it as they will, or can) are believers 


under the law, as it is the Covenant of works, whe- 


ther commanding, or condemning ; whether as to 


obedience, or as to ſanctification: For Chriſt as our 
ſurety, having fully anſwered the demands of the law 


commanding, as well as of the law e is 
clear, as writ with a ſun-· beam, that believers in Chriſt 


cannot be under the ten commands, as they are the 


matter of that Covenant, which being an image of 
God's holineſs or righteouſneſs, can never be ſuppoſ- 
ed to require that which would be unrighteous, namely 
a double payment of the ſame debt +. But tho” mat- 


ters ſtand thus twixt believers and that law-cove- 


nant, yet are they not therefore without law-to God, 
being under the lau to Chriſt- Which is no other 
than whiat of old the Lord promiſed to his ſervant 
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g0 forth af Zion (r). b 
father bas, immediately from“ Heaven with” his 


eber I tommand you (x). 
of his miniſters extend any farther, than to teach and 


CI 


Moſes I will raiſe them up a prophet. from among their 
brethren like unto thee, .and will put my words in his 
mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ſhall 


command him. And whoſvever will not hearken unto 


my words which he ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will 
require it of him (g. It is no other than what was 
foretold by the prophets, namely, that the law ſhould 
It is no other than what the 


own mouth, enjoined us, this is my beloved ſon, hear 
ye him (J): hear him as the great prophet revealing, 


teaching; hear him as the alone ing and lawgiver of 
the Church, commanding; + hear him only, Hear him 
in all things (t), hear him always |. 


* 


I And as it is the Father's will we ſhauld receive ihe 


law from his ſon's mouth; ſo the great thing, our 


Lord expects and requires of his people and follo wers, 


is, that they will ſo do; f you love me, keep my com. 
mandments (u); Ye are my friends, if ye do whatſq+ 
Nor does the commiſſion 
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him: On the other hand, whoever refules or demurs 


to hear him, being the ſole ambaſſador, of heaven, and 


q Dent, xvili. 18, 19,-r Iſa, is, 3 r Micah iv, 2 Mat, 


xvii, 5 f Remark V t Acts iii 22 f Remark V u John xiv 
15 X John xy 14 PLD 2 | 


having 


Cor, xi. 35, 31. | Slander VIII. 
| C 
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the whole will, name, euthority and nature of God 
jo him, ſhall be cut off :—Every Soul which will not 


bear that prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among the 


people. YE. 


+ Neicher, tho” as to believers they be ciyeſled ot 


the lau curſe, or threatning of eternal damnation in 
caſe of every failure, are the commands of Chriſt there- 


ſore without ſanction: For F his children forfake his 
law, and walk not in his judgements, &c. then will he 
viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rad, &c., (2 ) They 


ſhall be chaſtened of the Lord in ſame caſes ſo ſharply, 


a5 not only to loſe their comfort and the light of their. 


father's countenance, but ſo as to have the influences; 
of grace withheld, ſo as to be left to fall under ſpi- 
ritual judgements, to fall into ſin for the puniſhment. 
of former ſius, yea, their natural life may go in the 
caule, yet thall they not, for all that, be condemned 
with the world: Fir this cauſe many are weak and 


ſickly among you, and many ſleep. But when we 


are judged, we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould 
not be condemned with the world, fa} f. 

Now, in receiving the law ſrom his mouth who is 
Jehovah out righteafneſ5,”' we receive it from Jeho- 
vah, we receive it from our Creator we receive 
it from the great, the ſupreme, the moſt high God, 
hut clothing himſelf with, and revealing himſelf to us 
under the ſweet and endearing relation and character 


of a God Redeemer... God forbid'we, at this time of 
day, ſhould in words or manner of ſpeech ſo much as 


ſeem to give the leaſt countenauce to them who are, 
what in them lies, robbing our deareſt Lord of his 
eſlential glory, pulling him from his throne, and 


treading his crown and honour in the duſt; or that we 


ſhould ſofar incroach upon, and betray the privilege and 


conſolation of belieyers, || as to tell them, they muſt 


(y) Act. ii. 23.— f Rem. VI.) pfal. lxxix- 30.— (a) £ 
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receive the law from the lewd of God as Creator 40 


F Chriſt. Which ſome from among ourſelves have 
plainly enough intimated in their public writings ; 
As alſo that the reſtricting believers to receive the 


ten commands only at the hands of Chriſt, is a doc- 


trine injurious unto the infinite majeſty of the ſove- 


reign Lord Creator, and to the honour of his holy 


1 


law—/b). DOK 
' All! is he not our AE reign Lord Creator and of 


infinite Majeſty? Is not the New Teſtament full and 


frequent in telling us fo much? particularly, John i, 
Col. i. Heb, i. This of his being our ſovereign Lord 
Creator, is among the firſt things we are told of him. 
How then can it be injurious to the Creator's Maje. 


fly, to receive the law from the Creator's mouth, re- 
vealing himſelf to us as our God Redeemer too: 


+ Nay, let them deal with a God out of Chriſt, and di- 
rect others to him who will, we, knowing im to be 
conſuming fire to guilty creatures, will and mult ſay 
with holy Luther, we'll ſhut our eyes and ears, we'll 
neither hear, ſee, nor have to do with any other God, 


beſides God manifeſted in the fleſh, even God in Chriſt 
reconciling the world to himſelf, We are Chriſt's 


miniſters, let us hold by our maſter ; for our 
pleading the cauſe of an abſolute God againſt him 


we'll have thanks neither from him, nor from his fa- 


ther . | - | 

Now, Chriſt's holy commandments, being both 
rhe matter: and the rule of all goſpel obedience, are 
a part of the Truſt committed to Timothy, and every 


709 Antinom. f the Marrow detected, pages 88, 
and 89. | 
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| one 


„ f . . AS.  - 


„„ ws 


a 


1 


one of Chriſt's miniſters {c). Theſe commands of 
their Lord, are they to declare, explain, proclaim and 
bind upon the ſoul aud conſcience in his name; en- 
joining, commanding {4), exhorting Ce), admoniſh- 
ing, rebuking, charging V, according to them, in 


all points.” In one word, theſe holy commands are 


they to ſet in oppoſition to ſin in all its ſhapes and 
lies, and with them are they to ſet forward and 
promote all manner of holy converſation. and god- 
linels. And great need there is of diligence, watch- 
ing and contending in this matter: For a falling a- 


way from the holineſs of the goſpel, whereof the 


commands are the rule, tends to the diſhonour of 
Chriſt, ſtains our holy profeſſion, and hazards the 
eternal ſalvation of ſouls, no leſs than failing from 
its doctrine or inſtitutions does. This is an evil of 
a moſt ſpreading and moſt extenſive nature; and 


which they who profeſs the goſpel are very obnoxi- 


ous to: And thu” commonnels takes off much of 


the ſenſe of its evil and danger, yet ſuch as under a 
profeſſion of the goſpel turn aſide unto open and 
viſible profanity, being hardned through the deceit- 


fulnels of ſin, are rarely recovered again to repen- 
tance Cg). 3 | 5 
| That one may be accepted of God ** through 
Jeſus Chriſt,” notwithſtanding ſeveral errors and 
miſtakes of the mind about ſpiritual things, none 
will, I think, queſtion: But that any who live 


and die impenitenily, againſt the rule and tenor 


of that holineſs which the glorious goſpel teaches 


and requires, ſhould ever /ee the Lord, none 


(e) 1 Theſ. iv. 2, 5, 18., 2 Theſ. i. 8.—(d) 1 Tim. iv, It. 


De) v. 7. and vi. 2 Tit. iii. 8, 14.—(f) 1 Tim. v. 20. and 


Oo . e ee 
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uo truly fear him will dare to affirm, Yet it is 


clear from ſcripture, and but too manifeſt to obſer- 
vation, in thoſe our latter times eſpecially, that men 


will, under an ontward profeſſion of the goſpel, give 
themſelves up to the conduct, and to the gratifying 


of the vileſt of luſts: Thereby crucifying to them- 


ſelves the /n Cod afreſh, and putting him to open 
ſhame: Fer it is only where holineſs is profeſt, and 
the power of it evidenced in its fruits, that Chriſt is 
glorified and honoured in the world. Then only is 
there a due repreſentation of the goſpel, and of its 
-plorious author, made to the ſons of men, when his 


people ſhe forthiin their Spirit and walk the power, 


Purity and efficacy of his d5&7rine, inſtitutions, grace, 


and holy lat; and hereby he is glorified : But, when 


men believe other wile than the goſpel teaches, or live 
other wiſe than it reguires, there is not only a freach- 


ery in the Truſt, but, according to the meaſure of 
qe fection from the principles of goſpel truth, or from 


the rule of obedience the goſpel preſcribes, our Lord 


udp re to ſhame and ſuffering anew : For it is on- 
Iy in his goſpel, in his ſervants, intereſt and members, 


he can-now ſuffer from the ſons of men. 


Bur belides the turning aſide into a carnal, world. - 
ly, tvkewarm, openly ſinful and profane courſe of life, 
which apoſtacy from that holineſs the poſpel indiſpen- 


fibly requires of all the followers of Chriſt, and that 


has ſometime been eminently conſpicuous among them 
is wofully manifeſt at this day, among the body of all 
'ranks'of perſons, who bear the name of Chriſt ; be- 
ſides this, I (ay, there are many, who turn aſide from 


the holineſs of the goſpel, unto another holineſs, which 


yet is not auother; becauſc it is none at all. To ſay 


nothing of them who put themſelyes to much pain, 
in a ſtrict obſervance of the commands and traditions 
of men, and, by multiplying unrequired duties, make, 
even as did the Phariſees of old, the commanaments 
of Cod of none effect, by their traditions. | 
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on alpha, and their own omega. The alone ſprings _ 


nanie for wiſdom, righteouſnefs, ſanctification, and 
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Some, yea not a few, they conſine the whole of 
their obedience to mere morality, or ſich a confor- 
mity of life, to.the light of nature, ſomewhat improved 
by the help of the ſcriptures, as to be uſeful and ap- 
proved among men: which indeed folk, by the uſe _ 
and improvement of their rational faculties, without. 
any ſpecial aid of the, Syirit and grace of Chriſt, may 
do for the love of Ta and yet never do any thing 
that's accepted with God. 5 
| Others, they apply themſelves to the ſtudy of egal 
holineſs, or a — of obedience, much the ſame for 
ſubſtance with what the goſpel teaches, but proceed- 
ing from other principles, and carried on hy other, 
motives, Thele labour as in the fire for life, in whole 
or in part, by the lav; and being deſtitute of a ſu- 
per natural principle of. living unto God, they, acting 
in all they do from ſelf, and to ſelf only, are their 


of all their motion, are the ſlaviſh fear of puniſhment, 
and the mercenary. hope of ecard. They being? 
ignorant of the myſtery of Chriſt, of righteouſneſs, 
life and ſalvation in him for all, even the worſt of 
linners, who, ſeeing their own undoneneſs, and his „ 
glorious excellency, and counting all their beſt gains, 
but % and dung for him, betake themſelves to him 
as their alone and alſufficient ſaviour, believing on his 


redemption; and they being ignorant of the true way. 
of making continual application to him by faith, for 
grace, and ſupplies of his Spirit, to bring them into, 
and preſerve them in a ſtate of goſpel holineſs; They = 
I ſay, being ignorant of theſe,” do but ſpend their = 
days in vanity, and in end die fools; For, to the loſs | [; 
of all their tedious, irkſome labour, is at laſt added 3 
the inſupportable, irreparable loſs of their ſouls. 
+ This by-path of Baſtard holineſs is no other than 


? 
1 
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a.covered way to deſtruction, leading as directly and 
infallibly thither, as the open, f road of profa- 
nity does. For, they being ignorant of God's righie- 
uſneſs, and going about to eftabliſh their own righte- 
ouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righte. 
ouſrefs of Cod (h, + Sinners, parily through pride, 
and, partly through ignorance, do not fubmit to the 


Fighteoulneſs of God, in Chriſt. They know it not 


in its glory, completeneſs and ſuitableneſs to the 
holineſs of God, as well as to their nakedneſs and 
guilt; therefore, they dare not veiture their ſouls 
and their ſalvation on it: Or elſe they ſee not their 
own. abſolute need of it, their undoneneſs without it, 
but think, if fome ſmall allowance be made them, they 
may do their own turn; and therefore, they will not 


Fubmit to it; but go about to eſtabliſh and prop up 


that lifeleſs, loathſome carcaſe of their own righteouj- 
eſs, But without ſubmitting to the righteauſneſz 


of God, and a life of faith on the Lord Jelus Chriſt, 


for any to dream of being holy according to the mind 
of God, is no other, than really, and in effect to re- 
ane © nt oe nents) 

And therefore, in er branch of the Truſt, 
great need will the man of God have of wiſdom from 
above: As, to inſtance in a few particulars only, there 
is need of wiſdom, ; 


oy 


I. To bind the holy commands on people in their 


due order: That is, as the fiery lau uſhers in Chriſt 
to the ſou], by diſcovering abſolute need of him, and 
utter undoneneſs without him; ſo is Chri/? to uſher 
in his own commands. If the doctrines ot the goſpel 
make not way for the commands of the goſpel, if ſin- 
ners be not led to Chri/t, before they be yok'd to 
the work of obedience, our preaching and preſſing of 
duties on men, will, in effect, be but the binding of 


heavy burdens on their ſhoulders, which they'll neyer 


be able to ſtand, or walk out the way under. Our 
* ch) Rom. x. 3. | Lord's 


oe to M,, me 
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Lord's order is, come unt9 me, and get reſt to your 


Souls, (viz. in the way of believing) and then take my 


yoke upon y- i). And here I cannot but take no- 
tice of ſome dangerous hints and expreſſions, new and 
odd to be met with in our divinity, as, that not faith 
only, but holineſs, is a condition of our union to Chriſt, 
and of being intereſted in his treaſures and ſpiritual 
bleſſings, promiſed 4 (k). The very ſame with Sher- 
hck's doctrine, viz. © That a holy life muſt, at leaſt 
ein order of nature, go before our union with Chriſt; 
e becauſe by this we are united to him: And, that 
« we are not real living members of, Chriſt, till we 
« firſt ſincerely obey him C + And, that all Chrift 
has done for ſinners, will not profit them, without not 
faith only, but, repentanee, and holy ſincere goſpel a- 
bedience (m). Now, if we mult have theſe, ere we 
can get any. good of Chriſt, where ſhall we come by 
them? We have always hitherto thought, that repen- 
tance and holy obedience, and even, faitli too, came from 


Chriſt; and, that the two former were fruits of our 


union with him, by means of faith only 4. But, to- © 
proceed, there needs wiſdom, + or 

- 2» As to hedge people in from, kicentioufneſs, and 
abuſing the do@rine of free grace on the one hand, 
by ſpreading before them, aud binding upon then the 
holy commands, in their ſpirituality and extent; ſo on 
the other, to guard them off legali/m,:' (that is, 
a ſlaviſh, bondage frame of ſpirit, in, their du- 
ties and obedience} together, with the ſubtil, 
lecret and artful workings of ſelf, diſpoſing. and 
prevailing with even the beſt ſometimes, to truſt 
to their own duties and obedience, in whole or 


in part, for pardon, acceptance, and the obtaining of 


a reward at God's hand. Or, in one word, as the 


[ig Matth. xi. 28, 29. fSlander, X. TK] MaxwePs Ser- 
mon before the Synod of Angus, &c. April 1720, P. 102.—(Y 
Diſcourſe of the knowledge of Chriſt, &c. P. 349. f Slander. 

XI.-\m] Maxwel, ibid. P. 118, 119. ; ſeoeripture 
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ſcripture phraſes it, to guard them againſt ſeeking. 
'righteouſneſs and life, as it were, by the works of the 
law + For it is not an eaſy or common attainment, 
to be diligent: in all manner of holy obedience, as if 
we were to uin Heaven thereby, and yet, when we 
have done all, to reckon our ſelves unprofitable ſer 
vant . Again, there needs wiſ (om 
5 3: To bind on Chriſt's yoke with his own cords ; 
goſpel motives and arguments I mean. And, finally 
the man of God muſt be ſure to ſend people, on all 
occaſions, to Chriſt and the free promi/es of the cove- 
want; to get covenanted grace and ſtrength in the 
way of believing, for the performance of every duty, 
for walking in the way of obedience, and for bearing 
of the erols ; all of them, in an evangelical manner. 
For whatever is not wrought in us by the grace of 
'Chriſt, as well as wrought by us in a way of duty, is 
nothing a-kin to goſpel holineſs. 80 no 

Without theſe or the like be duly adverted to, the 

urging and preſſing upon folk the commands by them- 
ſelves will ferve to little ſaving purpoſe : For nothing 
is more diſpiriting and deadening, than to ſet people 
a great taſk, quite above their ſtrength, and that with 
certification of the higheſt pains in caſe of failure, with. 
out fo much as ſhewing them how it is poſſible for 
them 10 overtake it: This being indeed to require 
brick without affording rau. + The commands, it 
is true, are the rule and way of holineſs, but it is the 
doctrine of the goſpel, propoſed to faith, which is the 
channel of ſanctifying grace 4. The law wich all its 
precepts and terrors, was too weak, to ſtem the tide 
of ſin in our natures; which would needs, for all that 
it could do, have flowed and overflowed eternally, 
had not the grace of the goſpel come and made that 
Red-Sea give back. It is certainly fo, as that great 
man of God, profeſſor Haliburton, ſays, one view of 
| "31 <->, - i. A -.* | 
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ed, either the infinite purity, and eſſential holineſs of 
God's nature, the ſpirituality rigor and ſeverity of his 
holy law, or the glorious perfection and ſuitableneſs 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, for anſwering to both the 
one and the other, they might eaſily have ſeen, how 
forrily the honour of God would be provided for, 
by the piecing too of their filthy rags to Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs, for making it a complete robe; and much 
worſe, by their ſubſtituting the one in room of the other, 
2. | They thought it neceſſary; to afcribe ſome. 
what to man's own righteouſneſs and works, in point 
of juſtification aud ſalvation, for the maintenance »f 
holineſs and righteouſneſs, in the worll 4. For, 
—_ they, if ſinners be allowed to expect all by 
, and free grace, in the way of belicving, as a. 
bove, without any doing of their own, for that end, 
they'll certainly caſt at holineſs, and live looſly. Bur, 
ſo far has this mean been from reaching the end it 
was defigned for. that ever as this opinion of a riph. 
teouſneſs by works of our own, grew in the Church, 
licenticuſneſ? of life, unholineſs, unrighteouſneſs, and 
all manner of abominations, grew proportionally up 
with it, Thus it has been from the days of the Pha. 
riſees, downward, through all Churches; the Church 
of Rome, to inſtance, and, may I not add, the Church of 
England too? And thus it will be to the end of the 
world; the opinion of ſelf.righteouſneſs, and looſneſs 
of converfation, will go hand in hand. Why, it is fo, 
yea, and muſt be ſo, would not be hard, if it was 
needful, to acconnt for, + Whereas the doctrine of 
fret grace, as was before obſerved, where it is be- 
lie ved and embraced, thoꝰ it aſcribes all to Chriſt, and 
Jeaves man nothing to do in the way of obtaining, ne- 
ver fails, nor can it fail of bringing forth true haneſ 
JJ - 3 eee ne 
III. Hou, and by whom this Truſt is committed 10 
Timothy, and other miniſters, in their ſeveral 
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1. It is committed, originally and principally, by 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by the Holy Ghoſt. The. 
Fruſi, the depoſitum is his; ** and to him it belongs 


to diſpoſe of it, to truſt it with, to c immit it unto 
whomſoever he will. To him alone, as the ſole king 
and head of his Church; who has all power and au- 


thority in Heaven and Earth . 1 in him, for that 
or 


end, does it belong, to inſtitute ordinances in his houſe, 
give forth Jaws, appoint officers, to aſſign their quali-. 
ations, to ſet them their work, to give them their 


inſtructions for the management of it; and from- no 
other muſt they receive them, elſe are they the ſer- 


vants, not of Jeſus Chriſt, but of men. Ile is that 
Nobleman, who is gone into à far country, to receive 
for himſelf a kingdom, and to return; who, having. 


called his ſervants, and delivered unto them his goods, 


laid to them all, and to every one of'them;'occupy tili 
come {6). We have alſo his conveyance of this 


Truſt to miniſters, asg my father hath ſent me, even 
/ ſend I you (p): Go ye therefore, and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them, — teaching them-to obſerve: all 


things whatſoever I have commanded you(q). Goye 
into all the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature 
ſr). By the Holy Ghoſt alſo is this Trait committed; 
take heed therefore to yourſelves, and do all.the flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt has made you overſeer 5 
JJ. He, as prorex or viceroy in the mediatory king- 
dom, acting for and from Chriſt, has a great concern 
and efficiency in the 1 of this Truſt; be 

e great office; he 


abilities, for the faithful diſcharge of it; he, 
by touching the hearts of men, points out the 
perſon to be called forth, and fer apart for this 
very purpoſe, of keeping the Truſt in the fenſe of 


lo Matth. v. Luke, xix.—ITp] John xx. T0] Mlatta 5 
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the text; and without they provoke or grieve him, lie 
hecomes their guide, teacher, aſſiſtant, and conifurter 

in the whole undertaking. -© _ _ 
2. It is committed miniſterially and inſtrumentally 

by them who ordain and ſet them apart, as allo by 
them who elect and call them to the keeping of the 
Truſt in a particular charge. That not only they 
who are already conſttuted keepers of the Truſt, but 
likewiſe the Church of Believers, have a lot and ſhare 
in this important bulineſs of committing the Truſt to 
ſuch an one's keeping, is evident, not only from ſcrip- 
ture CJ, but from reaſon and nature's light: So 
that, without a people's election or conſent, a paſto- 
ral relation eannot emerge, nor can a man have any 

right or warrant to keep the Truſt among them, as 
their paſtor. This is a part of their birth. right, as 
they are believers and church- members, which nei- 
ther they oughit to part with, nor miniſters to ſuffer 
them to be oppreſſed in: For to oppreſs a man in his 
heritage, to turn afide the right of a man before the 
Face of the moſt high, or to ſubvert him in his cauſe, 
the Lord approveth nat. In this matter of commir- 
ring the Truſt to one's keeping, among a particular 
lock, neither Pope, Prelate, nor Patron, have any 
part or lot from the Lord: And therefore, whoever 

gives any of them countenance in ſuch vicious intro- f 

miſſions, will be found in ſo far unfaithful to their a 

Truſt: For this being a part of the purchaſe of f 

b 

u 
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- Chri/Os blood, robbers, and highway-men of the world 
ought to be held for bur little criminals, in compari- 
ſin with robbers and oppreſſors of this fort. Let is 


not the power and authority of golpel miniſters for 1 
keeping of this Truſt, derived fron either them who 0 
elect them, or from them who ordain them; but only h 
ſrom Chriſt, in whom all church power is originally b 
and ſolely veſted by the Father: Their clection and t 
ordination being no other than inſtituted means, of d 


(t) Acts i. 23, 26. and vi. 3, 5. and ziv. 23, &c | 
| channels 
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channels of conveying authority and office. power, 
from Chriſt the head unto the perſon called. The 
power is indeed by,, but not from the church; as if 
it was an efflux of an authority formally reſiding in 
either officers or members, as ſubjects recipient of it : 
For ſuch a grant of Church-power our Lord never. 
made unto any; as that they might authoritatively 
collate and diſpoſe of it to others, to be uſed and held 
of chem as they ſnould ſee cauſe; Church- officers ha. 
ving it by delegation from Chriſt, they cannot dele- 
gate it unto others: But it is conveyed immediately 
trom himſelf, by and through ſuch means as he hath 
been pleaſed to appoint.“ | 775 
3. It is committed in and by the holy Scriptures, as 
the charter of their office, as the record and regiſter 
of their commiſſion and inſtructions. The word of 
the goſpel, or the orders and conſtitutions of Chriſt, 
« therein, may be called, morally, or in ſome ſuch 
« ſenſe, the firſt recipient ſeat or ſubject of all church. - 
© power from Chriſt {x ); herein and hereby does 
«© the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak to us, invelt us with the Truſt, 
« and give us all our inſtructions anent the keeping 
«© of it. In one word, by theſe is the man of God made 
perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to all good works (x). 
4. It is committed, or rather tranſmitted down from 
preceding generations of believers, faithful miniſters, 
and martyrs:,who, by their believing, profeſſing, con- 
feſſing of it, contending for it, and ſealing it with their 
blood kept and held it faſt, that ſo it might deſcend 
unto us; recommending, and by their example be- 
ſeeching and charging us to do the like, as for other 
reaſons, ſo for the ſake of generatious to ſucceed us. 
« We may allude to Plal. Ixxviii Ve have heard and 
known, and our fathers have told us; we will not hide 
from their children, ſheuing to the generation to come 
the praiſes of the Lord ana his ſtrength,” and his uon- 
derful works. that he hath done; fon he; eſtabliſbed * 
[u] Matth. xvi. 19. and xviii. 18. LA] 2 Tim iii. 17 
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te/timony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, 


which he commanded our fathers, that they ſhould make 


known to their children+ That the generation io come 
might know them, even the children which ſhould he 
born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their chil. 
dren : That they might ſet their hope in God, and 
not forget the works of God, but keep his command. 
ments ()]). SL, 


The preſent generation are appointed keepers. of 


the Truſt, not only for the Lord; but alfo for their: 
ſake who are to come next; into whoſe hands they 


are carefully to commit it ſound and intire, as it came 


mito them from their fathers :- That fo his name 
might be remembered. to all- generations, and there 


never may be wanting a ſeed to do him ſeryice, who. 


ſhall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. Our 
Fathers, thoſe of them I mean, who kept the charge 


of the Lord, when the body of the land went aſtray. 


from him, they, I tay, mindful of this, according to 
Deut. vi. 7. were not wanting to us their children: 
How little ſoever they had to leave us beſides, they 


would not leave us without the 772 ſound and in- 


corrupt. They could rot think of it, that we ſhould 
be ble ing an idol after they were gone; therefore 
ſtood. they not at par tiug with po//effions, liberties, yea 
and life irſelf, for the fake of the Jruſt, and that we 
might inherit it. May the children who are yet un- 
born have as good reaſon, when we are gone, to rite 
up and call us bleſſed.” ? | | 

IV. The Qualities of the Truſt may eaſily be ga. 


thered out of what is already ſaid above. 


1. Iris a divine heavenly Truft ; it is ſo in reſpect 


of its original, it was brought and committed to us 
from above; it is ſo in reſpect of its author and pro- 
prietor, being commirted by a divine perſon ; for it 
is the goſpel of the bleſſed God, of cur God and Sa- 
Vviour J wn 

ture, being a truſt of things divine and heavenly, —the 
32 ; CY Verſe 37. 


us Chriſt ; it is ſo in reſpect of its own na- 


* 
.. 
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doctrine is divine, the inſlitutions are divine, the com- 
mandments are divine; it is fo in reſpect of its delign 
and tendency, &c. in reſpect of its virtue and efficacy, 
it being the power of God to ſalvation. ; 

2. It is a goodly, great and precious Truſt, That 


good thing committed unto thee (or that fair and love. - 
ly de poſilum) keep z) It is a Truſt of ineſtimable 


I price; all the ſilver and gold, pearls and other pre- 
. cious things of the creation of God, are but as drofs 
ö and dung in compariſon with it: For the pearl of 
$ great price, the unſearchable riches of Chriit, all the 
; fullneſs of the Godhead belong to it. It is good and 
great in i/eff, it is good and great in its effects and 
S conſequences. This Trutt is the glory of the Father 
. and of Chrift, it is the wonder and adiniration of an- 
, gels, it is the lj and ſalvation of men, it is light, health, 
„ andy to the world: For in it and by it is life and 
y immortality, after they had been loſt and buried in 
darkneſs, brought to light again. Satan's Tru/the 
7 gives the witkeT and the worlding a-keeping, is an ug- 
f ly, a loathſome, and at beſt but a baſe and mean Fruit; 
4 but this is indeed a good Truſt, and well may they 
e who are poſſeſſed of it ſay; The lines are fallen to me _ 
2 in pleaſant places; for I have a goodly heritage. ; 
e 3. It is an honowrdble Truſt. The Truſt being ſo 1 
- glorious and ineſtimable in itſelf, it cannot but be ho. 
e nourable to be inveſted with the charge of keeping it. $ | 
To be keepers of the great ſeal, to be over the rea. i | 
iy, to be ſecretaries of Rate, or to repreſent the ra- 
| al perſon in the moſt ſolemn embaſſies among men, are 
t but mean poſts when compared with this, though the 
s world reckons not ſo; becauſe they ſeek honour one of 
ö another, and not the honour that comes from God: 
it Hence with them any office, almoſt, is held to be more 
i honourable than that of the miniſtry; tho? if their com- 
„ i ſſions, deſignations, the holding of their offices, the 
E matter of their ſeveral truſts, with the reward that is 


inſured to follow a faithful diſcharge of the ſame were 
1 Timothy i. 14. TEN 
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compared, the odds would ſoon be evident. In afal/e 
or a corrupt Church aſſo, the ininiſtry is ever held 
more hanourable (even not below people of the beſt 
earthly exti act) than in the true; for reaſons that 


are obvious enough: Among others, the work is too 


much and the wages too ſmall in the latter, for the 


ſupport of worldly pomp, and the indulging of other 
_ carnal affetions. But the FaTHER, as one obſerves, 


tho? he had bur one /on, he made a miniſter of him, 
in worldly circumſtances, of all other, the leaſt en- 
gaging.. Solomon makes the preacher his ſirſt title of 
houour, even before that of kzng of Zeruſalem, With 
the Apoſtle Paul, ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, yea, even 
priſoner of Chriſt, was held for a more glorious de- 
lignation than all the Roman emperors titles of ho- 
nour: And every faithful miniſter. will ſee reaſon for 


ſaying, what am J, or uhat my father's houſe, that 
ſheald have been allowed of God, to be put in Truſt 


with the goſpel? {a/}” 5 
4. It is a weighty and difficult Truſt. © The keep- 


ing of it, in the ſenſe of the text, will appear to be ſo, 


when we come to conſider of what belongs to it. I he 
enemies and ill-willers of the 1 ruſt are many; their 
defigns and attacks upon it, and ſuch as have it it 
keeping, ſometimes 15 

ubtile and cover'd, that they're hard to be diſcovered 
and defeat: They have fleſh and blood, principalities 
and powers, Oc. the power and policy, the crafts 
and cruelty of devils and men to guard and defend 
the Truſt againſt ;/ particularly, they have he {tub- 
born and perverſe luſts of men to give battlę to: 
Sometimes they're obliged to be the aggreſſors, in 
vrhich caſe. they have not only ſelf at home, to deal 
with, (which needs to be ſtaved to every thing that 
is faithful, eſpecially when it appears painful or dan. 
gerous) but they may reckon on both a warm recep- 


zion, and a lafling reſentmienc; other hiles they have 


(a) .x Theſ. ii. 4. 
| | | to 
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rmidable, and otherwhiles fa 


— ng we. 4d Jy as” —_— 
= 


La 


to bear the ſhock of their violent aſſaults: For all 
which they have no ſufficiency either of wiſdom, or 


ſtrength in themſelves, Hence are they often ſo put 


to it that they know not what they do, being ready 
to give up both the Truſt and themſelves for loſt. 
What a plunge do we find the great Apoſtle at ſome. 


times C) And the prophet Jeremiah, us is me, my 
mother, that thou haſt born me a man of ſtrife and of 


contention to the whole earth {c). They have the 
Truſt to trade with, and improve for our Lord's ho- 
nour, and for the ſaving good of ſouls: And here a- 
gain their diſcouragements, great and many, with their 
unſucceſsfulneſs, make them ready to cry out. with 
Iſaiah, I have laboured in vain, Ibave ſpent my ſtrength 


for nought (4) for who hath believed our report (e qua 


And with Jeremiah, O that I had in the wilderneſs a 


hdging-place of wayfaring men, that I might leave 
my people and go from —_— All which, if 
5 


duly conſidered; cannot fail to make one ery with the 
Apoſtle, who is ſufficient for theſe things (gli? 
5. It is a ſealed Fruſt. And therefore it may not, 


it muſt not in ever ſo little be altered, elſe it is vitiate 


and marred; for it cannot be mended; It is the 
reſult of infinite wiſdom and counſel; and tho“ the 


plan of it lay before God from eternity, he faw nothing 


in it that needed the leaſt alteration or ammendment: 
And now that it is given forth, he has ſwornihat heaven 
and earth ſhall ſooner: paſs away, than one Jota off it 


ſhall be changed. Therefore may it in no wiſe be 
bended or accommodated to times, perſons or circum. 
ſtances: For it is ſealed alſo, not only with the 5, 


of Martyrs, but with the blood of its glorious. Author: 
the blood of Chriſt being both the price of its pur+ 


chaſe, and the:/eal whereby it is immutably confirms. 
ed and eſtabliſhed.” 23-26 „ A THIS 


Db] 2 Cor. vill. 9. and xi. 23—27. 2 Tim. iv. 16.— [e] Iſa· 
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V. thy af ay a weighty and important Truſt put 

into hands ſo weak and unſkilful as ours are? 

1. This is done partly in condeſcenſion- and com. 
paſſion to ſinners, whom this Truſt concerns and is 
ſent to. For ever ſince man became a criminal a- 
gainſt heaven, he has had a mighty dread and jealouſy 
þ of every meſſenger come from thence ; fearing; he is 
' either a meſſenger of death, or come at leaſt with one 
| | bad delign or other againſt him: Therefore, ſince we 

} lis are not able to bear . preſence or addreſs of more 
| glorious ambaſſadors, has the Lord, in eompaſſion to 

us, committed the Truſt to men of like paſſions with 

ourſelves, whoſe dread thall not make us afraid.“ 

2. We have this treaſure in ſuch earthen veſſels, 

that the excellency of the power may he of God, and 
not of the creature %) and that all the glory of 
the efficacy and ſucceſs of this Truſt may appear due 
and of right belonging unto. him. If angels. had 
been the perſons, much readily would have been a- 
ſcribed to their wiſdom, power and other excellencies 
of their nature; yea, if even men of worldly honour, 
power, authority, wiſdom and learning were ordina- 
{| rily employed, God. might be a loſſer in his glory by | 
| : 5 | 
1 it; therefore does he, for the moſt part, chooſe the 6 
I fooliſh,' the weak, the baſe and deſpiſed things of the 
| | Vorld, to confound the wiſe, the mighty, and the ho- 
| nourable, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence 
(i). When the walls of Jericho fell by the founding £ 
I 
U 
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1 of rams horns, it was an evident token that the pre- 
| ſence and power of God was there.“ FO. 
1 3. Our Lord will have repriſals made on Satan 


; and his gy A by means even of theſe very peo- D 
ple whom he had ſubdued, ruined, and deſtroyed ; d 
1 hat ſa. his defeat may be the more thameful and ig- a 
1 | | nominious. It cannot but cut the great red dragon, 
4 | 


ch) 2 Cor iv. 7. () 1 Cor i. 27—29. 
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fucifer the ſon of pride, to the heart, that they who 
wereonce his own ſlaves, ſhould overcome and drive 
forth of their ſtrong holds him-and his angels, by the 


blood of the Lamb and the word of their teſtimony.” 


4. For the ſecurity, encouragement and confidence 


of (ſinners, has he put this Truſt into the hands of 
ſuch as have the fame common intereſt and concern 


in it with themſelves ; and who for their own as wel 
as for the ſake of others, are obliged to keep it, and 
be faithful in-the management of it. Miniſters have 
ſouls to be faved, and which can be ſaved in no o. 
ther way but that which they ate to point out to o- 
thers : Now, if Timothy did not keep the Truſt faith- 


fully in reference to others, if he took not heed to 


himſelf and to his doctrine, he could as little expect 
to ſave himſelf as to ſave them that heard him A7. 
What better ſecurity can one have of a manager than 


this, if he wrongs me, he's ſure to be the lofſer him- 
ſelf; or of a /feward, than if he poiſons me he's ſure | 


to poiſon-himſelf too? 
5. This diſpenſation is likewiſe orited: for the 


trial of peoples faith, love, and obedience; — 


whether they will welcome and entertain the 

for the author's ſake, or if they will reject it for ihe 
bearer's ſake. For, if we receive it not for his ſake, 
and for its own ſake, though the meſſenger were as 
mean as an af7, he values not, yea he deſpiſes our re- 
gard to it on other accounts whatſoever. © It was 
much to the honour of the Theſſaloniuns, and a good 
proof of their faith, that they received the goſpel at 
the hands of the Apottles, not as the word of men, 


but as it is in truth the word of God FI). And in- 


deed it is given as a piece of the ſaints erer) That 
a little chila foalt teach them m.“ T he | 


60 1 Tim iv. 16, 00 1 rhei it. 13. ( Iſa xi. 6. 
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Sgconp HEAD ef the explication was, Timothy and 


every miniſter's. duty in reference to it, or the 

keeping of it. And, 1 Of the keeping. And then, 
2. A word of the manner,—Of the keeping of this 

Truſt we may take theſe three different viewVs. 


I. We may view it in its ſeveral branches, or the | 


different adtings that belong to it. And, 

I. It belongs, in the firſt place, to the keeping of 
this Truſt, that one giye all diligence to be apprized and 
poſſeſſedofit. The word, here tranſſated keep, is, Luk: 
xii, 15. rendred po//efs. And indeed how is it poſſible for 
one to keep a thing, without he once get it into his 
cuſtody and poſſeſſion? For, tho? a perſon may have 


the charge of an affair, yet, if one knows not the na. 


ture, value, excellency, extent, and other concerns 


of it, how. can he never fulfil. his charge 2 No doubt, 


it may ſometimes be with miniſters as it is with peo- 


ple of the world, who, at their firſt coming into poſts, 
have very little judgerhent about them: 8. if one be 
ignorant of the counſel f God, how ſhall he make i: 
known? How ſhall a man keep what he never had? 
When men either want ability, or are un willing to be 
at pains in the uſe of means, to ſearch into the myſ- 
tery of the doctrine of Chriſt, the Truſt camiot be 


kept, but muſt be miſguided, and many will periſh 


for lack of knowledge. For this reaſon. it is, that 


reading and meditation are recommended to 7imothy, 


as a branch of his keeping of the Truſt (n.). 

As Apolloc, tho” an eloquent man, mighty in the 
Scriptures, fervent in Spirit, and very diligent in 
keeping the Truſt, needed notwithſtanding to have 
expounded unto him the way of God more perfect 


(9); fo need miniſters to be daily learning and prying 


into the 1'ruſt (which the Angels themſelves think'no: 
below them to be our fellow · ſtudenis in p. and what 


60 2 Tim. iv. 13, 15.—(0) Ads vi. 26,—(p) 1 Pet, i. 12. 
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It is they owe unto it. 11 It is not only a notion of it 
in their heads, they mult ſee to have, which yet is it- 


ſelf a great matter, to have it ſound, clear and diſtinct 


(through the want of which, men otherwiſe honeſt 
may do great wrong to the Truſt), but alſo the ſen- 
ſible reliſh and experience, with the powerful impref. . 


tion of it on their hearts. G PIO RY) 
2. This Truſt being a ſtewardſhip, it is not kept, 
in the ſenſe of the text, without it be diligently and 


wiſely diſpenſed to others, the treaſure is committed, 
not to he hid and concealed, as the ſlothful fervant 


kept his one talent, but for communication; to be 
dealt out liberally and ſeaſonably to others, as well as 
to be freely uſed and enjoyed by the keepers them- 
ſelves: Provided always, that, in all their deſtribu- 


tions, they give it forth pure and entire, without a- 


dulteration or addition. As good murſes-of Souls, 
they muſt yield them the ſincere milk of the word, that 


gift, as they received it, to all about them (r, As 


ſeribes inſtructed unto the kingdom of Heaven are 
they, like the man that's an houſeholder, to be ever 
bringing forth out of this treaſure things neu and old, 


for the feeding of many ///. 


The keys of the kingdom of Heaven are committed 5 


to their Truſt, and they muſt caſt open Heaven's door 


exception” to come in; aſſuring them, there's ro»m 
welcome and entertainment for them: © Yea,” they're 
to * conſtrain and”? compel people to come in; to come 
in to Chriſt, to God in Chritt ; to come in to God's fas 


mily, to God's Covenant in the way of believing. 
For by all means muſt they take care, leſt their 


Lord ſhould have that complaint of them he made of 


eh 1 Pet. fl. 2.(x) 1 Pet. iv. 10.— ff) Matth. 'xiii. uw 
Fr 5 the 


— 


they may grow thereby : As good /fewards of 
the manifold grace of God, are they to minilter the 


of free grace, and invite all without diſtinction © of 


——— 3 i hb 4 WL 


* 


= 


— 78 w_ 2 the 89 4 
— „424 „„ „ 


E 1 


Scribes and Phariſees of old, that they took away the 


key of knauledge, ſhut up the kingdom of Heaven a- 

aiuſt men, would neither go in themſelves, nor ſuf. 
fer them that were entring, to go in {t).—Them that 
were entring in ye hinder'd (u). And how? Not by 
failing to require duties enow of them; for they bound 
on heavy burdens, they did not touch with one of 
their 'own fingers: They brake their backs with the 
heavy loads of Covenant of works holineſs, that they 
requir'd them to bear; a righteouſneſs of their own 
to obtain Heaven with, I mean. It is true, they made 
the lau, in many inſtances, eaſier than really it was, 
by their Jax interpretations (and indeed it has ever 


been the way of all legaliſts, them who ſeek righte- 


ouſneſs and life by their own obedience I mean, to 


narrow and abridge the commands, as to their ſpiti. 


tuallity and extent; for a very evident reaſon, names 
ly, that they might make the taſk poſſible and toler- 
able to themſelves) for they had an overweight of tra. 
ditions to lay on with it: Yet that was not the main 
nor the worſt of their ſhutting up the kingdom of Hea. 
ven. No; for” they lock'd and kept ſhut the true 
and genuine ſenſe of Mo/es and the prophets, as they 
pointed at a ſpiritual Saviour; they folded up the 
promiſes and grace of the covenant, without propoſing 
them to faith; they corrupted or obſcured all theſe 
ſcriptures, that led to the ſaving knowledge and faith 
of Chriſt ;- and did what they could to hinder people 
from owning and believing in Jeſus of Nazareth, as 
the — Meſſias, when he appeared. 

So, if one does not preach Chriſt, and life and ſal- 
vation in him to the worſt of ſinuers, tho” he ſhould 
otherwiſe, which no doubt a man may do, preach 
ſound doctrine all his days, he takes away the key 
of knowledge, and ſhuts the kingdom of Heaven 


againſt ſmners, in the ſenſe of our Lord's words.” 


[t] Luke, xi. 52.—[u] Matth. xxiii. 13. Ye: 
| ea, 
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Yea, not only may a man preach ſound doctrine,” 
without preaching the goſpel, but he may preach. 
many things well about Chriſt, yet never preach _ 


Chriſt in the ſenſe of the New Teſtament. 


Whoſoever then would keep the Truſt, muſt mind 


to ſet open the door of the kingdom of heaven, to the 
worſt of {irners. Upon ſome indeed, he mult ſhut 


the door to church privileges, but upon none © may. 
« he ſhut” the door to Chriſt and free grace. No,” 


But in a diligent and faithful diſpenſation of the word 


and ſacrament; is he plentifully to deal forth, and 


ſcatter abroad the doctrine of Chriſt, “ his perſon 
and offices,“ his free grace, and of his exuberant, 
oyerflowing, everflowing fulneſs to all, © to be re- 


ceived, believed and applied by every one to himſelf 


in particular,” For this treaſure, this Truſt com- 


| mitted to him is like the widow?s bil, that could never 
be diminiſhed by giving forth: There is that ſcatter- 
eth and yet increaſeth, holds true here, © in reſpect 
« of him that diſpenſeth. And in this diſpenſation 


of the word and doctrine, is he to labour with care 
and diligence to the utmoſt of his ſtrength, even to 
wearineſs Cx). For the fouls of men are not eaſier, 


and with leſs pains ſaved now, than in the Apoſtle's 
days they were; and to accompany and follow all 


with conſtant prayer, that the word, in his own mi- 
niſtry eſpecially, may run and proſper. 

3. There belongs unto it, an exact conformity un- 
to, or their being delivered into the very mould and 
likeneſs of that Truſt, in their own perſons. © For” 
it being their great buſineſs to get their hearers caſt 
or delivered into the form of the doctrine of Chriſt, 
{y), or to be as it were a new, © a living” edi- 


tion of the goſpel, an. epiſtle of Chriſt, writ by the 
power and by the grace of the Holy Ghoſt (zn 
they muſt give their hearers, I fay, a pattern of 


* 


y Rom vi. 17. [Lz] 2 Cor „ i 
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this in themſelves ; letting people ſee the power, glo- 


ry, and efficacy of that doctrine they preach to others, 


examplified in their own hearts and lives: Elſe, “ if“ 


they do not thus”? keep it in their own perſons, they 
do not keep it in the ſenſe of the text. Yea, be the 


doctrine of miniſters ever ſo found, if they do not, in 
ſpirit and walk, manifeſt their own belief of the truths 


and conformity to the precepts of Chriſt, they do in 


effect bur” tell people, the whole is no other than a 
lie, a cunningly deviſed fable: Therefore it is, tha: 


the Apoſtle inſiſts ſo much on this with Timothy Cue, 
and with Titus (b: For ſo ought they to walk, 


that their people, in following them, may be. follow- 
ers of the Lord /c). It is not enough, they lay not 


ſtumbling- blocks before people, by their evil works, 
but beſides, they muſt in all things, ſhew themſelves 


patterns of good works. This of being enſamples to 


the flock is much juſiſted on, and much weight is laid 
on it by the Holy Ghoſt d). And of this ſame im- 
port and deſign are all the qualifications required of 
miniſters, as to their ſpirit and conver/ation, in theſe 
epiſtles and elſewhere; namely, becauſe without then 
they are hut betrayers of the Truſt in many reſpects, 
as might be ſhown. S IT ot | 

When minitters in their perſons, walk, and in all 
their. ways, give a true repreſentation of the doctrine 


they preach, ard of him whoſe name they carry tu 


others, in meekneſs, humility, ſelf-denial, readineſs 
for the croſs, zeal for the glory of God, mortification 
of corrupt affections, and inordinate deſires, conde- 
ſcenſion, patience, G. Then do they practically, 
and indeed keep the Tru/t- -; For people can read the 
language of this, and will credit it as much too 4s 
they will do their preaching; + As people ſeldom affect 


© (a) 1 Tim. iy. 12 and vi. II. 2 Tim. ii, 22 and iii. -10.-() 
Tit. ii. 7, 8. See alſo 1 Thefl. ii. 10, S&c.— (e) 1 Theff. i. 6.— (d) 
Fit. ii. 2, 1 Peter y. 3. 1 Cor. xi. 1. Philip. iii. 47,— , 


twl 


to be wiſer than their teachers, ſo they will not ſoon 
{ee a reaſon, why they ſhould be better than they, or 
a walk in any otner pachs than what they tread before 
ö them. Eli's ſons, tho' punctual enough in their tem- 
| ple fervice, yet betrayed the Truſt, in that from then 
wen forth /-wdre/s and logſneſs into all the land. WHen 
the ſtewards are ſuch as Matthew xxiv. 48, 50. what 
| mult the family be? For“ it is not with miniſters, 
as with men of other employments; one may be 2 
good phyſician, a good lawier, a good ſoldier, &c. Tho? 70 
but an ordinary. ſort of man otherwiſe: “ But the (| 
miniſter who betrays his profeſſion, by an unſuitable 
life, be his other qualifications what they will, of all 
creatures, . next to Satan, ſerves the intereſt of Hell 
molt: In regard fo many wretched ſouls break their 
necks on the bad example he ſets them.“ Ty 


4. The maintaining and defending of the Truſt, is 
another part of that keeping, the text requires of mi- 
niſters, with reference to it. Every Chriſtian ought, 
as there is need and occaſion, and as they have ability, 
tho? orderly and wiſely, yet earne/. ly to contend. fon 

the faith once delivered to the ſaints, ce). But mi- 
niſters much rather, who by office are ſet for guardians 
to it, being ſet for the defence of the goſpel. Meek: 
neſs and patience in their own.concerns, is their glo- 
Ty: Bur, when the glory of God and their Saviour is 
at ſtake, or his intereſts any way endangered, for 
them to be patient, tame and eaſy, is their ſhame: 
And, however it may be accounted, by a carual and 
| careleſs generation even of profeſſors, with whom 1 
zealous miniſters eſpecially have ever been mad. men, 6 
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| firebrands, peſts and troublers of Jac; However it 
may by ſuch, I ſay, be held for moderation and pru- 
dence, it is really no other than treachery in their 
| Truſt. They are dumb dogs indeed, who, tho? they 
] can bite the children, will not bark when the theires 
© 8 „ ie Jai, Volb 3. TS” 
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are about, or entering into the houſe. © Miniſters, of 


all men, ought the leaſt to be afraid or aſhamed of 


coming into the field, when the cauſe, in the ſervice p 


and defence of which they are ſer, calls for their ap. 
pearance: For whoever, being litted under the ban. 


ner of 7ruth, conſults either his name, his eaſe or his 


ſafety, when an aſſault is made on the faith, is like to 
be fonnd either a coward in his profeſſion, or a traitor 
to it.“ 2 | 5 

Truth, it is true, is ſtill the more amiable and at- 
tractive, that it is matched with peace; for they are 
both of them legacies, left us by our deareſt Lord, 
who, as he is the truth, ſo he is our peace: Yet 


if they muſt be ſevered, there is no room for heſita- 


tion, which we ought to chooſe. And it is certain, 


that according to our live and experience of the truth, 
jo will our zeal for it be: Yet in our zealous contend. 
ings for it, ought we to be watchful, that we do not bor. 
row fire from the father of lies, who will not be want- 
ing to offer his aſſiſtauce, and that the fleſh, like Za. 
rah, puts not forth its hand with, or before the Spi. 
rit, For, as they who make quit of truth, or injure 
it in any inſtance, do in ſo far really ſap the foundation 
of peace; lo they who maintain and purſue truth, are 
in danger of forgetting that regard which is due to 


peace: Therefore ought minitters to take. good heed, 


as on the one hand, that, under the pretence of truth, 
they do not broach quarrels ; fo, on the other, that, 
under the pretence of peace, they do not betray truth, 

No doubt, were carnal ſelf more adverted to, and 
overcome * in theſe matters,” our enquiries after 
truth, and cur contendings for it, would on all ſides 
be more ſpiritual and more ſucceſsful, both of them: 
Yet “does it not ceaſe to be true, what“ one ſays 


well * of this head, namely,” he neither breaks CD's 


peace, nor the Aing's peace, nor the Church's peace, 
who, lie ing a calling, reproves ſin, or witneſſeth 


for truth; provided (till he does it orderly, and 


with 
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with a goſpel ſpirit. Which brings to mind the ju- 


dicious obſerve of an eminent divine, on that text, 


have ſalt in yourſelves, and have peace, one with ano- 
ther F. viz. That without the ſalt of divine grace, 


and golpel truth, believed and entertained in ourſelves, 
to work out corrupt diſpoſitions, and to prevent pu- 
trifaction, our peace, one with another, will be no o- 


ther, than as the peace of a dunghill, Where each part 


ſerves only to corrupt its fellows. Maledicta fit ea 
concordia, que non niſi veritatis, et Regni Chriſti præ- 
judicio, damnogue ſtatui poteſt. i. e. Let that agree- 
ment be accurſed, which, without Joſs to truth, and 
rejudice to the intereſts of Chriſt, cannot be accom» 


plithed, ſays Muſculus. ** But to return,” 

This Traſt, none will deny, miniſters are, by the 
charge laid on them in the text, obliged to maintain 
and defend, againſt as well the inadvertant and un- 
deligned an of friends (thus Paul himſelf alone 
withitood Peter, Barnabas, and many others with 
them, engaged in a dangerous, tho? an unthinkin 

compliance\{g), as againſt the induſtrious and ill-de- 
| ſigned attacks of enemies And that, whether they be 
more hidden and covered, or manifeſt and avowed. 
This vindication and defence of the Truſt are they to 


manage with all care and diligence, zeal and faithful- - 
nels, with head, heart and hand, with tongue and pen, 


according as they are called and in capacity-for it; 
ſtanding faſt in one Spirit, and with one mind, /triving 
together for the faith of the gyſpel, © being in nothing 
terrified by their adverſaries (%. That the glorious 


doctrine may be preſerved pure and uncorrupted (elſe, 
if any worm corrode this rot, the fruit of goſpel 


holineſs, and the power of godlineſs, will ſoon 


wither and fade) and that Chriſt's diſciples and mem- 


bers may; neither, thro? weakneſs or ignorance, 


as children, nor through the ſlight of ſeducers, 


f] Mark ix 59=—(3) Cal. ii. 8 Philip. i. 27, 28. 
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| be turned off from it, nor made unſettled in it. This 
is one piece of their warfare, of the good fight, „in 


which they ought to ſhew themſelves valiant for the 
truth,“ to whom we gave place by ſubjection, no not 
for an hour, that the truth of the goſpel might conti- 


nue with you (i). This is one great end of their of- 


fice; he gave gifts unto men,—that we henceforth be 
no more childrentoſſed toandfro(k). Take heedtherefore 


to all the flack—for I know this, that after my de- 
Harting, ſhall grevious wolves enter, —alſd of your own 


felves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, &c. 


9. And accordingly we find Paul often diſputing 
for the faith /m). This is to guard the Truſi, and 


io herd the flock from the wolves: And on the dif. 
charge of this piece of their office, does, “ under the 


divine bleſſing”? the-growth, comfort and edification 
of the body, ** ſometimes eſpecially,” much depend, 
5. Another branch of the keeping they owe the 
Truſt, is, to /uffer for their adhering to it, and main- 
taining of it. Their call to this tuffering is clear, 


when it is avoidable no way, without they will _— 
S 


the Truſt in more or leſs : In which-caſe, the bon 


of the goſpel prove the keeping and the ſecurity of the 


goſpel For, when miniſters, for the ſake of the 


Frult, ſuffer trouble as evil doers, _— bonds, 
then is the word of God not bound ff). © The faith- 
ful ſervant of Chriſt, if ever, is like to ſpeak boldly, 
as he ought to ſpeak, when he'is an Ambaſſador in 
bonds (0).” But, when miniſters make any” the 
leaſt ſinful compliance, to evade ſuffering, tho? it may 


have the ſhew of ſaving both themſelves and the goſ- 


pe], yet, whatever be their pretences to the contra- 
ry, the word of the goſpel, is from that day, bound 
in one reſpect or another: And, a thouſand to one, 


but the word of God be's corrupted by them, and 


(i) Gal. ü. 5 —(k) Eph. iv. 8,.—14.— (1) Acts, xx. 28,—30* 
.Fee alſo I Tim, i. 3. Tit. i. 9, 13.— (m) Acts, 29. and xv- 
a. and xvil. 17, 20 xix, 8, 9 = a Tim. ii. 9. — ph. vi. * 
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handled deceitfully in one inſtance or other. See 


Mal. ii. 8. with g. But have been partial in the lau.“ 
This was one main way the Apoſtle Paul kept the 

Truſt: As we may ſee, 2 Tim. i. 12. and ii. 9, 10 
and itt. 10, — 12. and iv. 5, &c. © And Philip. ji. 17. 
in alluſion to the libation of wine and oil, poured out 
on the ſacrifites under the law, he ſpeaks of his being 
offered or poured forth, upon the ſacriſice and ſer- 
vice of their faith, as what would be one of the greateſt 
confirmations and eſtabliſhments of it. And here, I 
think, it cannot be amiſs, to cite a paſſage from a learn - 
ed and famed writer of.the Church of England, WhO, 
having thewed how much they are miſtaken, that thiok 
there can he no fit matter of martyrdom, in a late, 
authorizing the profeſſion of the true religion, and 
having declared, that miniſters of the goſpel may de- 
ny Chriſt, or manifeſt their being aſhamed-of the goſ<- 
pel, by not oppoling his word, as they ought, unto 
the {ins of- mem he adds as follows, That any age, 
e ſince Chriſtian religion was firſt propagated; hath 


wanted (tore of martyrs, is more to be attributed 


« unto the negligence, ignarance and: hypocriſy, or- 
ce want of courage in Chrilt's ambaſſadors, or aꝑpoint - 
« ed paſtors, than unto the ſincerity, mildneſs or fi- 


« delity of the flock, eſpecially of the bell. weathers, 
or chief ring-leaders , | TUE fon 


6. Another piece of —. that by the text every 


miniſter, as 7imathy did, owes the Truſt, is their 


committing of it, for its ſafe tranſmiſſion to poſterity, 
into faithful hands. The ſame commit thou to faithful. 
men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo ().“ Where 


the ſame kind of word is uſed with that in the text, 


which expreſſes the Truſt. Their qualifications, we 
ſee, who are to be truſted with this I'ruſt, are redu- 


ced to two generals, capacity and integrity ; faithf ud 


men, able to teach others, | 
*« Since then, though the prophets do not live for 


(p) Jack Tom. 1 B. 4 Cap. 4-*-[q) 2 Tin. i, 2. ever, 
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ever, the miniſtry muſt live while the world laſts, it 
ſhould be miniſters care, for the ſake of the Truft and 


of the church, to look out for ſuch to ſucceed thein as 


may be able to feed the flock with knowledge and un- 


derſtanding, and of whom it may be hoped, that they 
will be faithful in doing of it: Elſe can they not ex. 
pect to be found faithful themſelves ; and poſterity 
[ will be apt to judge what we have been by the diſpo- 
+ ſition and complexion of thoſe we leave behind vs. 
j | The licenſing and ordaining of men to the holy mi. 
; niſtry, — for certain, a matter of the laſt conſe- 
uf gquence to the ſouls of men, and to the keeping of this 
. I.rruſt, ought therefore, by miniſters and judicatories, 
to be gone about with the utmoſt circumſpection and 
f leneſs, without all bias of ſelf- views, party · 
// intereſt, friendſhip, or relation: That fo Levi's cha. 
racter, in another caſe, may ftill be applicable to the 
0 ſame ſort of men. Neither did he acknowledge his bre. 
q  thren nor his own children. For they have obſerved 
| 


thy word” and kept thy covenant (r. The Apollle's 
caution; lay hands ſuddenly on no man (/ is given to 
the miniſters of every age, as well as to Timothy; 


ther be partaker of other mens ſms, keep thyſelf pure: 
int imating plainly, that without a due care be had in 
this matter, all their miſcarriages, with the injuries 
the Truft may ſuſtain by them, will be charged on 
the perſons who laid hands on them. Another rea- 
ſon of the ſame caution was, becauſe there were in 
thoſe times, ſome who delired to be teachers of the 
lau, though underſtanding neither what they ſaid, nor 
hereof they affirmed; and as there were then, ſo 
there ever Will be ſuch, whom therefore it is both 
the intereſt and the duty of the church to keep back: 


(r) Deut. xxxiii. 9. 


| 

| of the goſpel, it is an indiſpenſible qualification of all 
| 2 (1) 1 Tim, v. 22. 
| | 


ſuch, 
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and the reaſon added in the text is weighty, viz. Net- 


For, ſince their character and vffice is to be miniſters 
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fach, that they in ſome good meaſure underſtand and 

have experience of it. : Wy) of 
And the more need there is of a watchful care and 
circumſpection in this matter, that the Romiſh yoke of 
patronages has of late years been a- new wreathed a- 
bout the neek of this church; a grievance which a- 
mong many others, alas! we are become but too eaſy 
under: An evil which, without ſuch an extraordiuary- - 
care in this bulineſs as is ſcarcely to be expected, by 
itſelf alone will not fail, in a ſhort time, to ruin a 

Church and do abundant harm to the Truſt. — 
What natural and gracious endowments of mind, 
what an acquaintance with, and underſtanding of the 
holy Scriptures, what a variety of human learning, 
what knowledge of the world and of men, as well as 
of books, what ſpiritual wiſdom, prudence, and diſ- 
cerning for dealing with ſinners, the obſerving of 
Providence, the diſcovery of Satan's temptations ; for 
fuiting the word unto the times, and to the various 
caſes aud conditions of men, and for ſpeaking a word 
in ſeaſon to weary ſouls ; what knowledge and fixed- ' 
neſs in the principles of Church-communion, what fit- 
neſs for governing and for living ſocially, what free- 
dom from, or at leaſt maſtery over pride, paſſion, ſelf- 
will and conceit, diſſimulation, werlkdlinels, à ſtiff, 
| haughty or wrathful temper of ſpirit; what ſelf-degial 
patience, meekneſs, condeſcenſion, warineſs in the 
cale of offence, readineſs for the croſs, diligence, can- 
dor, ſincerity, kindneſs, fidelity, gravity, courage and 
reſolution, zeal for bis maſter's glory, and other qua- 
lifications, are neceſlary to make an able miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, I will not take upon me to ſhew, 
nor would the enlargement of a' particular head ad- 
mit of it. I conclude this point with a paſſage from 
aletter of that great man of God, Mr John Knox, wrote 
the year before his death to the Gen, Aſſembly of this _ 
Church, then met, © Unfaithful, and traitors to the 
| | 14 13-4. Kock, 
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A flock, ſays he, ſhall ye be, before the Lord Jeſus 


« Chriſt, if, with your confent directly ye ſuffer un. 


10 worthy men to be thruſt into the miniſty of the 
Church, under whatſoever Prerence it ſhall be.” 


Bat, 1 
II. We may view. this keepi ping of the Truſt with- 
reference to the ſubjects, or the 
it muſt be kept. And, 


1. They muſt keep it in their heads, © in their 3 


minds and memories I mean.” For, if either they do 


not underſtand it, or if they. forget it, how ſhall they. 


it? Na faculty has received a more ſenſible bruiſe 

by the fall than the memory has done; yet is it moſt 
neceſſary to the exerciſe of religion: Therefore did 
the Lord ſo often and fo earneſtly inculcate upon his 
people 1/rael (as he does on us likewiſe) that they. 
would remember, and beware of forgetting his works, 


his covenant, his law, his ſtatutes : Therefore is it 


promiſed in the new covenant, 1 will put wy lau in- 
to their mind, — and in their minds will I write them 


{t)- In purſuance of the ſame promiſe does our 


Lord aſſure, not only his miniſters but all his people, 
That the Holy Gholt ſhall be ſent of the Father, in 
_— name, to teach them all things, _ to Song all 
sto their remembrance (u). 1 
ks betraying or vitiating of the Truſt, i in all times, 
we: find, began with forgetting of it. Our . Fathers 


_ dealt proudly and refuſed toobey, neither ure mind- 
ful of the wonders thou didſt among them x). Yet 


my people have forgetten me, days without number,. 
becauſe my people have forgotten me, they have burnt 


incenſe to vanity, and the have cauſed them to ſtumble 


'the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way not 
caſt up (y). Seeing thou haſt forgotten the law of 
thy God, 1 will alſo forget thy children. Urael has 


(t) Heb. viil. 20. and x. 16,—(u) John, xiv. 26.— () Neh. 


ix. 17.—(%0 Jer. ii. 32. and xvii, 15. fre Jer. xxiii. 27. Ezek. 


Axii. 12. and xx. 35. 


receptacles where 


forgotten | 


Pea 


e WE oy. 


3 Let 


= gay 
forgotten his Maker and built Temples (z). David, 
being aware of this, was careful never to forget the 
Precepts, the lau, the commandments (a). PRIDE 
2. They muſt keep it in their hearts. © My Son, 
forget not my law, let thine heart keep my command- - 
ments Cb). What is kept in the heart is well kept, 
being put as far as may be out of harm's way: For 
tho? it cannot be abſolutely ſaid, that there thieves can - 
not break through and iteal, yet there will neither de- 
vils nor men come ealily at if. Therefore, as David 
did, ſo ſhould every miniſter, yea, every believer, hide 
the word, hide the whole Truſt in his heart, that he 
may keep it, and not (in againſt God C. And, with- 
out they keep it there, they will never keep it ſafe. 


Their affections ſhould be ſettled on it, wrapt and en- | 


erciſed about it; they ſhould deſire its ſafety and tir 
ing, delight in it and ræjoice over it, be thoughtful al 
careful about-it, fear leſt any harm befal it, be.zealous 
for it, grieve and mourn when it is wronged, i@c.. . 
The not receiving and lodging of the Truſtiin their 
hearts, proves the betray ing of it, and the undoing of 
the perfons, both of them, becauſe they received mot 
the love of the truth, that they might be ſaved; ii For 
this cauſe Cod ſhall ſend them ſirong delufions,that they 
' ſhould believe a lie: That they ail might be damned, 
who believe not the truth—(d).. How nſucn minitters 
ought to have the Trait and the concerns of it at heart, 
we may learn from David, The zeal of thine houſe 
hath caten me up. Rivers of waters run down mine 
eyes, &c. If forget tber, O Jeruſalem, af 4. 40 
not remember thee, let my tongue cleave th the roof 
of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerulalemabove my chief” 
joy (e) From our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whole queat 
and drink it was to do his father's will, in keeping 
the Truſt. From the Apoltle Paul. But none f thefe 
2) Hoſiv 6—[a] Pſal. % 2, 157, 176. 2 Pet. iii. 7, 2. Tude 
17-={bJProv-th 1 — fel Fal. e Fel That led 
le] Pfal. Ixvi. 9. and cxix. 136, 139. and 132. 3, —v. and 
exxxvii. 5, 6. 7 e 
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things move me, neither count I my life dear unto my - 
elf. fo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and ihe 


miniſtry which I have received of the Lord Jeſus-(f). 
And thronghout his epiſtles. This Truſt they ought 


10 have more at heart, and deeper in their. heart, 


than eaſe, wealth, reputation, relations, liberty, yea, 
than life itſelt.“ | Wee. 

3. They muſt keep it in their lip g. For the Prie/?”s 
lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the law 
at his \mouth For he is the meſſenger of the Lord of 
hoſts (g. „If Levi would walk with God in peace 
and equity, and turn many away from iniquity, the 
law of truth muſt be in his mouth, and iniquity not ie 
be found in his lips (h). David, having hid the Truſt 
in his heart, adds, Vith my lips have I declared all the 


. Jnements of thy mouth: And, I will ſpeak of thy 


imonies alſo before kings, and will not be aſhamed 
Vi) Since the mouth of the righteous ſpeaketh wiſdom, 
and his tongue talketh of judgement (kt); much more 
mould the miniſter's. 5 9 

They ſhould be fo full of it, that it may ever be 
ready to flow for th of their lips: Their lips ſhould 
both publickly and privately diſpenſe the 7ru/?, by 
making to be heard, as the ſilver trumpets did of old, 
the jc ful found; even fo ſhould their tongues be as 
choice ſilver and their lips feed many, as Prov. x. 20, 


21. Their lips thould commend the Truſt, and on all 


Proper occaſions confeſs and avouch it; they ſhould 


vindicate and defend it, c.“ 


4. They muſt keep it in the whole of their conver- 
ſut ion. In their life, walk and ways ought they to 


copy out the Tru/? ; to become living, walking edi- 


tions of it, and ſo ſet it before the eyes of men, in its 
native and amiable influence, efficacy and effects. And 
thus mainly it is, they are to become the /ight of the 
world, piz. by letting their light ſo ſhine before men, 
that they ſeeing their good works, may gloriſy their 
[As, xx 24—{g] Malachi, ii 9 


| (b) Ver. 6.1] Pſal, exix. 13, 46.— [K] Pſal. xxxvii. 30. 
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father which is in Heaven (1). By this means are they, 
as the ſons of God and ſervants of Chriſt, blameleſs 
and harmleſs, to fhine as lights in the world (as ſtars 


in Chriſt's right-hand) m/) amidſt a crooked and per- 


verſe nation, holding forth the word of life Cn). It 


muſt be the buſineſs of their life to conform themſelves 
unto the Tralt, to mind, watch, and attend it: And 


in one word, to trade and occupy there with till their 
Lord come. For me to live is Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle 
60%. And as he did, ſo muſt they ſpend and be ſpent 
for the Truſt, th a> Pals Re 259 

5. They muſt keep it in the world. They are to 
do their utmoſt, I mean, to convey it into, and keep 


it in the heads, hearts, lips and lives of others They 


ds ſpiritual Parents, in à ſenſe, are, by means of this 
Truſt, to beget and M ſeed, ro nouriſh and 
bring up a generation of ſons and daughters unto the 
Lord; who may be to him for a people, for a name 
and for a praiſe; in whom and by whom his name 
may be perpetuated from age to age, while the ſun 


endures. For tho* you have ten thouſand. inftrugors 
in Chriſt, yet have ye not many fathers: For in Chriſt 


Teſus I have begotten you through the goſpel g. My 
little children, of whom I travel in birth again, until 
Chriſt be formed in you ge et. - 

I heſe are they to eſpouſe unto one huſband, that 
they may preſent them as a chaſte virgin unto Chrilt: 
And having done ſo, they.ought, with the'Apollle, to 
be jealous and watchful over them with a godly jea« 
Jouſy, fearing le/? as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through 
his . RB their minds (with reference to the'doc- 
trine, inſtitutions, or holy commandments) /hould be 
corupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt (r ). My 


little children, ſays the Apoſtle, I ſtand in doubt of you: 


Tell me, ye that defire to he under the law, do ye no- 
hear the lau 72 bs : | * mY N | * | DNS 
(1) Matth. v. 14, 16.—(m) Rev. ii. 1.—{(n) Philip. f. T5, 16. 


Ar) — Cor. Xb 2, 3.— 3 Gal. iv. 20. ; Taug 
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Thus are they to keep the Truſt, not only in them. 


lelves, as above, but in others; doing what in them * 
lies to prevent its being falſiſied or adulte rated by any, Ll 
whether within or without the Church, to ſave it (for g 
ſo the word in the text, rendred keep, is ſometimes 1 


tranſlated, as 2 Pet. ii. 5.) from corruption, harm, 
or unkindly uſage of any tort: For they, as „and. il 
ard-bearers for Chriſt, are appointed to bear up the 
banner of truth in the Church and in the world; with- 
out leiting it fall in the ſtreets, while they are to ſtand 
by and uphold it, be the oppolition and affaults, for 
numbers, power, wiſdom, learning, ever ſo formidable 
to fleſh and blood: For, be the caſe as it will, if they 
prove but ſtedfaſt and valiant, they are ſure to over 
come by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their - 
teſtimony ; even tho? they love not their lives unto the 
death ). Tho? their lives ſhould go in the cauſe, 
what then? They themſelves ſhall be nov loſers, but 
gainers: For, ſays our Lord, —whoſrcvcr ſhall laſe 
his life for my /#ke and the goſpel's, the ſame ſhall ſave 
it {u). They, even in that event, go off the field 
victors, as their Lord did before them, who on his 
eroſs triumphed over the world, the lau, ſin, death 
band devils And truth ſhall live and tr:ymph, tho 
they lie in the duſt. 55 
6. I1hey mult keep it in the holy Scriptures, and in 
other approved /tandards of doctrine, and forms of 
ſound words agreeable thereto. Tho? they are indeed, 
while without prejudice to the Truſt it may be done, 
to ſhun profane and vain bablings, becauſe often they 
increaſe unto more ungocllineſs, and their word doth 
eat as a canker (x/)- Yet muſt they, not only in meek- 
neſs inſtru thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if peradven. 
ture God will give them repentance to the acknow. 
ledging of the truth /y ); but they thould be able 
by ſound doctrine to convince the gainfayers, and to 
kt) Rev. xii. 11,-—(v) Mark, vii. 35,—(*) 2 Tim, ii. 16, 17. 
—{v) Ver. 25. | r ſtop 
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ſtop the mouths of vain talkers and deceivers (20, by 
vindicating the text of holy ſcripture, with the divine 
truths therein contained, from their corrupt and falſe 
gloſſes. They are to pur ſue the adverſaries, demoliſh 
their refuges of lies, reſcue the language of the Holy 


Ghoſt, violated and carried captive by them, recover 
the Truſt, and, with the two-edged ſword of the word, 
execute vengeance on every Dagon ſer up beſide the 


PT O04 n pods „ 
The {{andards of ſound do ctrine, by our forefathers 


N 


with great {kill and care, and in a dependence on Hea- 
ven, drawn forth of the holy ſcripture, in contradi- 


ſtinction to the ſpurious doctrines of men ſalſly fathered 
on the word; theſe, 1 ſay, are they alſo to keep pure 


and clear, that no dead fly get in there, to make the 
ointment ſend forth a bad ſavour: Theſe mult they | 
ſee to, that they be not bended or wreſted, that they _ 


be not blended, underminded or abandoned. For that 
new piece of liberty ſo much contended for of late, 


] mean, the diſclaiming of all confeſſions and ſtandards. 


of doctrine, beſides the holy ſcriptures; as Human 
impoſitions, is certainly, whatever colours men may 


put on it, yea, cannot fail to be, as is eventually pror - 


ed, deſtructive to the Truſt, For who that bear the 
name of Chriſtian, but they will ſubſcribe to the words 


of ſcripture? Papiſis, Socinians, Arminians, Spinofiſts, 
Arrianiwill do lo; each of them, mean WIRE, taking | 
7 


the words, and fo jugling with both God and the worl 
in a ſenſe agreeable to their own corrupt ſentiments, 
tho? contrary to the common ſeuſe and underſtandin 
of men, contrary to the phraſeology of icripture, th 
anology of faith and of the context: Thus would A 


meneus and Philetus have ſubſcribed the ſcripture words 
anent the reſurrection, meaning at the ſame time it 


was palt already. Alas ! what tholild become of the 
'Fruit, and how ſhould it be kept, at this rate? But 
W AST? eau panter Þ £53” 

„ (2) Tit. i. 9, 111. III. View 
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III. View ““ of this keeping of the Truſt with re- 


ſerence, namely to it contraries. And,” 

1. They are to keep it in oppoſition to loſing, or 
letting of it ſlip unknown to them. Look to yourſelves, 
that we loſe not theſe things, &c. (a. Therefore we 
ought to give the more earneſt heed to the things which 

we have heard, leaſt at any time we ſhould let them 
lip Cb), (or run out as leaking veſſels, as the word 
imports.) “of this miniſters as well as others are in 
hazard,“ through floth, negligence, and careleſneſs a. 
bout it, or through a miltaken confidence of its ſafe. 
ty and ſecurity. It is to prevent loſing or letting it 
ſlip, that we are directed by the Holy Ghoſt to bind 
the Truſt upon our Fingers, and about our neck, and 
to write it on the Table of our Heart /c ).”? 

2. They are to keep it in oppoſition to the fraudy. 


lence, deceit, aud “ ſubtilty of men, that they be not 


beguiled or over-reach'd by them.” Many times have 
people been trick'd out of the Truſt: For ſeducers and 
corrupters of the Faith have their ſlight and cunning 
craftineſs, whereby, like unfair gameſters, they lie in 
wait to deceive the ſimple and heedleſs Fd); where. 
fore miniſters need to be full of eyes, even to this 
purpoſe, that they may watch and look about them, 
4 lt is a known ſtory how the 4rians trick'd the Or- 
thodox at the Council of 4rminium.” 2 5 Id 
3. They are to keep it in oppoſition to main force, 
| Monet ond rebbery. “' There is a force of falle au- 
thority, a force of Falſe Learning or ſcience falſely ſo 
called, a force of Perſecution, &c. all which they are 
to keep the Truſt againſt. The devil and the world 
will ſometimes uſſault them, as the robber does a man 
on the high-way for his money, with axes and halters, 
fire and faggot, putting it to their choice to quit the 


_ Truſt, or elſe to == the world, to yield either the 
e 


Truſt or their life without delay. Daniel and the 


[a] 2 John, viü.— [b)] Heb, ii. 1,—<{c} Prov. Us. 3, and Vil. 
Three 


| 3---{d] Eph. iv. 14. . 
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Three Children were preſently at apoint what to do. 


in this caſe : nor had they of whom the world was 
not wor thy,“ the leaſt heſitatiun about it; © they were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, —— They were 
ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, they were tempted, 
theywere {lain with theſword fe). Why? they were 
ſettled and clear in this point that the Truſt was ne- 
ver, on no account, to be parted wit.“ 

4. They are to keep it in oppolition t a volunt 


ſurrender or ſale of it. Buy the truth and ell it not 


(Hi buy it at any rate, and ſell it at no rate. What 
though it coſt us all our fubſtance, all our credit, all 
our eaſe, our liberty, yea our life? Why? we have 
made a good purchaſe, and have no reaſon to grudge 
the price: Therefore“ fell it not again, have oller | 
what you will. Sell it not for gold; one grain of 
goſpel-truth is warth more than all that devils and 
men can offer foi it, though they ſhould be as good 
as their word. Alt theſe things will I pive thee,” was 

Satan's utmoſt bode to our Lord. Clad mar- 
quis of Vico, when tempted with great ſums of gold 
to return back to the Church of Rome, anſwered like 
a wiſe merchant, Let their money periſh with them, 
who eſteem all the gold in the world worth one day's 
communion with Jeſus Chriſt and his Holy Spirit; ac- 
curſed be that religion for ever, that would wed men 
to the world, and divorce them from God; go home 
and lock up your drols in your hearts, for wy Lord 
hath beſtowed on me more precious jewels and dur- 
able riches.” It was an hovourable reflection one of 
the great men of that Church paſt upon Luther, Tha: 
German beaſt cares not for gold. When miniſters, 


for the ſake of money, honour, preferment, &c. part 


with the Trull, or any of its concerns, they in effect 
make but Zudas's market; for it is only in his intereſts 
that Chriſt can now be bought or ſold. The Holy Ghoſts 


advice is, Keep it, fellit not; for you cannot get its worth? 


>) Heb. xi. 35,-33,-(f) Prov. xxili, 23. 
(e) | 3 38. 2-7 Pope Sell 
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Lell it not for eaſe, credit, liberty, life; yea ſell not 4. 
truth for truth itſelf. ; 3 ag 
UF 5. hey are to keep it in oppoſition to contemptuaus 5 

rejecting and throwing it away. Simon Magus, Ju- oh 

lian the apoſtate, Hymenens and Pliletus, — and - 

| there have not been wanting miniſters too, who ha- + 
ving firſt put away a good conſcience, have made ſhip. be 
wreck after this ſort concerning the faith. Never 1 

was more open contempt thrown upon goſpel. truth hi 

than at this day; ſcepticiſin and atheiſm advance a- ui 

pace, and threaten to ſwallow up the Truſt. The ia 

more need have miniſters to cleave unto it, and hold 6 

it faſt. Many talk and diſpute of the moſt important * 

points of the Truſt with irreverence and the greateſt th 
indifferency, whether they be true or falle ; weighing I 

the molt ſacred and profound myſteries of the' goſpel i 

in the defiled and unequal ſcales of their depraved rea- 15 

ſon and blod diſcourſe: And no wonder, in this caſe, ap 

the bias appears ay to the wrong fide of the queſtion, th 


Others having admitted the truth in notion and ſpe- 
culation to ſojourn with them, but finding it an offici. 
ous /pþy upon their luſts, and that it would alſo be a be 
judge, having power and authority in the ſoul, they th 
become weary of it, and, not liking to retain it any M 
longer in their knowledge (g/, counſel is taken how J 
to expel and caſt it forth. To which end the old man 


; 33 ot 

roules and mutters his whole force againſt it, under 5 

| the leading of natural exmity; that ſo people, being ſu 
rid of this troubleſome guett, may be at perfect free - 1 
i dom to walk, without any controul, after and under ar 
; the conduct of their corrupt luſts and affections; on * 
ö which they found it to be a curb and an uneaſy re- he 


XD ſtraint. | N 
i For, while the things themſelves, in their own ſpi- 
ritual pature and glory, are never diſcerned, nor the 
trans forming power and efficacy of goſpel truth expe- 
rieuced, let one's doctrinal knowledge of it be what it 
te) Romans i, a8 


will, 


© % 3 


will, corruption will on certain occaſions, through the 
depravation of the mind and affections, eaſily prevail 
againſt conviction: And truth being firſt ſtifled as to 
its operation, it will. not be. found a hard, matter to 
reject: it as to its profeſſion: Meanwhile, ſuch notions 
of divine things as are more ſuited unto the vanity of 
our mind, and to the carnality of our affections, will! | 
be readily received and kindly entertained. Pride and * 
vanity of mind (by means of which man affects to be | 

his own. guide and rule, and an abſolute judge in di- 


vine things, without captivating his own reaſon. and 1 
imagination to infinite wiſdom, without yielding up i 


ſoul and; conſcience, and every thought, to the Qbedie 
_ ence of -Chriſt) ſcorn and deſpiſe; and no wonder 
they renounce the Truſt in ſuch inſtances, as are above | 
the comprehenſion of rea/dn, as it is infinite, ar con- 
trary to it, as it is depraued. This, no doubt of it, 
is one of the main ſprings of that diſmal and numerous 
apoſtacy on foot at this day in theſe lands: and Oo 
that it could be concealed in Gath, and kept ft om be- 
ing publiſhed in the ſtreets of Aſhkelon, that ſo many 
who go by the name of Keepers of the Truſt, are to 
be found as He- goats on the head of that flock ! But 
the ſcripture mutt be fulfilled, and cannot be broken: 
Wiſdom however will be juſtiſied of her children; let 
Satan winnow as hard as he can, he ſnall never carry 
one of Chrilt's little flock... Our Lord will never be 
worſe than his word, The meek, will he guide in 
judgment, and the meek will he teach his way A.“ 
They ſhall be kept by the power of God, thro? faith - 
unto ſalvation; and none ſhall be able to pluck them 
out of his hand. It was likewiſe propoſed under this | 
head to ſpeak, ina few words, ff 7 
The Manner h1w.(this Truſt is to be kept; which 1 
may eaſily be gathered from what has been ſaid. as 1 
© They are to keep it with care aud diligence. They 
| Th] Pſalms xxy, 9) 8 
| * 
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9 1. 


muſt not be Nlothful in this buſineſs, but fervent in 


Spirit, ſerving the Lord; for there's a curſe laid up 
for them who do the work of the Lord negligently. 
This being an affair of the greateſt importance, on 


' their management of which, the glory of God, the 
fatvation of immortal ſouls, the honour of the Redeem. - 


er, and the good of the redeemed, do in-a great mea. 
ſure depend, they muſt gladly ſpend and be ſpent a- 


bout it. The value and excellency of the thing, the 


end and deſign of it, their Lord's will and command, 
— of the enemies of ſouls; the uncertainty 


af the ſeaſon of their attendance, the glorious reward, 


are all of them ſtrong arguments for this diligence, 
It were not amiſs, therefore, that thoughts of this 
ſort were often going through their mind ; Can I do 
no more for God? Can 1 do no more for Chrilt? 
Can 1 do no more for ſouls? Can I de no more, who 
have done fo little, and who can never do too much, 


and who, for ought I know, may be doing my lat ? 
With all keeping therefore are they to keep it. 


They muſt keep it punctually, critically, and with 
the utmoſt exactneſs: Without regarding a carnal 


world's fentiments of them in this matter, who will 


be ſure, if they ſay no worſe, to call it humour, big- 
gotry, ſtiffneſs: Becauſe they don't believe nor will 
conlider it as a Truft from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that his inſtructiant are the alone rule of keeping it; 
and that therefore menare not at liberty, as in their own 
affairs, to cut and car ve in what concerns it. With us 
therefore ought, it to be a very ſmall thing to be judged 
of man (4), who readily judgeth of things before the 


time: They will be no auditors of our accounts con- 


— the Truſt, and the keeping of it; for he that 


mult we in all things narrowly obſerve the pattern 


| thewed in the mount. THEY muſt keep it ſound, 


i) 1 Cor. iv. 3. 
v9 . cake | = whole 


us is the Lord, Therefore, as Moſes did, ſo 


CT MI 


whole and intire: THEY muſt keep it pure and diſtinck, 
as was ſaid above on the head of the Truſt itſelf ; 
THEY muſt keep it andy, in compariſon: It mult be 
the buſineſs of their life; Meditate on theſe things, 


give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy profiting may ap- 


pear to all (k). Without they do ſo, they can never 
make that full provf of their miniſtry,” required (/). 
It is true, that they are to keep acts of 4//embly, acts 
of Parliament, and other things too; and good reaſon, 


ſo far as they are ſubſer vient unto, or conſiſtent with 


keeping of the Truft : Bur ſtiil the keeping of it muſt 
be their firſt and their chief concern; in reſpect of 
which al other things are, by them, to be held for 
mere trifles and matters of Moon-ſhine. «© 7 

They are to keep it with wiſdom and prudence + 


For the eyes of many will be on them, the hearts, 
tongues and hands of many will be againſt them; much 


need therefore have they to be wz/e as ſerpents, to 
walk circumſpectly and in wiſdom towards them that 
are without eſpecially, that the Truſt, that the way 


of God be not evil ſpoken of: And to take care withal, 


their wiſdom do not degenerate into craft and carnal 
policy; that the wiſdom of the man do not incroach 


ypon the candor and integrity of the Chriſtian: which 
will be moſt unbeſeeming the dignity ot. their office, 
Prieſt-craft being a thing every body loathes and de- 


teſts: And the 1 ruſt does not need art or cunning to 
the keeping of it, nor are they ever bleſt to that pur. 
pole; yea, 10 far from it, no one thing has the Truſt ſu. 
tained more harm by, thau by fleſhiy wi/dom and carnal 


prudence. But further, if they would duly keep the 


Truſt, they are in point of ſpiritual wiſdom to avoid all 


things, places, companies that will inſnare, expoſe or 
give ſcandal, whether to the judicious, the wicked, or 


to the weak: They muſt keep at the greateſt diſtance 
from every thing that is defiling, yea, and abſtain 


ſrom all appearance of evil; for many things are 


(% x Tim. iv. 15, (1) 2 Tim. iv. 5. 
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lawful, that are far from being expedients. They, of 
all per ſons, are moſt concerned and obliged to walk 


in all prudence of this fort ; for the honour and ſafe. 


ty of the Truſt, their own uſefulneſs, credit and com. 
fort, and the welfare of others, are all of them much 
at ſtake in the caſe. N A {4 ee | 
{iT hey are to keep it without partiality, or reſpect 
of perſons. As God does not, fo neither mult they 


in his matters, reſpect the perſons of men 4). In 


admitting to privileges, in diſpenſing of diſcipline, they 
are not to regard the rich, more than the poor: But 
the king, if he violates the Truſt in any inſtance, if 


he declines from the faith or holineſs of the goſpel, 
| he is to be withſtood and rebuked as well as the beg. 


gar (m). There is an official honour, but no indul- 
gence, due to the one, more than to the other. They 
are to keep the Truſt willingly and cheerfully, — tal. 
ing the over ſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but wil- 


| lingly;\ not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind (nj: 


Their work muſt not be an irkſome taſk, but their 
choice and their delight, their meat and their drink. 
They ſhould do all, and endure all, paſs through ho- 
nour and diſhonour, evil report and good report, not 
only. patiently, but cheerfully and with good will, ſince 


it is for a good Lord, who took delight to do and en- 
dure his Father's will for us. We are not only to 


rejoice and do good, but to rejoice and endure trial: 
The Apoſtles gloried in tribulation, and rejoiced, that 
they were counted wor thy to ſuffer ſhame for his name. 

They are to keep it with a ſingle eye; They ought 
to look not at worldly gain, worldly eaſe and accom- 
modation, worldly eſteem and reputation, which are 
ſometimes to he had in keeping the Truſt, but at the 


glory of Cod, and of their Saviour, — not for filthy lucre 


60%. Not at the pleaſing of men, but at the appro- 
in Jam. ji. 9. Tm] 2 Chron. xxvi. 18.—2 Sam. xii. 7.— 
In] 1 Pet. v. 2.-—{0] I Pet. v. 2. . IS 
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bation of God: For, if they ſeek not to edify, and 


fave, rather than to pleaſe-men, they are not the ſer- 


vants of Chriſt f. Whatſoever we do, eſpecially in 


this matter, we muſt do all to the glory of God: Nor 


muſt our own happineſs, or the eternal reward itſelf, 


be our chief and laſt end (a new piece of Science falſly - 8 
ſo called, ſet forth among us, and therefore to be a. 


xoided) elſe do we dethrone God, to advance /elf + 
For ſince he is the Fir /t cauſe, it is no leſs his prero. 
gative to be the Jaſt end of all things 4. It is well, 


when miniſters can ſay with the Apoſtle, We preach 


not ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and ourſelves, 
your ſervants for Feſus ſake (p, for T ſeek not yours, 
but you (g). CFC itn Td RE Tl 
The -Iruſt is to be kept with zeal and reſolution. 
The keepers of this truſt need to have a brow, as we 
ſay, for a bargain, that ſo the oppoſition and diffi- 


culties, they are ſure to meet with, may not damp and 


cool, but rouſe their courape, animate and warm their 


Spirits with a new ferver: Accordingly the Lord tells 


Ezekiel, - Behold, I have made thy face ſtrong againſt 
their faces, and thy forehead ſtrong againſt their 
*« foreheads. As an adament, harder than flint, have 
{© ] made thy forehead; fear them not, neither be diſ- 
© mayed at their looks r). And Jeremiah, gird up 


thy loins—be not diſinayed at their faces leſ. (4. 


te for hehold, I have made thee a defencedcity, an iron 


« pillar, and braſen walls againſt and they ſhall fight 


«© againſt thee, but they ſhall not prevail.“ They 


mult not be frighted with big looks, nor big words: | 


For by fearing mens faces, one is in hazard of be- 
traying the Truſt, and of murdering their /2u/s, both 
of them; ſo great a ſnare is the fear of man, It will 


Tequire courage to ſtand by, defend and contend for 


the Truſt, to witneſs faithfully againſ{t-in, ro encoun- 
ter the ſtubborn luſts of rebellious ſinners of the houſe 
of 1/racl, and to ſpeak unto them all the words of God 
Rem · XI,—{p] 2 Cor iv. Ig] 2 Cor xii x4—{r} 2 
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has commanded, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear. Miniſters ought to be not only I ter 
Shining lights, in reſpe of their life, and of their ac. din 
trine, as has been hinted before: But burning light; I bol 
(7 ). Burning with fervent love to God and to fouls, wo 
urning with ardent zeal for the glory of God, the Ir 
houſe of God, and all his intereſts in the world. The hy 
two Witneſſes, Rev. xi. 5. had fire coming out of their die 
mouths. And indeed our warmth (for none wants it) I VI. 
is beſt ſpent in God's cauſe and ſervice: For howe- ane 
ver beautiful moderation in our own matters, and tee 
charity towards them who are otherwiſe minded from fait 
us in leſſer matters be, moderation in the matters of life 
God, whatever reputation it be come to, will be found wil 
near of kin to lukewarmneſs and indifferency. Tha: loo 
. one may be zealous after a gedly fort, wiſdom, I own, mne 
and ſelf-denial are both of them neceſſary; wiſdom, MW in 

to put it under the guidance of knowledge, without mit 
allowing it to go before (for as knowledge without I An 
zeal is an eye without a foot, ſo zeal without know- a 

| ledge is like a foot without an eye), to proportion it def 
to the cauſe and occaſion, to bound its motions and ex. I hu 
preſſions: leſt it degenerate into uncharitableneſs, vin 
bitterneſs, carnal-wrath : Self-dental is allo neceſſary; and 


for without it one will never be able to undergo the gr 
contempt, reproach, and ſometimes perlecution from tal 
| the world, that it is generally thought worthy of: ani 
| For, at'beſt, one muſt be content to go for a fool, or I 2c 
| one diſtempered and beſide himſelf Cu, and to be tat 
| therefore wondered at (x), made a gating-ſtock (9. of 


things that to nature will never be of eaſy digeltion. 

But it is a ſufficient encouragement, in ſuch a caſe, © P!' 

by --1 that the Spirit of God has told us we are then fairly WW C< 
1 on the road to be wiſe indeed, —* If any mau among 
| vou ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world, let him become 
a fool, that he may be wiſe (2). | | 
(t) John, v. 35—=[u] Mark, iii. 21. Acts, xxvi. 24. 2 Cor. | 
v. 13.— (*) Zech. iii. B.— [y] Heb, x. 33. 1 Cor. iv. 13.— [z [ 
I Cor, iii. 18. | * 
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The Truſt is to he kept /tedfa/tly. In this mat- 
ter they inuſt be ſtedfaſt anl immoveable, without ce- 
ding or wavering ; That which you have already 
hold faſt till I come(a). Hold faſt the form of ſound 
words,—(b).* The more violently the enemies of the 
Truſt pull at it, to have it from us, the more earneſt- 
ly muſt we cleave to it, and hold by it; like that ſol- 
dier, who, after he had loſt one of his hands, where- 
with he was holding the ſhip, ſtill held with the other, 
and having loſt that too, he took hold of it with his 
teeth. Again, It muſt be kept conſtantly, —* Be thou 
faithful unto. death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life (c). Conſtantly without intermiſſion, conſtantly 
without defection, or giving it quite over: They who 
look back, or draw back, are unmeet for this charge ; 
and God fays of ſuch, © My ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure 
in them (4)., The Prieſts under the law had a diſ- 
miſſion at a certain age, but death is our term-day: 
And he only, who endures to the end, ſhall be ſaved. 

And to ſhut up all, it mult be kept believingly and 
dependingly. That is, there muſt be a confident, tho? 
humble, truſting in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and belie- 
ving of the promiſes, for being forniſhed with all gifts 
and graces whatſoever, to qualify and enable for this 
great work. He is our Head of influences, the Foun- 
tain of our ſtrength, all our well-ſpripgs are in him; 
and faith is the only mean of conveyance and commu- 
nication from him to us, through the promiſes ; By 
faith therefore, with joy, are we to draw water out 
of theſe wells of ſalvation.”  . Þ © 

I come now to the ſecond general head, which was 
propoſed, namely, the _ „ 


- 


CONFIRMATION of the doctrine, viz. that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is very earneſt and importunate 
with every one of his miniſters, that, &c. Here we 
ſhall ſhew, 1. That it is ſo. 2. Give ſome account 
why it is ſo. And both very briefly. And, 
[a] Rev. ii. 25. Rev, iii. 3, 11,—{b] 2 Tim. i. 13,—{c]Rey, 
i- 10,d Heb x. 38. | 
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Firf?; That our Terd i- thus earneſt and Impur! tunate, 
© will be evident, if we conſider, how, 

1. He not only charges it with them, by. way of 
authority, but recommends it to- them in. the way of 
love and endearment. He ſpeaks them in ſuch a warm, 


kind and friendly manner, as if one was aſking another 


toro him ſome great favour or kindneſs, to which he 
had no obligation: For a proof of which, we need go 
no farther than the text, O Timothy, keep What ie 


committed to thy Truſt,” and verſe 11. © But thou, 


O man' of God, flee theſe things'— 

2, To the fame end, He accoſts and plies them 
with all ſorts of motives and arguments,” proper to 
work on reaſonable creatures. As, to inſtance, the 
dignity and excellency of the Truſt; © That good thing 
committed unto thee keep (e). The vaſt conſequence 
of their behaviour in this matter, — for in doing this, 
thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear thee 

F). How many great and precious promiſes does 


he make thein, with reference to the time of their 


warfare and attendance? Take for one inſtance, Zech. 


4ii. 6, 7. And the Angel of the Lord proteſted un- 


to Joſhua, faying, thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, if thou 
wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, 
then thou ſhalr alſo judge my houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep 
my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among 
Theſe that ſtand by.” And then what unparallelable 
after rewards and puniſhments, has he prepared and 
aſcertained, to the faithful and unfaichful keepers of 
the Truſt g). 

3. With a great deal of feeling, tad affectionate 


concern, he fore-warns them of all che pieces of bad 


and hard uſage, iniquous, cruel and unkind treatment, 


they are to meet with from the world, and all ſorts 
7 of perſons in it, on the account of their faithfulneſs 


dle) 2 Tim i 14-—[f] 1 Tim iy ee eee 14-32 
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in this matter; wiſely, liberally and kindly, at the ſame. | 
| time, providing for their ſupport and comfort, in all 


/ 


ſuch events CY. | | | 
4. He ſets before them, for their warning, for 


their imitation and encouragement, the examples and 


characters of both the unfaithful and the faithful ſer- 


-vants of this fort. Brightly and movingly does he 
blazon the characters of the one: How are the names 
and memories of Moſes, Phineas, Samuel, Elijah, Da- 
vid and all the prophets ; of John the Bapti/t, Paul 


und the other Apoſtles imbalmed to all generations? 


How amiable and honourable are the accounts of their 
fidelity and accuracy in keeping of the Truſt? Yea, how | 


ſavoury and fragrant are the memories of faithful mi- 


niſters in every age of the Church? But in what black 
and frightful colours are the others drawn! How vile, 
baſe and contemptible does he make them! He, who 
never miſtook ſo far as to miſcal either perſon or thing, 

can afford them no better names than, blind watchmen, 

bling guides, idol ſhepherds, hinelings, thieves, robbers, 


Dogs dumb and ſleeping, Foxes, Serpents, Vipers, mi- 


niſters of Satan i). What a heap of woes does he 


pour forth on ſuch, in that one chap. laſt cited. 


' 5. We have him narrowly: and &ndly noticing, com. 


mending and cheriſhing every honeſt, tho? weak endeas: 
vour of this kind in any of his ſervants. I know —: 


and how thoy. canſt not bear them that are evil; ant 


thou haſt tried them who ſay they are Apoſtles an 
thou holdeſt faſt my name, and haſt nat denied my faith 
(k). 1 know—for thou haſt alittle firength, and haſ# 


| kept my word, and baſt not dented my name. — Becauſe 


thou baſt kept the word of my patience, I alſo will keep 
thee, &c. (1). ES „ 8 1 
6. He's much and frequent on this ſubject, of mi- 
(h) Mat. x. 16,--42. Luke, xii. 11. Mat. xxviit. 20. John, xiv. 


26. and xv. 18,21. and xvi. 1, 2. and xvii. 11.18. Rey, it. 9, 10. 


--(1) See Iſa. lvi. Jer. xxiii. Ee k. xiii. 34. Zech. xi. John x. 2 Cor. 


%, Philip. iii. Mat. xxiii.— (k) A ii. 2, 13.— (00 Rev. iii. 4, 8, 10. 
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riders keeping the Truſt faithfully ; ; and that both in 
the Old and in the New Teſtament, 


Secondly, Why is our Lord ſo very much concern- 


ed about this buſmeſs of the Truſt? Why o much 


dealing with 4 on this head? 
1. Becauſe his Fathers. and his un glory is fo much 
diſplayed in it. A people without the goſpel, be their 
other knowledge what it will, darkneſs, even groſs 
darkneſs covers them: But whenever they? re vilited 
with it, the glory of the Lord riſes upon them (m). 


For the light of the glorious golpe] of Chriſt is the 


light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt Cn). The goſpel is the Glaſs, 
wherein we with open face, behold 2 as well as the 
Father's or and are changed, &c. Co. So that 
mar the 


cordingly marred. 

2. As the Truſt itſelf is of ineſtimable value; ſo it 
coſt im very dear. He bought it, or rather he, as 
our Goel to whom the right of redemption belonged 
redeemed it for us, at a great price: As the Church 
herſelf, ſo her proviſion, the truths and inſtitutions 
of the goſpel, with which, and by means of which ſhe 
muſt.be fed and nouriſhed, are all of them the purchaſe 
of his own blood;—to feed the Church of God, which 
he hath purchaſed with his own blood (p). Now, he 
Having intruſied his ſervants with his goods, his un- 
ſearchable riches, a ſtock that, however cheap it may 
be in our eyes, he knows ſo well how it was come 
by, is it any wonder he be concerned, that it be 
not einbezzled or milunproved, but managed ro the 
beſt advantage? 

3. The keeping of i it in the ſenſe of che text, is of the laſt 

importance to their cun, and to the ſouls of other men. 
Now, his love and pood- will to ſouls, known to pals 
knowledge and comprehenſion, could not fail to ſhow 


(m) Ifa. Ix. i, 2. ſee ver. 19, 20.— (u) 2 Cor. i iv, 4, 6,——(0) 2 
Cor. iii. 4 8.— (p) Oy xx. 28. itſelf 


'rult, and the glory of God the Father and 
of Chriſt is, in the moſt radient diſcovery of it, ac- 
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itſelf in an earneſt.concern, for preventing of what, 
would prove ſo, not only dangerous, but, ruinous 
and dlellructive to them, as he ſaw the corrupting or 
miſguiding of the Truſt behoved to be. 1 

4. Becauſe he has laid the werght and ſtreſ M its 


| ſafety and preſervation in the world, on their keeping. 


as the great mean ordained and to be bleſt to that 
effect. The keeping of the Truſt, it is true, as it is 
every one's intereſt, is likewiſe their duty: But in re- 
gard what is every body's work, proves commonly 
no body's care; therefore calls he them out from a- 
mong the reſt of mankind, ſets them apart to this very 
thing, and appoints them, for their taſk and bulineſs 
in the world, the keeping of it, as has been ſaid. So, 
if it ſhall be loſt or vitiate, he knows at whoſe door 
the blame will lie, and who muſt anſwer for it. What 
wonder then, when ſuch a weighty. Truſt is lodged 
with them when ſo much confidence is put in them, 


and when ſo much depends on their conduct, that he . 


be very concerned, they may prove true and honeſt? 
5. He knows the difficulties will attend the taſk, 
better by much than they do; therefore, to prepare 
and to fortify them againſt theſe, that they may not 
make undue impreſſions when they occur, is he at ſo 
much pains to have them firmand hearty once in the - 
affair. And particularly, he knew with what earnelt 
ſolicitations they would be plied from the other ſide; - 
he foreſa what eſſays would be made to corrupt them 
by bribes and flatteries, and to fright them with pain, 
ſhame and loſs; how fleſh and blood would be ſpeak. 
ing them aſide; how. Satan, the world and carnal. 
friends, never one of all whom have a good advice to 
give in this affair, would be {till buzzing about them, 
not to be {tiff or preciſe, but eaſy in ſuch matters, as 
they would not have a hand in their own undoing : 
Therefore, to ſecure them in their own true iutereſt, as 
vellas in their duty, does he make the fir ſt application. 
r 6. Becauſe 
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6. Becauſe he ſaw the Truſt was to. be in hazard 
chiefly from them. This, ſince it has been ſo manifeſt 
to the melancholy obſervation and experience of eve. 
ry age of the Church, needs fcarce any thing to be 
ſaid for clearing of it. Under the Old Teſtament, the 


Prieſts and Prophets led the people firſt into ſuperſti- 
ion and idolatry /g), which iſſued in the Babyloni/h 


captivity : And afterwards, the people being effectual. 
ly cured of idolatry, the ſame perſons, through their 

ignorance and evil example, turn'd them off from God 

and his law, and forced the body of the nation into a 
rejection of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which completed 
their apoſtacy, and ended in the total deſtruction of 
that church and people: And what defection or apo- 
Itacy, in any church ſince that time, but its firftriſe was 
from the miniſtry? The firſt occaſion thereof, in all 


ages, has been given by, or taken from the keepers 


of the Truſt; their corrupting of the doctrine, the 
worſhip, or the government ; their ſcandals, diviſions, 
ignorance, negligence, ambition, worldly-mindedneſs, 
&c. What error or hereſy has ever the Church been 
troubled with, but church-men were either parents or 
aurſes to it? And when they become troubled foun- 
tains, and pollute the waters of the ſantFuary, how 
ſhall they heal the nations any longer? 
Laſtly, The Truf? once corrupted or violated by 
them, he knew would be neither ſoon nor eaſily reco- 


vered to its primitive condition again. Whatever way 


they may at firſt fall or be led into errors of this ſort, 
yet, having once admitted them, there will not be 
wanting a concurring abundance of things to rivet 
them ſo ſtrongly, as no evidence of truth nor propo- 
ſal of danger can prevail with them to renounce and. 


- rTelmquiſh the ſame. Among many other, the eus 


and Papiſis are amazing inſtances of the truth of this: 
For the f:rmer continue obſtinate in their moſt irra- 


4) Jer, xXii. 15. : 
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tional unbelief, and the latter (tho? otherwiſe wiſe: 
and learned, many of them) in their errors, impieties, 
ſuperſtitions and idolatries; both of them proof a- 


gaiuſt the cleareſt light and the ſtrongeſt evidence of 
feripture and reaſon, and all this for many generations 


ſucceſſively. Corruption being "Arg {tronger, and 
more prevalent in the will, the affections, and the 


dal underſtanding thau in the directive powers. 


ſoul, men, without they be under the power of 

t grace, will, on ſeveral occaſions, not. like to 
Ali truth any longer in their knowledge; yea, 
will rebel apainſt the light that before they had 
nun peaceable poſſeſſion unto. And when error 


comes once to be received under the cover and co- 
lour of truth, it will not only claim- all the rights and 
privileges of. truth as its: due, but it will take fir mer 


root in the carnal mind, by much, than truth itſelf ei- 


ther doth. or can do-in ſuch a/ ſoil ; becauſe all error, 
having lome what to recommend it to the fleſh and ta 
the lults thereof, is ſuited, in one reſpect or other, to 
the corrupt. mind; whereas goſpel truth the mind 


diſreliſheth, by reaſon of its inbred and uncured en- 


mity i een it propoſes. Hence it is found ea- 
draw many, who want experience of 
truth's power and efficacy in their ſouls off from the 


ſier by far to 


profeſſion of it, than to convert one from his errone- 
ous way, eſpecially if he be confirmed therein by cre- 
dit, ſociety, intereſt, or other prejudices. Now, mi- 


niſters being generally, of all others, the molt capable 
to maintain the cauſe of error; imereit, prejudice, 


and various luſts, if they happen once to eſpoule it, will 
engage them to improve cheir talents, to the utmoſt, 
that. way. And further, the committing of it to others 
being a part of their office, they will readily take care 


not to intruſt any but ſuch as are of the ſame ſenti- 


ments anent it with ihemſelves: Of which fort enow 


will be ever found ready at hand, who by their zeal 
; 2 ere rs 
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for the favourite principles and for the faſbionaliłk b 
courſes of the day, or by their being, as Paul was, l 
more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of their fa. | 
thers gr), will feek to recommend themſelves to the 
- good graces of ſuch as are in a condition to forward | 
i | their promotion tothe pretended keeping, but real cor. | 
rupting of the Truſt. By which means, the Truſt, 
Inſtead of redreſs, ſuffers more violence and invaſion; 
ſtill; Error and corruption are conveyed down 
ſucceſſion, come to he the chief care of the keep | 
and at length plead preſcription. All which are | 
emplified in every corrupt church, and have beer. 
this, in the days of abjured Prelacy eſpecially. From 
all which we may be fully fatisfied, our Lord has a- 
5 bundant and good reaſons for his being earneſt and. 
* iümportunate with every one of his miniſfers, faithful- 
2 ly to keep the Truſt he has committed to them. 
APPELEFCATITON; 
ENCE we may leart, b-w happy it had been for 
14 the, New Teſtament Church, if g riſtians, and e- 
Tpecially miniſters, as they ought to hive done, had 
minded this charge; if they had faithfully kept this di. 
vine Truſt, as it was, put into their cuſtody by our 


4 Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the holy Scriptures : A heavenly 
& treaſure, richly furniſhed with whatever was neceſſary 
(1 to promote faith and holineſs, and providing abun- 


-dantly for our conſolation in this world, and for our | 
complete happineſs in that which is to comè: Hereby 
had the glory of God and our Saviour, the credit of 
the goſpel, the ſafety of ſouls, the peace of the church, 
and the lionour of the miniſtry, been effectually con- 
| fulted; But ah! the pride and vanity of the fleſhly 
* mind would not be reſtrained: Mien ſoon became too 
wiſe, to walk by their Lord's inſtructions in this mat- 
ter; in place of the heavenly doctrine, another, begot 
by the father of lies on the wiſdom of the fleſh, is fa- 
thered on Chriſt, and palm'd on the world; the in- 
| | Lr] Gal. 1. 14. | ſtitutions 
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ſtitutions muſt be new moulded, and gaps made 
in the hedge of the holy commandments: Hence all 
manner of ruins in the Church, ſuperſtition, idolatry, 
damnable hereſy, error, profanenels, offences, ſchiſms, 
ſcandalous diviſions, contempt of the miniſtry, G. 
And, wo to the world becauſe of theſe things. ie 

Again, (ince it is ſo, as in the dodrine, then fare, 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will hold himſelf very little obli- 


ged to unfaithful miniſters; whom neither his love nor 
his authority, whom neither affection, conſcience, ho- 


nour, nor gratitude can win, whom no ties can ſecure 


in his intereſts, He truſts them, honours them, be- 


. | , ©3844 } 
ſeeclies them as friends, encourages them with all ſorts. 


of promiſes, yet can they not be prevailed upon, nor 
engaged to deal truly and honeſtly by him, It is true, 


Ile, for holy and wile ends, intruſts many one, whom, 


if they knew them as well as he does, no body elſe 
would truſt; but he likes te try folks kindneſs, and 


to let it be known. What return will they be able 


to make to ſuch cutting queries as theſe, Is this your 
kindneſs to your friend? Do ye thus requite your Lord, 
0 fooliſh and unwiſe? | 4 


Further, the doctrine accounts for theſe zealous 45. 
pearances, and ſtedfaſt contendings, about the ſeemings 


by fmall concerns of the Truſt, for which the world 


has, in every age, frankly condemned faithful mini- 
ſters, and cried. ſhame upon them. Why? they knew 
their Lord was earneſt and importunate with them, to 
keep the Truſt faithfully: Hence their buſineſs in theſe 
matters was not to pleaſe men (in which caſe they had 
not been the ſervants of Chriſt (Y, but to pleaſe him 
who had called them to be ſoldiers (); provided 
they might finiſh their courſe with joy, and fulfil the 
miniſtry they had received of their Lord, with his 
ceitinony and approbation, they little valued. mens 
good or ill words, or their dear bought good deeds. 

Again, ſince the holy miniſtry is a keeping of 


849 Gal 1. 10. [t] 2 Tim l. 4. the 
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the Truſt, committed by Chriſt to every niniſter in 
particular, as the doctrine imports, then Dioceſan 
biſhops are none of the keepers appointed by Chriſt, 
For the paſtoral office being a perſonal Truſt, to be 
diſcharged by every one in his own perſon. (that is, 
he muſt in his own perſon overſee the flock, and di- 
ſpenſe the Truſt to them all, by preaching the word, 
baptizing, adminiſtrating the Lord's Supper, admo- 
nithing publicly and privately, bleſſing the congre- 
gation, Oc.) he who, claiming epifcopat authority o- 
ver fifty, one hundredor two hundred particular church- 


es, pretends to keep the Truſt, and diſcharge his office 


among them by others, namely, his curates and ſub- 


_ ffitutes, tho? he may be an Idol Sepherd, or a Lord o- 


wer Codt heritage, can be none of Chriſts miniſter's: 


For where can he ſhew his commiſſion from Chriſt, - 


the ſole head of the Church, and prince of paſtors, for 
delegating that to others, which-is by Chriſt commit- 
ted to his own perſonal keeping? "The lawyers max» 


ox im, Delegatam non poteſt delegari, is applicable to 


this, as well as to other caſes, They would not, I 


think, with to receive the Shepherd's reward, or to 


go to Heaven, by proxy too. | 
The moſt favourable and tolerable account can be 
given of this matter, is, that the Biſhop is none of 
Chrilt's „but, as the King's miniſter, circa ſacra: For, 
tho? the object of the office be things Eccleſiaſtical, 
the ſpring and ſource of it is civil (according to the 
ancient conſtitution of the government of the Church 
of England, I mean, as is evident from the neceſſary 
doetrine and erudition of a chriſtian man, a book com- 
poſed by ſeveral Biſhops, and other great doctors, 


and approveu by authority in the days of Henry VIII. 

Otherwiſe the ſpring of it is Antichriſtian) as flowing 
from the civil magiſtrate ; So that he would be, after 
a ſort, an officer of the king, about the matters of the 


Lord, but that his office exceeds all the powers can 
5 Ee, | belong 
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belong to one in ſuch a capacity: Whereas goſpel i. 


niſters are CHRIS L's officers, not the A ing's. But 
the Biſhop's office it is certain, whoe ver be the ma- 
ker, is of an human make; it has its being, not from 


Chriſt, but with us from the King, on whom its ſole 


dependence is, both as to being, preſervation and ope- 


ration: However, they give ont, and would fain have 


the world to believe other wiſe. The, King, Lords 
and Commons, tho? they cannot alter any divine law 
or office, that receives its being from the inf, Ait ion 


of Chriſt, yet can they, as they ſee cauſe, not only 


make what alteration they pleaſe in this government; 
but they can pull it down by wholeſale, and give place 


to another: And, wid cau ſay ought agaiuſt their 


having the diſpoſal of their o creature? May thar 
time be haſtned, when God will put it into their hearts, 
to deal by that unbeavenly plant as it deſerves, and 
make them tio call to miud their: covenant obligations 
to this purpoſe: For, however I honour the memory 

of ſeveral worthy men, who have ſuttered that office 
to be put upon them, the Truſt, as it never has, ſo 


neither will it ever be ſafe under the ſhadow of it. 


Antichriſs hierarchy cannot ever be ſo purged or. 
rectiſied, as, that it may be allowed to enter the con- 


gregation of the Lord, or expected to be bleſt chere. 


Conformable to what is ſaid above, of the Dioceſun's 
office being a human creature, and of the civil go- 
vernment's power to diſpoſe of it, is the prelates prac- 


tice, at leail, if not their principle, in ſubmitting to 
civil depafitim: Whereas, it is notour, when the 
office is of divine inſtituton, the officer's authority 
may remain good, tho? the pqͥwers of the world thoulkd 


oppoſe them{e]ves to it; fora civil prohibition can 


never make void a commitlion. received from Jeſus 


Chriſt C). I will not digreſs further, to comider 
their clatter of Timothy, nis being a Bithop. of the 
Dioceſan make: Anent which, any, who pleaſe, may 


conſult Pri une on the head, and be ſatisfied... » 7 
(u) Acts, iv. 19. and V. 29. a | | 
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The doctrine might alſo be improven for convi time 
and re progf of ſuch, who under take the Truſt, but, 
through the prevalence of one corrupt luſt or other, 
neglect the keeping of it; of ſuch, who are engaged 


and employed more in keeping other things, than in | 


keeping the Truſt; of ſuch, who neither do themſelves, 
nor will they ſuffer others to keep it, after the beſt 
fort they can; That in every age there have been 
ſuch people in the Chirch, neither ſcripture, nor later 
hiſtvfy will allow us.to- doubt: Such an one was A- 
maziah Prieſt of Bethel (x), who neither made con- 
{cience of keeping it himſelf, nor would he allow Amos 
to keep the I ruſt of the Lord; but firſt accuſed him 
to the government, and, that not taking effect accord- 
ig to his with, in the next place plied him with artful 
nl 
world, to get him out of that country-ſide, where the 
honeſt man's commiſſion bore him to keep the "Truſt: 


For which fly methods of -his, he got a more plain 


than pleaſant return from the prophet /y). Of the 
{ame ſtamp, was that company of clergymen, Jer. xxv. 
8. who had certainly put Jeremiah to death, for de- 
livering a meſlage of the Lord to them, had uot the 


Princes come and reſcued him from them {z); and: 


were not the Church-men among the Fews, in our 
Lord's and his Apoſtles days, all of them generally of 
this kidney? Of ſuch, who inſtead of Keeping, plain» 
ly and avowedly betray the Truſt : Of which Judaſes 
this Church, in her ſeveral periods, has not wanted 


her large ſhare, The names and memories of Adam- 
fon, Cladſtanes, Spotſwood, Fairfoul, Sharp, &c. will 


rot and ſtink to all generations; — Of /uch, who, tho? 
they keep the 1rutt in ſeveral reſpects, yet do i: not 
after the due manner. And in one word, may not 
ahis doctrine reach deep convictions ta all of us, who 
have been honoured to be put in the Truſt with the 


- [x] Amos, vii. 10.—{y] ver. 16, 17.—{2] yer, 10, 16, See alſo 
Jer, xxviii. 1.—1 7. and 29, 20,—323,—32. _ © goſpel 


nuations-;/ fince he could not get him out of the 
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goſpel? For who is ſufficient for theſe things? Who 
among us all dare ſay we have kept the Truſt according 
to our Lord's inſtructions? Happy they, who can ſay, 
] have declared the whole counſel of God! I am free 
from the blood of. all. men. The evidences, the evil, 
with the ſprings and cauſes of theſe, might, under 
this head alſo, be laid open, if one was to . . onit. 
This doctrine might likewiſe give occaſion, to not 
only a ſearch and trial, as to perſonal faithfulneſs in- 
keeping of the Truſt, but alſo to a more extended en- 
quiry, a ſearch into public and national faithfulneſs in 
this matter, mean. But ſuch an enquiry. would much 
better become the Church herſelf, than any particular 
member, eſpecially ſo iuconſiderable an one. It would 
well become the Church herſelf, I fay, to enquire into 
the behaviour of all ranks of perſons, from the throne. 
downward, in this matter, ſince their laſt folemn en- 
gagement, by Covenant, to keep the Trutt, as becomes 
a redeemed Church and nation, even unto this day; 
and ſeriouſly and humbly, yet freely and. boldly, as 
Samuel did with J/rael, to reaſon with them before the 
Lord, of all the righteous actes of the. Lord, which he 
did to them and tu their fathers (a), and of all their 
unſtedfaſtneſjes- and treacherous dealings (according 
as they ſhould be found) with the Lord, and in refer 
ence to his Trult and his Covenant: And all this in 
order to their return to the Lord; that ſo the fierce- 
neſs of his wrath might be turned away; that fo we 
might no more be termed for/akey, but be a crown of 
glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of our God; and our God might yet rejoice 
over us, as the Bridegroom rejoiceth over the Bride, 
Jſa. Iii. 3.—5. But I proceed to the ule of f 
EXHORTATION. Siuce it i$ fo, *asthedoGtine 
hears,” may I not hope, my Reverend Brethren and 
(a) x Sam. xii. 7. 1 
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Fathers will bear with me, to put them in mind of 
the Holy Ghoſt's exhortation to them, concerning 


this great and important affair committed to their 
Truſt? Hear then, and receive not mine, but his ex- 
kortation, both in the way of endearment ind in the 
way of authority, both in the way of affectionate en- 
treaty and of ſolemn charge: For to us, and to eve. 


ry one of us, particularly and perſonally, are his 


words directed, no leſs than if our names ſtood here 
in place of Timothy's ; hear him, I ſay, beſpeaking and 
addreſſing each of us by name, thus, O Timothy keep 
that which is committed to thy Truſt; I charge thee, 


 therefire, before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wha 


ſhall juage the quick and the dead, at his appearing, 
and his kingdom: Preach the word, be inſtant in ſcaſon, 


out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long. ſuf, 


fering and doetrine: For the time will come, when the 


will not endure ſound doctrine, &c. (b). I charge thee 


before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect 
angels, that theu obſerve theſe things {c).'T give 


thee charge in the ſipht of God, who quickeneth all 


things, and before Chriſt Jeſus, who before Pontius 
Pilate witneſſed a good confeſſion, that thou keep this 


. *. commandment, (that is not any particular precept, 
but the whole Truſt) without ſpot, unrebukeable, un. 
til the appearing ef our Lord Feſus Chriſt Cd). 


Keep the myltery of the Doc rine of Chriſt, keep 


the In//itutions of Chriſt, and his holy Commandments; 


keep them, as has been ſaid, get the poſſeſſion of 
them, diſpenſe them, exemplify them in yourſelves, 


maintain and defend them, ſuffer for them, commit 
them for ſafe tranſmiſſion to faithful men: Let us keep 
them in our heads, in our hearts, in our lips, in our 


lives,“ in the world, in the holy Scriptures, and in our 


precious ſtandards; let us keep them in oppoſnion to 


(b) 2 Tim. iv. 2 | (e) 1 Tim. v. 217. (d) I Tim. vi. 13. 14. 
ä 5 loling, 
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loling, fraud, violence, ſale, or contemptuous rejecting 
Keep the Truſt as it is Chri/t*s Truſt; keep it as it is 
the Truſt of this Church; her pleaſant heritage beſtows 
ed on her by her huſband Chriſt, and handed down 


from our anceſtors, and now lodged} truſted into our 


hands as guardians, truſtees, to be preſerved and 
maintained for her and her poſterity, yet unb oro. 
Our fore-fathers acted the part of wile men; they 
knew their own true intereſt, and took the Holy 
Ghoſt's advice: They bought the truth without 


grudging the price; and having got poſſeſſion of the 
purchaſe, they would by no means, nor for any price, 


be induced to ſell it again: Though many a time for 
the ſake of it, they were by our apoſtate Princes, 
| Nobles, Partiaments, church-men, no better treated 


than was Nabel, refuſing to fell his father's inheri- _ 


tance, by Ahab, yet would they not, on the terins of 


parting with the Truſt, the heritage of goſpel truth 


and inſtitutions, redeem their worldly poſſeſſions, their 


liberty, nor their lives: By which means, blefſed be 


the Lord, the inheritance came ſafe our length; for 
though often the Edomites and the Amalekites (the 
malignants and Papiſts I mean) ſaid, Come let us cut 
them off from being a nation, that the name of //rae! 


may no more be in remembrance ; let us take to our- 


ſelves the houſes of God in poſſeſſion. Vet was Zion 
made a burdenſome ſtone, a cup of trembling to them, 


and they forced to vomit all up again. A teſtimony 


of which is our aſſeinbling here this day. 


Let us therefore keep the Truit in oppoſition to 
Popery, that old enemy: Ah! the Beaſt's wound is 


again like to be healed in our land; Why is the go- 
vernment ſo eaſy and remiſs? Why does not the Church 


beſtir herſelf more in this matter? Let us keep the 
Truſt in oppoſition to Arminian and Pelagian errors; 


in oppolition to Neonomianiſin or Baxterianiſmy; in op- 
; 1 Slander II. : ; 
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poſition to prelacy and Engliſh Popiſh ceremonzes, 
and all corruptions of divine ordinances ; in oppoli- 


tion to Quakeriſm, for I don't hear it is on the decline, 
in and about this place; in. oppoſition to Era/tian en- 
croachments on the Church's power, for it is Chriſt's 
power and prerogative- royal; “ and the ſmalleſt point 


of Chriſt's prerogative- royal (ſays the renowned Mr 
Living ſtoun, once the ornament and honour of this 
Synod, in his letter to the pariſh of Ancrum) is not 
only worth the ſufferings, but worth more than the e- 
ternal falvation of all the elect:“ And it has been ob- 
ſerved, the church was never readier to loſe ground 


than under an indulgent prince: In oppoſition to 4- 
rianiſin, lately ſprung up, and ſpreading apace in Eng- 


land and Ireland, among all ranks of perſons, even a- 
mong miniſters too, not only of the Church, but of 


the Diſſenters, our brethren ; and what ground have 


we to think we ſhall be ſafe? + Eſpecially ſince no due 
. teſtimony has been given againſt it, by either church 
or ſtate g;“ Though ſeveral perſons in England, and 
particularly Mr FW aterland, have done excellent ſer- 
vice againſt it, by their writings, for which they are 
to he bad in honour :” And in oppoſition to Antino- 


mianiſm too, Why not? As there is juſt occaſion and 


ground of fear; || though I know of no miniſters in 


this church, who have given juſt ground for fufpicions 


of that ſort: And to load any men, © who have learn- 


ed to unite obedience to orthodoxy, who preach duty 
as well as grace, and who are always ready to eſpoule 
the precepts of the goſpel with the ſame zeal as they 


do the doctrines of it, to load ſuch; I ſay,” with be- 
ing enemies to holineſs, and other odious names, for 
no other reaſon but becauſe they cannot conſent to 
be brought under a Covenant of Works, or think of . 


obtaining any thing at GO D's hand by their own 
works, is ſuch a reproach as, I am fully ſatrsfied our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt will reckon 


+ Slander II. I Slander 1. #* Slander J. them- 
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themſelves fellow ſharers in: and ſufferers under 4. 
Keep the Truſt in Judicatories, as well as in other in. 
ttances; © aCting therein with ſingleneſs, as in the ſight 
of God, with an eye to the day of accounts, and in 
a dependance-on the promiſed Spirit and preſence: - 
Let us beware of faction and party, or the doing of 
any thing through, emulation, ſtrife, or vain glory, 
which evidences equally a weakneſs of grace, and little- 
neſs or meanneſs of ſoul: Theſe being the courts of 
Chriſt, all things ſhould be managed in them accord- 
ing to his inſtructions, with an eye to his glory, to his 
approbation, and for. the promoting of his intereſts iu 
the world: There ought we to ſhow ourſelves zeal- 
ous for his honaur, and tender of his intereſts. Scarce 
is there a ſer vant of men, but he'll ſtand, up courage- 
ous for his maſter's intereſt and honour, and thall the 
ſervants of Chriſt he the only cowards? A vigorous 
aud wiſe exerciſe of diſcipline, is among the hardeit 
pieces of our work, but molt neceſſary for the ſake if | 
of the T'ruſt, and of the ſouls of men. Let us then | ; 
act there with all faithfulneſs, holy freedom and im- 
partiality, as ſeeking not to pleaſe men but God, who 
learches the hearts; not only allowing but encourag- 
ing others to do the like, and as we do, ſo ſhall the 
preſence of God be with us. | But to conclude this,” 
let us take heed to ourſelves, and to all the flock /e ). 
Let us take heed to ourſelves aud to our doctrine (,. 
Say to Archippus, take heed to the miniſtry which thor 
haſt received in the Lord, that thou fulfit it (g/. For 


motives conſider theſe few, . 
Fir/?, This Truſt is both committed to us, and ace 
cepted by us. As it is the ſtewardſhip of heaven's 
treaſure, of Chriſt's unſearchable riches, our Lord and 
the Holy Ghoſt, have committed the ſame tous: As it is 
Scotland's Reformation and heritage, it is committed by 
the church of believers in this land: And under both 
conſiderations is it accepted by miniſters; therefore are 


(e) Ads xx. 28, (f) 1 Tim. iv. 16. (g) Col. iv. 7. we 
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we bound by all manner of ties, having ſo bound our. 


ſelves to keep it: And without we endeavour to do 

it faithfully, we rault of neceſſity fall under the black 

and indelible brand of the worſt of diſhoneſty, diſin- 
% penuity, hypocriſy, ingratitude, treachery.” ““? 


Secondlys Conlider, that conſequentially and really, 


it is the charge. and the keeping, 1. Of the Father 


and of Chriſi's declarutive glary, which is diſplay'd 
and ſhines with a peculiar and an amazing brightneſs 
in the goſpel: © So that to ' betray the Trult; is iu 
effect to rob God, and to betray Chriſt, in what is 


deareſt to him: The Truſt being corrupted, the 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt is by fo much 


eclipſed and darkened; a death's vail is drawn over 
Chriit's beautiful face, that men can no more behold 


it Chi, and he is de frauded, as he was by the unfaith- 
ful huſband- men, of the revenue of glory due unto him. 


2. The keeping, or not keeping of it, is really the 
keeping or betraying of the ſauls of men. For, the gol. 
pel being as a new thip God has put to ſea, for ſav- 
ing the thipwreck*d children of Adani; when the Truit 


is vitiate“ in any fundamental inſtance; a leakis ſprung 


or rather” the bottom is {truck out of the veſlel; in 
which caſe all muſt go to the lake together; ſince, in 


Heaven nor earth, belides what is provided in the 


goſpel, there's no help for Joſt ſinners: And, to be 


acceſſory to the deſtruction, not only of a prefent, but 
of ſueceediug generations, one knows not how many, 


ought to be a very ſhocking thought. My people, 
ſays the Lord, are deſtroyed far lack of knowledge. 3. 


The keeping, or not keeping of it, is in effect the keep- 

ing or the loſing of their own /culs too. „But theſe 
having been touched on before, conſider in the next 
lace,“ 4 | 52 | 


- Thirdly, The hazard the Truſt is in at this day. 
It is never, it is true, quite out of hazard from devils 


or men; but my reaſons for thinking it in hazard 


(h) 2 Cor, iv. . „ Ne 
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| more than ordinary at this day, are, 1. Becauſe a 
barren, fruitleſs profeſſion of the goſpel is oftimes pu- 


niſhed with apoſtacy from the truth. Such who for- 


ſake the Lord, by giving up themſelves to an ungod- 


ly, looſe, prophane courte of life, thereby holding the 


truth captive in unrighteouſneſs, he often leaves ju- 


dicially to err from the truth too; © And when men 
do, under a profeſlion of the truth, live in an open 
rebellion againſt its power, is it any wonder, our 
Lord,” unwilling to ſuffer his truth to be any longer 


proſtitute to their luſts, leave them to make ſhipwreck 
concerning the faith, and give them up to believe a lie 


(i)? Now, it is for a lamentation, that, in our day, the 
glory and power of chriſtianity are ſo far not only faded 

at loſt, among the molt part of all ranks „of pro- 
feſt Chriſtians, that?” their profeſſion is one of the 


greateſt blots ang} diſhonours ean be caſt on the truth; 


«So that” it were better lervice done the goſpel, for 


them, by forſaking of it, to declare the belief thereof 


was inconſiſtent with their _ lives? © The paths 
t 


and prints of the fruits of the Spirit, of goſpel-faith, 


to inſtance; love, goodneſs, faithfulneſs, meekneſs, 


ſelf. denial, humility, contempt of the world, zeal for 
the honour of Chriſt, readineſs for the Crols, are fo 
overgrown and worn out among men, that it can 


hardly be diſcern'd where they have been; whereas 


the works of the fleſh have a broad beaten road, that 
the multitude travel in. Hence, for any to aſſert, that 
the faith, profeſſion; lives and courſes of the ge. 


nerality of profeſſing Chriſtians, were any tolerable _ 


repreſentation of the truth and holineſs of the goſpel, 
would bea notable affront, yea, a diſcovery of enmity 
to it: Since the account, the Holy Ghoſt gives of the 

principles, diſpoſitioris and actings of men in their na- 
rural ſtate and under the conduct of Satan, is much 


more applicable to ſuch, than any thing that is ſaid of 


() 2 Theſ. ii. 10. — Chron, xv. 2. 1 
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and lives of men, but is maintained merely by an aut. 


* ward uninlivened profeſſion, and the ſecular intereſt 


of its profeſſors, it is in no good condition to abide, 
nor can it be expected long to ſtand the ſhock of that 
oppoſition it will be expoſed to.“ Sometimes truth is 
firſt loſt in a Church, and then holine/T-: The ſpring 
of it, in that caſe, being dried up, and its root wi- 


- thered. Yea, the very heathens, we ſee, Rom. i. 24.—28, 


for their rejecting the notions they had of God's being, 
attributes and providence, from the light of nature, 
were judicially given up to all manner of vile abomi- 
nations. Again, oftimes the decay and hatred of goſpel 


- holineſs is the cauſe of the loſs of truth: But where 


either is rejected, the other will not long remain be-. 


bind. 2. 4 flood of errors of all forts, many of them 


damnable, is, with a new force, broke forth in theſe 
lands, and like to overflow. Arianiſm, Deiſin, 
Atheiſm, &c. yea, the aſpect of matters in all the 
churches is very gloomyꝰ and threatning at this 
day; the leproſy of error,“ the plague of defection, 
ſeem not to be on the wane, ** but on the waxing and 
{preading. The reformed religion is by many 15 un. 
hinged and taken off from its old foundations, by their 
debating and calling in queſtion the principle articles 
of it, and by their growing weary of the truths, not 
only profeſſed ſince the refor mation, but, that gave 


occaſion thereto, and without which it had never been 


attempted; that the man of ſin needs not deſpair (with. 
out holy providence mercifully interpoſe) of impoling 
his yoke once more on the neck of the Proteſtant 
Churches. Purity of doctrine, it is true, has been the 
privilege and blefling of this, beyond many (I may 


lay any) of her Siſter-Churches; but we have na- 


ground. to expect it ſhall ay be fo, be our behaviour 


and 


the followers of Chriſt in the holy ſcriptures. And 
while religion is not rooted by its power in the hearts 


et = — <P <4 5 Mu = „ am 


. os ꝙqoB. , 9. dd. tos HM... as. en «]?ĩ a wired a. add ai. 


— 415 I 


and improvement what they will And ſome of her 


preſent circumſtances, it is evident, render her con- 


dition more hazardous and ſuſceptible of infection, than 
heretofore ſhe, wont to be. And further, to ſay no- 
thing of Luther's obſervation, of the doctrine of the 
goſpel continuing pure in a Church, at once, not be- 
yond the, ſpace of one man's lifetime; it is plain in 
fact, that no Church or Nation, that ever received the 


profeſſion of the goſpel, but ſooner or later, in ſome 


conſiderable degree, if not totally, ſhe fell of from the 
doctrine and obedience of it. It is vain, to think of 


prelerying the purity of religion in confeſſions and o- 


ther ſtandards, tho? they ſhould remain untouched, 
while ſome ſow tares and others ſleep: while ſome, 
by their bold and preſumptuous medlings corrupt its 
truth; while others, through negligence, the love af 


eaſe, or other byaſſes, overlook all; and few make it 


their huſineſs to preſerve and expreſs its power, “ 
It is known, that of late years a root of bitterneſs ſprung 
up among ourſelves, which being, in place of ſnubbing 
up, but renderly f crop}, its growth 

has cherebꝝ been. promoted. 


* 


at the revolution, and there's daily lels appearance how 
they ſhall be got mended, + Ihe abominations, de- 
fections and apoſtacy of former times, were never 
thorowly ſearched, honeſty confeſt and mourned for 4; 


Returning to the Lord by the ſame road. we had gone | 


away „from him? was not thought needful or con- 
venient then; a more convenient time was expected, 
but in vain, now theſe Thirty years bygone. Our 
Covenants, by means of which, this land particularly, 
had often been ſolemnly married to the Lord; by 


meals of which, Scotland's reformation had been, 
with ſignal countenance and bleſſings from Heaven, 


1 slander III. + Slander IV, f Slander, - 
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and ſpreading 
3. The Truſt ſuffered by early neglectt and omiſ- L 


ſions, after the Lord wrought our great deliverance 


carried 
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earried on in all the periods of this Church; | our co. 
yenants with our God, I ſay,“ though broken, reſcind. 


ed, condemned, burnt with all circumſtances of ignomi- 


ny and reproach, © aud the owning of them made ci. 
Pital and treaſonable (ſome of which wieked laws. un- 


to this day ſtand: unrepealed)” have never been re. 


newed; (though never had church or nation what. 
ſoever, in regard of their univerſal, ſudden, ſolemu, 
bold, and heaven - daring apoſtacy from the Lord their 
God, more reaſon and need to have returned to him 
after this ſort)” becauſe the civil government did not 
bid us, nor give their conſent unſought; a thing that 
was neyer to be expected of carnal men, and, many. 
of them, known enemies to Chriſt and his intereſts. 
4 In all. which 1 mean no reflection on the memories 
of the worthy men, wliether in Church or State, that 
are gone; for, ſome, I know, then of all ranks had 


it in their hearts to have taken this ſtep for building 


the houſe of the Lord; though; being in doubt if the 
time was yet come, and fearing the ſons of Zeruiah 
would be too ſtrong for them, their courage failed 


them; which, were they now alive, they would, 1. 
believe, pardon one for laying, It was their infirmity. 


For” I can never yet ſee, if a church had a good mind 
to return to the Lord, and to take hold of his co- 
venant after this mamer; What ſhould hirder them? 
& Sure, Numb. xxx. ought not, fince herein they are. 
not ſabje to the fathers of their fleſh :- If the content 
of the powers of the world, which, with all humility, 
and earneſtly is to be ſought, cannot be obtained, 


.they may no doubt of it, proceed without it. Our 
Fore. fathers were, I am ſure, of this mind, who be- 


fore and in the year 1638, without conſent or con- 
currence of Xing or Council, Parliaments or Afſem+ 


blier, came into folemn covenant with the Lord their 


God; and were, though- mightily oppoſed. by: the 
powers then in being, owned and:defended hy him 5 
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o:doing;”. I our Gol is nat. to be truſted for. more. 
than that, “ One ſhould: have ſmall encouragement 
to venture for him. This covenanting, or the taking 


hold ef God's covenant after this manner, was the 


ſtrength and the glory of Scotland; whereas her de- 


fections and neglects this way have been and are her 
weakening and her ſhame.” And let men ꝓleaſe them- 
ſelves. as they will, while. this remains undone, I diſ. 
pair of ſeeing a better. of it, but that every day ſhall 


be another's worſe}. I am neither in a condition to 


enter on the particulars of former or preſent times, 


nor are there many auditories of this ſort in a condi- 


tion to bear it: But, when God comes, to plead. his 
controverſy. with Scotland, he'll cauſe nobles, gentry, 
miniſters, and all ranks of perſons, both bear and ac- 
knowledge things they would take veryhainouſlyto heap 
of now, + I ſhall only ſay, I am ſure Scotlaud's refor- 
mation has not thriven or grown much in eur ha nds. 
4. Leal for Chriſt and his intereſts is mightily on 
the decline among all ranks of perſons. Never was 
that word more applicable to any generation than it, 
is to us, Phil. ii. 21. All ſeek their own, not the 


things that are Jeſus Chriſt's. And Jer. v. 1,5. and 


ic. 3. Va. lix. Moſt men are become very eaſy and. 
indifferent about principles, even the moſt impor- 
tant and fundamental; it being a light matter with 
them whether they ſtand or fall in the ſtreets.” It is 
true, none almoſt but they have a zeal on ſome occa- 
ſions; but as the Prophet expreſſes it, They are 
not valiant for the truth upon the earth: And this 
will be ſtill further encreaſed, by our Centry and No- 
bility affecting an Engliſh education to their children, 
whereby they cannot fail of being poiſoned in their 
principles about religion; which is one of the four 
fruits of the unbleſſed, becauſe in ſome material and 


weighty points, unlauſul match. But then, 


5. We are broken and divided among ourſelves, by 


vob 1 Slander, V. 
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different practices © and differert ſentiments by 
jealouſies, fafpicions, emulations, Gc. the native effect? 
gf the former. Theſe at ſuch a dangerous juncture, 


otherwiſe mightily unfit for watching the Truſt with 
one eye, . 

ſhoulder, for the faith of the goſpel. When the 
tongues are divided, and the hands engaged in mutual 


iateſtine confficts, which all united, were few enough 
for ſtrengthening the things that remain, and are 


ready to die; while the keepers are engaged in mu- 


tual charging of one another, with being occaſions of 


indangering the Truſt, no wonder that joint endea. 


vours after proper remedies and means of preferva. 


tion be much neglected.” And, as if our condition had 
not been bad enough before, + a new ſtumbling block 
has by ſome been thrown in the way of this church; 
by means of which ſhe is caſt into a new inteſtine fer- 
ment; and, a thouſand to one but truth may ſuffer 
further ere it be over. Better a milſtone had been 
hanged ahout one's neck, and he caſt into the depth, 
than to have been the cauſe, or fo much as the culp- 
able occaſion of this z. . 

6. + Many of theſe wwhn are looking towards the holy 
miniſtry (1 am far from ſaying all of them; for ſeve- 
ral, I know, are hopeful, and worthy of all encou- 


ragement) are ſo difpoſed and affected towards the 


ſcience, falſiy ſo called, which falls to be in vogue in 


our day, that there is ground to fear, if many of the 


preſent miniſtry were once gone off the ſtage, the Truſt 


may meet with unfkilful and unkindly keeping from 


theml. The wiſdom of words is too much ſtudied 


by ſome in preaching, which the Apoſtle Paul indu- 


firiouſlyſhunned in his preaching of the goſpel, Le/? 


the Croſs of Chriſt ſhould be made of none effect (i). 


Laſily, And is not the preſence of God much with- 


. drawn from his own ordinances? Miniſters are carried 


Ts sland. VI, I Sland. XII.— 0) 1 Cor. i. 17. 
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ſtriving together with one heart and 
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through their public miniſtrations, which is ground of 


thankfulneſs : But do we feel that ſenſible preſence 
and aſſiſtance with our own Spirits, which makes the 


work eaſy and ſweet, our joy and delight? And. is 
that power of the Holy Ghoſt, as has been uſual, ob- 


ſer ved and felt to go along with the word, making it 
effectual for converſion and Sanctification, for chang- 
ing the hearts and lives of men?” What tho? it ſhould 


be true, that this Church was the pureſt among the 
reformed? May not her condition be bad enough for 


all that? May ſhe not be ſo, and yet on the decline? 


The Church of the eus was often in a ſorry condi. 


tion, tho” they were the only Church God had on earth. 


Churches are apt to be pleaſed with themſelves, and 
to contend all is well with them, while their outward 


eſtabliſhment and conſtitution is preſerved, while their 
outward order and adminiſtrations, are inviolate : But 
it is certain, all theſe may remain ſafe and intire, and 


yet the power, glory and purity of the goſpel be loſt; 


and yet the Truſt be quite miſmanaged; as it was in 


the Church of the Jeu. Chriſt's judgement concern- 
ing a Church, we find, is oftimes very wide from her 
own, concerning herſelf. It was not only for her own 


ſake, but for warning to us and others in every age, 


that it is entered on an everlaſting record, concern- 


ing the Church of Laodicea, that when ſhe judged 


herſelf rich, increaſed in goods, and wanting nothing 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Amen, the true and faith» 
ful witneſs, pronounces her poor, blind, wretched and 
miſerable. And it deſerves our contideration, if our 


Lord may not ſay of us and and other Churches, 
where his name is yet owned, what was ſaid of old 
in reference to the Zewi/h Church, Fer. ii. 21.—1/a. 
i. 2t,—Qur Lord's earneſt concern and importunity 
as to this matter, having been inſiſted on before, I 
ſhall not adduce it here again, as a diſtin: mot. ve: 
But conſider, „„ 

4. Miniſterial 
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4. Miniſterial-keepin as it is the preat mean God 
is end and pur. 


has ordained, and which he bleſſes to t 
poſe, ſo it is the expedient of all others leaſt excep- 


tionable. Force and perſecution, whoever have uſed. 


them, have ever been a ſtain to Chriſtianity, and, in- 


ſtead of winning people to a cordial. belief and pro- 


feſſion of the goſpel, have never failed to fill their 


minds with alienation from their profeſſion, by whom 
they ſuffered. But a diligent and faithful diſpenſation. 
of the word of the goſpel, an endeavour to implant 


the word in the ſouls and hearts of men, and to leaven 
their minds with a ſenſe of its power and excellency, 
is what none can complain of, or take offence at. And 


rarely has any Church made defection from the truth, 
but where there has firſt been a neglect of this ſort; 


- which ſcarce can fail of opening the door toapoſtacy.” 
Further, this ſeems to be the only mean left for pre- 
ſervation of the truth, in our day; all other, proving 
ineffectual, to ſecure people from apoſtacy. . 


4. According to miniſters faithfulneſs in keeping 


Truſt, jo may they expect the divine preſence 


of 
and countenance with them, and ſucceſs in the diſ. 
charge of their office; without which they can have 


hut little comfort, whatever countenance or appro- 
bation they may have from the world, Go ye — teach. 
ing them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you: And lo, 1 am with you always, e- 
yen unto the end of the world (4), If they had 
ſtood in my counſel then they ſhould: have turned 
them from their evil way, Cc. i). 


6. If we keep the Truſt, the Truſi, or he whoſe | 


it is, will keep us: Be not afraid, I am with thee to 
deliver thee, ſaith the Lord (m/). Notwithſtanding, 
the Lord ſtood with me and ſtrengthened me.—And 
the Lord ſhall deliver me from every evil work, and 


(k) Mat. xxvili. 20. See Jer. i, 8, 19,-(1) Jer. xxili. 22. 


(m) Jer. i. 8. 19. 


will 
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will preſerve me unto his heavenly kingdom u. Fo 


Seldom is it ſeen, that miniſters continuing faithful 
and cleaving to what is duty,” fall into contempt with 
them who fear the Lord: yea, often they have a 


teſtimony in the conſcience even of their enemies : 
Nor have their poſterity been loſers by their loſſes on 


that account. That word, 1 Sam. ii. 30. is mad 


good to the miniſters of every age, Them that honour 


me I will honour, and they that deſpiſe me_ ſhall be 
lightly eſteemed. Unfaithful miniſters become mol 
contemptible of any men. But ye are departed out 0 


the way, ye have cauſed many to ſtumble af the law 


therefore have Imade you contemptible and baſe before 
all the people C . 5 42. e e 

7. The Truſt, well kept, is the glory, ſtrength, 
and the ſafety of a Church. © Behold I have ſet be- 
fore thee, an open door, and no man can ſhut it; for 


. thou haſt a little ſtrength, and haſt kept my word, and 
haſt not denied 7 name: Behold I will make them of 


the Synagogue of Satan to come and worſhip ere 
thy Fix, and to know that I have loved thee (p). The 
ſame promiſe is made to every Church continuin 


faithful in this matter, as well as it was to Philadel. 
phia. While they kept the Teſtimonies, the Statutes 


and the Judgements, the Ark was the glory and the 
ſtrength of 1/rael. Faithful miniſters alſo, are to a 
Church as the chariots of J/-acl, and the horſemen 


thereof.“ It is not Laws, Princes, Nobles, ſo much 


as the keeping of the Truſt, that ſecures a Church: 


Tho? their countenance is deſirable, and a bleſſing, ' 


when it is ſincere, and they indeed nur ſing Fathers: 
other wiſe the Truſt gets much miſchief of them, bring- 


ing in eſpecially the carnal, fleſhly wiſdom of the world, 


into the Church, of which we have enough ourſelves. 


8. It is a Truft in order to an accaunt. And, in 
caſe of unfaithfulneſs, it will be but a melaucholy reck. 


(n) 2 Tink, iv. 17.— (0) Mal. ii. 8, 9.— 050 Nev. 111. 8, 9. 
| „ oning; 
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oning; The fin and danger here is inexpreſſible; 


the blood of nations, Churches, and whole generations, 


will lie much of it at unfaithful miniſters door: F or, 


if they had acted a faithful part, it might have been a 
means to ſtop them in their ſelf-deſtroying courſes : 
Aeg Frcordingly we find the Lord often, in the Old 

eſtament, charging the blame of his peoples ruin up. 
In them. Thar is a heavy word coming from the 
Mouth of the Lord; I have fworn—that the iniquity 
of Els Houſe ſhall not be purged with ſacrifice nur 
offering for ever (g). Our Lord is gone into a far 
country, and upon his return we muſt account for e- 


. have preached; for our actings in 


ery S nod, Preſbytery, General Aſſembly, &c. Fur. 
ther, the falſe prophet is ſpoke of in ſcripture, as hav. 


ing a Hell by himſelf, We may likewiſe take under 
8 head, the peace and comfort, that faithfulneſs in 


nis matter will yield one in a dying hour. Paul in- 
ſtances in no particular but this, '7 have kept the faith, 
r). A great comfort, no doubt then, that he had 


got the faith kept; when ſo many endeavours had - 
been uſed by devils and men to part him and it. A 


worthy miniſter, in our own day, when a dying, ſaid, 
he had ſweet peace then, of theſe appearances for 
which he had often been accounted a fool, Now, to 
cloſe this exhortation; for Chriſt's ſake, whoſe the 


te Truſt is; for the /ake of mens ſouls; for the pre- 


ſent and ſucceeding generations ſafe, and for our own 


fake as ever we expect to finiſh our courſe, and give 
h joy, let us keep 


an account, not with' grief, but wit 
the Truſt committed to us. 


Now, as we would be helped to keep the Truſt, 


according to the doctrine, there are ſome things, 


Firſt, I hat we muſt beware of, as, 1. We would 


| beware of the world, the love of it eſpecially. No man 
that wereth, intangleth himſelf with the affairs of 


. (b 1 Sam. fit. 14.——(r) 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
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this life, that he may. pleaſe him = bath 8 un T 
, to be à Soldier (%. Riches are dangerous to all, but 
eſpecially to miniſters : For, if they will be rich, "they 


cannot miſs to fall into tentation, and a ſnare, and into 


many fooliſh and hurt ful luſts, which drown men-). 
It is hard to keep the Trult and the world, both, of 
them, eſpecially at ſometimes. They will be like two 


erde, in the keeping of one man: While he is rend- 
ing the one, the other will be gol "8 wrong, or, in 
hazard from one thing or other. I 


ie love of m oney 
being the root of all evil, no wonder it have inden 
in order to deſection „ which, while ſome have coveted. 
after, they bave erred from the faith, but thou, 0 man 


of God, flee theſe things (u). 


2. Beware of accomodating the Truſt to the. luſts of ; 
men. Thus the doctrine and inſtitutions have been 
corrupted. to pleaſe men: + To obtain their favour. 
and countenance to the profeſſion of religion, and to 
keep a face and an appearance of it among them; mi- 
niſters have been content with what they could get, 
and would not offend by aſking more: So one point 
of the Truſt has been dropt after another 4. Ling 
Ahaz falls in love with an Altar, he faw at Dama cus, 


ſends the pattern of it to Urijjah the prieſt, Who ac- 


cordingly built it for the king, againſt he came home 
(x). The arguments that were made uſe of at the 
infamous Aſſembly of Perth, for enacting the five ar- 


ticles, viz. It is the hing's pleaſure, | what! Will Ye 


diſobey the king , &c. need not te be for as, gab 
3. Beware of falling out about the one 
ſha 1 fay, this belongs to the Iruſt, and another Tays, 
nay, it does not; it will, in ſuch an event, be in great 
hazard of being 'miſinanaged. « Tf, to inſtance, after 
ſo long preaching of faith in the Lord Jeſus Ebrilt, | 
and the believer's freedom fromthe Jaw, as a Covenant, 5 


ſ) 2 Tim. 11 40) 1 Tim. vi. 9.— (u) Verſe, ro, 5 | 
4} Slander, VII. —() 2 Kings, xvi. 20. 
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we ſhould happen to fall out among ourſelves, about 
the nature of the one or the other, ah] what a priev. 
ous ſcandal would be laid in the way of ſinners; yea, 
and of weak ſaints too? Divilion of tongues is more 
beſeeming rhe builders of Babel, than of Zeruſalem, 
A kingdom divided againſt itſelf, haſtens to meet its 
own ruin. For the diviſions of Reuben, are great 
thoughts of heart. Yet are ſuch things no other, 
than what Have been, no other than what were fore. 
told by our Lord, in the New Te/tament.” But, wo 


unto the world becauſe of offences, for it muſt needs 
be, that offences come: Put wo to that man, by whom 


the offence cometh (y. | 


4. We muſt beware of making nothing of little things. 
& Chri{t's ſmall things (if any thing that is his, may 
be ſo termed) are great things: And the word may 
be very clear in theſe ſmall things. We are to kyth 
our love and our reſpect to our maſter's honour and 
authority in theſe: And the ſervant who is faithful 
in a very little, ſhall be made ruler over much. Fur. 
ther, {mall things admitted wanting a warrant,” may 


be like the needle, which, tho? it makes but a ſmall 


hole, brings a long threed after it: Things may ap- 
pear ſmall in themſelves, and yet be great and diſmal 

in their conſequences. © Mr Living/tone, abovemen- 
tioned, in his diſcourſe to his pariſh, on the Monday 
after his laſt communion, October 1662, ſays, There 
war never a trial yet in the Church, but in the time of 
it, it was brought to a ſeemingly {mall thing, —- And, 
that Satan can put the trial in ſuch a frame, he can 
draw it to ſuch a point, and ſet it, as they ſay, in aciem 
novaculæ, like a Razor's edge : Yet /till, tho? there 


ſeems but little between the two, the one ſide is a de- 


nying of Chriſt, and the other a confeſſing of bim.“ 
5. We are to beware of errors in viſion, They 


err in viſion, they ſtumble in judgment (z),—They 


OI Matth. xvüi. 7,-{z] Iſa. xxviit 7. . 
| | 2 make 
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make you vain; they ſpeak a viſion of their own heart: ©. 
and not out of the mouth of the Lord. They ſay, G. 
(a)... Thy prophets have ſeen vain and fob things 


for thee, they have not diſcovered thine iniquity, co 2 


pro away thy captivity, Cc. C. It will be butja 


poor excuſe for a miniſter to ſay, I thought fa, and no ; 


other than what rank perſecutors may plead. For in 
killing of the Saints, they thought; they were doing 
God ſervice (c. Laſtly, We mult beware of carnal, 
fleſhly wiſdom But of this before. $464 
Secondly, If we would keep the Truſt, as hag been 
ſaid, there are ſome things we muſt” attend unto, and 
be careful of. As, 892 7 5 1c 
1. To get a ſpiritual acquaintance with, and in ward 
experience of the Truſt, on our own ſouls, . Not / 
4 notional ſcheme, only in our heads, but ſuch a cer- 
tain aſſured knowledge of it, in its grounds, efficacy -- 
and native evidence, as the Scripture calls a full a. 
furance of under ſtanding; ſuch a perſuaſion and aſ- 
ſurance of the truths of the goſpol, as will be preva= 
lent and remain firm: againſt all that He and 
tentation, power and policy, we may be aflapltef with; 


and ſuch, as will not ſuffer our minds to be indifferent, 
- careleſs or negligent about them: It is true, we can 
come at this, neither by natural ſenſe, nor by rational 


demonſtration, but only by the illumination of the Ho-. | 
ly Ghoſt Cd) giving us ſpiritual views of the things : 
themſelves, in their heavenly nature, matchleſs glorx 


and excellency, and giving us an experience of their 


reality, power and efficacy on our minds, affections 
and whole ſouls : All which, tho? it be the grace, pro- 
miſe and gift of God, we are to endeavour after, in 
a way of duty; praying earneſtly for the Spirit of 
truth, to lead us into all truth, and to makę. us learn | 
the truth, as it is in Jeu. Without this, doctrinal” 
[a] Jer. xxüi. 16, 17,-[b] Lam. ii. 14.[c] John, Xvi. 2. 
{d] 1 Cor, ii. 10.—14. | „5 
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knowledge, and notions of the truth, enabling us to 
talk and diſpute of them, will never ſecure our ſted- 
faltneſs, in a day of trial, nor enable us to keep the 
Truſt in all circumſtances we may fall into. For in 
all ages, men, ſo learned and ſkilled in the doctrine of 
the goſpel, that they ſeemed Rabbis in 7/racl, pillars 
in the Church, have not only fallen in a day of trial, 
but led others the way in apoſtacy (which the faith 
of ſome has been overthrown, and ths confidence of 
others much ſhaken by) while ſaints of the lowell ſtature 
have been Martyrs for the truth: Which is eaſily - 
accountedfor, from what we have been ſaying, namely, 
the latter received the love and the power of the truth, 

_ whereas the former only received the notion of it.“ 
Particularly, we would ſtudy the knowledge of Chriſt, 
and of him crucified, ſeeking to have ſpiritual views 
of the glory of his perſon, his offices, his undertaking, 
his fulneſs ; and to have experience of the {weet power 

and efficacy of his grace and Spirit. That word de- 

ſer ves our particular notice, But when it pleaſed God 
to reveal his ſon in me, that I _ preach him &c. (e). 

2. To make the keeping of the Truſt, the Study . 
f). © But of this before.“ 


117 


* 7 - 
. * 
\ 


* : „ be - 
c * NN JT F Ibo wn ey 


niſh us wi 
ſpeech, to beautify and declare them. Now, the words 
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ſtandards. For, not only were the things revealeu 
to the prophets and Apoſtles, but the very words iug - 
geſted, by which they were to expreſs them: I here- 
fore, in keeping of the Truſt, a very particular re- 


4 gars muſt be paid to the wholeſome words of our 


ord Jeſus Chriſt %. When, in unfolding the my- 


ſeries of faith, ſcripture words and phraſes are de- 


clined, much more when others diſſonant thereto, or. 

inconliſtent therewith, are made uſe of, it falls, with-- 
out doubt, under the head of that ETEROD1IDASCA- 
LIA, which the Apoſtle is fo keen againſt Ci) as well 
as when other doctrines themſelves are taught. It is 
made the character of a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to be nouriſhed up in the words of faith, and ſound 
doctrine {#). Divine things require a rhetoric pro- 
per and peculiar to themſelves © And as it is onlyfroin 


the ſcripture we can be ſapplied with the glorious 


ideas of * gs themſelves, ſo it alone can beſt fur- 
th eloquence, and all proper ornaments of 


of the Holy Ghoſt being a divine ordinance, for the 


preſervation of the Truſt, let them be once but changed, 


as ſaid is, and it ſhall not be poſſible for the wit of 
man to keep the Truſt, in the ſenſe of the text; but 
nill they, will they, it ſhall be corrupted, and at length 
betrayed (/). And, for the ſame reaſon, ought all ſuch 


technical terms, as affectation and deſign, not neceſſity, 


or uſefulneſs, have introduced into divinity, to be a- 
voided and thrown forth again. +I ſee it now taught, 
that believers are under the coactive and compuliive 
power of the law; a way of ſpeaking, directly con- 
trary to what has hitherto been in uſe among ortho- 
dox Proteſtants, uſing theſe terms, who with one lip, 


have taught believers were not under the coactive 


and compulſive power of the law: It may be, wortn 


Taj 1 Tim vi. 3 Ti] 1 Tim i. 3, and vi. 3. LK] 7 Tim iv. 6. 


(1) See alſo 2 Tim i. 13, Tit i, 9 13 and i, 1 76 PR Ix. 
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of ſpeaking, is moſt agreeable to, or diſſonant from 


the words of the Holy Ghoſt; to which purpoſe, the 


following texts, among mavy other, may be conlider. 
ed, Luke, i. 74.—Rom. viii. 15.“ 
4. To keep the Truſt, with the moſt diligence, 


_ watchfulneſs and earneſtneſs, where it is moſt attack- 
ed, or expoſed to the greateſt danger. This, we fin, 


#as our Lord's, the prophets and Apoſtles way, and 
particularly Paul's: And it is evident from the parity 
of reaſon in other cafes, it ought to be ſo. Mr Lu- 
ing ſtone, in the above mentioned diſcourſe ſays, there 


are times and ſeaſons, when a man's ſilence may bring 


a curſe upon his head. And ſpeaking of ſicker men, 
waving ay the controverſy of the day; who, when 
Prelacy is the controverſy, will preach againſt Popery, 
and, when Popery is the controverly, will preach 

ood moral doctrine, love to God and to our neigh- 
er he ſays, how ſhall ſuch an one look for a blyth 


light of Chriſt, on a death bed,—or, when his maſter 


will fay to him, Ha (ir, I know you well enough, you 


ſpake, but never in a miſter ; you ſpake, as they ſay, 
when none ſpeired at you, you was ſtout then, but 


wlien my cauſe came in hand, aud when you might 


have done me good ſervice, by bearing up my banner, 
| when it was like to fall, you would not. Therefore 
get you gone, Gc, It was an evidence of much holy 


courage and faithfulneſs in that great man of God, and 
ſhining light in this Church, Mr Revert Blair, called 
on a time to preach: at a triennial viſitation on the 
north of Ireland, to preach direct and flat againſt Pre- 
lacy and Lord Biſhops in the Church: And yet, tho? 
there were Biſhops preſent ( Uſher himſelf was not 


preſent) ſuch was their temper, one word was not ſaid 
rin 7. 3 1 95 05-5 155 
| . To keep the Truſt in a good conſcience, if we 
would keep it faſt and ſafe. Holding the myſtery of 
the Faith in a pure conſcience (m). To this purpoſe 


[m) t Timothy, iii. 9. e paul 


fome dody's while, to enquire which of the two ways 


E 26 3 


Paul exerciſed himſelf to have always à conſcience 
void of offence, &. {n). If a man make once a gap 
in his conſcience, eſpecially by ſinning againſt light, or 
doing any thing doubtingly, with reference to the 
Truſt, a thouſand to one, without it be ſpeedily heal. 
ed with an application of the blood of Chriſt, but he 
loſes the Truſt out of it, in whole or in part. Hold. 
ing faith and a good conſcience, which ſome having 
put away, concerning Faith have made ſhipwreck (o). 
6. + To eye the recompence of reward. p. And 
when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, &c. (g. Je thou 
faithful to the death, &c. Cr. Though our obedience 
ought to be free, not ſervile or mercenary, though we 
be not to eye glory as a wages of our work of obe- 
dience (the reward is all of Chriſt's winning, none of 
it ours) yet ought we to eye it, aud be encouraged in, 
our work. + It ſeems much ſafer, and agreeable to 
Scripture, to fetch arguments to quicken us in our. 
obedience from the mercies of God beſtowed already, 
or ® made /ire to faith in the covenant and the pro- 
miſes, than to fetch them from the bleſſings we are to 
gain by our obedience (a). It is called a reward, 
mainly becauſe it is beſtowed, not till the work is o- 
ver. || Yea, though a believer is never to fear hell, 
as what can eventually befall him, yer is he, :+ tho?- 
he cannot do it without horror+, to conſider it, + and 
to conſider it as what was his due, and as what his fins 


deſerve, if God, without reſpect to Chriſt's being made 


a curſe for us, was to proceed againſt him according 


to the tenor of a Law-covenant; he is thus to conſi- 
der it, I ſay, and be filled with admiration of free 


grace, that has delivered him., and with the higheſt 
meaſure of love and gratitude, in order to his running 
the way of God's commandments.”? | 


(n) Acts xxiv. 16. (o) 1 Tim. i. 19. + Queſtion IX. (p) 
Heb xi. 26. (q) 1 Pet. v. 4. (r) Rev. x» f Remark XII. 


| * Queſt. 7, 8. (a) See to'this purpoſe, 2 Cor, vii. 1. Col. ill. 23. 


Heb. x. 34. 2 Cor. iv. 18. |} Queſtion X. f Queſtion XI. 
7 Queſtion XII, N | = 
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Laſtly, To exerciſe ourſelves unto godlineſs Ch; 
to be much in prayer, putting it and ourſelves into 
the hands of the Keeper of Iiraei, who never ſlum- 
bers nor ſleeps; (it was the ſaying of a good and 
learn'd man, that he got more knowledge of divine 
things by prayer, than by all his ſtudy) to be much 
in the exercile of faith on Chriſt and the promiſes, to 
to- be ſtrong in the grace that is, not in us, but in 
Chriſt Jeſus c). | IP os 
e Here an application anent keeping of the Truſt, 
might be made alſo unto the people: For though this 
text ſpeaks to miniſters particularly, yet are they like. 
wiſe elſewhere in the Scriptures required to keep the 
Truſt ; and not only for their own parts to keep it, 
but in their ſeveral (tations and capacities, to be help- 
ers and fellow-labourers with miniſters in this weighty 
work fd), giving them all the ſupport and encourage. 
ment in this their warfare they can; and bearing not 
only patiently, but thankfully, their faithfulneſs and 
plain dealing, as knowing and conſidering. they watch 
a glorious and moſt important'ruſt, and likewiſe for 
their ſouls, as they that muſt give an account with 
joy or with grief e), according to their people's en- 
tertainment of the Truſt at their hands, and their de- 
portment in the whole affair. PR 
Magiſtrates particularly, and Courts of Judicature, 
both ſupreme and ſubordinate, together with perſons - 
of eminence. in the world, are highly concerned to 
approve themſelves Nurſing Fathers, with reference 
unto the Trutt, by laying out themſelves, by autho- 
rity and example, all they can for the preſervation of 
It, and ſor the enabling of miniſters, with comfort and 
ſucceſs, to diſcharge their duty this way: For if they, 
Whether by connivance or by legal deeds, ſhall tole- 
rate all the Baggage of Hell, hereſy, error, and vice, 


) I Tim. iv. 7. (e) 2 Tim ii. 1. Cd] Rom xvi. 2 Cor xvi 
16. Phil iv. 3 Le] Heb xili. 17 | 


I mean, 
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I mean), to have ſhade under their wings, then do they, 
though not directly, yet really and in effect, conſent 
and concur: to the betraying of the Truſt. But theſe, 
having inſiſted ſo much —5 I paſs without ſaying 
more of them, 


May the Lord ariſe and have mercy upon Zion, and 

- the time, even the ſet time to favour her come V). 
Now, to him who is able to keep us from falling, 
and to preſent us faultleſs before the preſence of 

his glory, with exceeding joy; to the only wiſe God, 
our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, dominion and 
power, now and for ever. Amen 22 


FOR me to have taken ſo much time before an au- 
ditory, where it beiter becomes me to be a learner 
than to have been in the place of a teacher; and for 
me to have ſpoken ſeveral things more freely perhaps 
than ſome will reckon was fic and convenient, will, 
no doubt, if it was viewed in the glaſs of our own 
wiſdom, appear preſumptuous, ſelf-conceited, arro- 
gant, and what not: But it will, I hope, when View= 
ed in the glaſs of the text appear-more pardonable. 


-—TE1 Pſal ci, 13 [Lg 31 Jude xxiv, 25 © 
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This is a true Copy of my Notes, from 
winch the Synod Sermon was preached, 
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